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ENRICHMENT OF THE SERVICE OF GOD

	1 Chronicles 25: 1-8

	W.D.   It is in mind, beloved brethren, to enquire as to the enrichment of the service of God.  It would be fair to say that the brethren generally understand the light that governs the service of God.  The way in which our younger brethren are able intelligently to have a part in that holy service is quite stimulating; but it should always be kept in mind that, while we  are  here, there should be enrichment in that service from week to week.  The area covered by the declaration of God in Christ is so extensive that the scope for  enrichment in the service of God is practically unlimited.  In chapter 16 of this book, when David brought the ark up from the house of Obed-Edom to the tent that he had spread for it, it is clear that the service of God, even  in  that provisional setting, had a place, but only in a limited degree as compared with this chapter from which we have read.  It would suggest that, when, in David's mind the house came into view, there should be great enrichment and expansion in that service.  288 persons is the figure mentioned in verse 7, whereas in verse 38 of chapter 16 sixty-eight is mentioned - quite an advance.  That is what is in mind.

	E.C.B.  I think that is good.  You would have in mind that the service of God should not just become prosaic.

	W.D.  It is a living thing.  They that worship God worship Him in spirit and truth.  So it is a holy temple; it is not governed by the formalities that attend ordinary religious services.

	D.J.H.  Does prophecy and the prophetic word have in mind the enrichment that you speak of?  I noticed the references to prophecy here.

	W.D.  That is one point that we would have to enquire into, as to how prophecy enters into the service of God as we are convened.

	D.A.B.  I noticed the reference to "prophesy with harps".  Does that mean that it would be attuned to the present mind of God? 

	W.D.  There are three instruments mentioned: "prophesy with harps and lutes and cymbals".

	D.A.B.  It is easy to speak what is in our minds, is it not?  Perhaps we think that has a place, but it is a question of being attuned to what is in God's mind at the moment.

	W.D.  That is what I was thinking, that prophecy would convey God's mind about Christ.  I think that the glory of the service of God is that, as it unfolds, we have an increasing appreciation of God's mind about Christ.

	D.A.B.  And according to Corinthians it edifies the assembly.  Does that fit in with what you have in mind? 

	W.D.  Yes.

	D.A.B.  It  is not  just a question of bringing in a word or something, but does it edify the assembly?  

	W.D.  And the harps and lutes and cymbals -  you could not restrict that to a word that may be given.  Would that be fair? 

	J.C.E.  Yes, I think that.  There was evidently something of Jehovah already formed in their souls.  Do you think that would correspond with what we speak of as the light we have as to what is due to God? 

	W.D.  That helps.  So this enrichment is kept in the area of what the light affords.  It has often interested me, why in this holy matter it says that the captains of the host were with David in the separation for the service of the sons of Asaph.  You might have said, what are the military men going to do in a matter like this?  You would have thought that he would have called upon the Levites for help.

	E.C.B.  "Three score mighty men are about it", Song of Songs 3: 7.

	W.D.  Yes.  Have you any thought as to why he associated the captains of the host with him? 

	E.C.B.  Well, at this point in the history the captains of the host were in a sense no longer fighting; they are in victory, they are part of the victory.  Therefore things have to be regulated, regulated in peace in order to make way for what will come in under the son.

	W.D.  It is a protective thought, is it not?  I would just like to say in that connection, in passing - again thinking of our younger brethren - that the service of God as we know it today has developed in the area where the principle of what is exclusive has been maintained.  It is an important thing to bear in mind, because without that area the service of God in the rich form in which we know it would hardly have increased in depth and power as it has.

	E.C.B.  Is it therefore essential that in approaching the service of God we apprehend the place of Christ as Lord? 

	W.D.  Yes.  God willing, we should touch on that in the body of the Scriptures.

	E.C.B.  Without wishing to detain you, you appear both today and yesterday to have something in your mind which might impress the brethren as to the revelation of God in Christ, and that to be more grasped among us.  I wondered if you would say a word as to that.

	W.D.  The setting up of Christianity bears on that: "upon whom the ends of the ages are come", 1 Cor 10: 11.  No previous dispensation, and no future dispensation as such, will be embellished with the glory that marks the present time, in that what was hitherto unknown has now come fully to light in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, but has come out, not in an official setting but in one of deep affection, ultimately having in view the family of many sons that God would have for His glory and praise.  That is just my simple impression.

	E.C.B.  And you have the impression now that the service of God is our response to that revelation? 

	W.D.  Exactly.  Our A.B.C., when we were young, was that the approach is commensurate with the revelation, but it is quite a point to think of.  Would you agree? 

	E.C.B.  Yes, I think that very much, and that it is an area of the truth - of the ministry indeed that we already have, especially through Mr Raven - that we may not sufficiently have grasped, that we are responding to the revelation of God, not dwelling on what we have ourselves.

	W.D.  No.  As to the three instruments referred to - the harps and the lutes and the cymbals -  could we suggest that the harps might bring in some element of experience?  The lutes - what are they? 

	J.C.E.  I think they are strings.

	D.A.B.  These instruments get progressively simpler.  The harp is the most sensitive of the three, I would have thought.  The lute is a simple instrument, so is the cymbal, though they all require skill to play.

	W.D.  Quite, and in the Revelation the question of the harps comes up, does it not?  And it indicates some degree of experience which, shall I say, flows along with the light that the Lord has given us, and that experience is brought in for the enrichment of the divine service.

	J.A.B.  Is "under the direction of the king" important for us - the leadership of the Lord in the service? 

	W.D.  Yes.  I wondered whether the thought of the king might be involved in what was said just now as to apprehending the place of Christ as Lord.  There is "the direction of Asaph", and then there is "the direction of the king"; there seems to be a merging of the direction of Asaph and the direction of the king.  It would seem to indicate an element of authority, but linked with headship.  The idea of the king in Scripture is not altogether authoritative but carries with it also the thought of headship.  Does that help? 

	J.A.B.  I wondered whether it did link with headship.

	W.D.  Well, one great feature of enrichment in the service of God is to appreciate and experience - this comes back to the harp and instruments again - some living touch of the Lord's headship in the service.

	W.J.R.B.  Would the end of Luke indicate that?  The Lord was carried up into heaven and "they ...  were continually in the temple praising and blessing God", chap 24: 53.

	W.D.  I would say that the end of Luke corresponds with chapter 16.  Chapter 25 of 1 Chronicles corresponds with the unfolding of the light under Paul.  Would you agree with that? 

	B.W.W.  I would not have thought of it, but I do not question that it is right.  What I had been thinking was in relation to what was said about prophecy.  In practice, may that not come into action, into expression, when a brother is on his feet?  He has stood up with some impression and expresses it, but then the mind of the Lord may come in to add to and enlarge that.

	W.D.  Yes, I think so.  Does that not bring out the importance of the inward service of the Spirit, in that we are alert to what is being expressed as to some expression of the mind of God about His beloved Son?  Also the hymns as we sing?  There should be some thoughtful consideration of the hymns as we sing them, because the enrichment of the service of God is gathered under the Lord's headship so that even the hymns can give something fresh that we have not had before.

	J.C.E.  Do you think that verse 5 is an encouragement to the sisters to form something in their own spirits?  Often it has been said to us by a sister: I thought hymn so-and-so would have come in just right at a certain point.

	W.D.  That is very appropriate, because it shows how the service of God can be enriched if the sisters are in the matter with their spirits, and perhaps getting the gain of prophetic service that is present as bringing in the mind of God regarding His beloved Son.  We have to come to it that the glories of Christ are so unbounded in enriching the service of God that we should leave each occasion with something we have never had before.

	E.P.  What is the difference between instruction and skill? 

	W.D.  You are referring to verse 7: "their brethren that were instructed in the songs of Jehovah, all of them skilful, was two hundred and eighty-eight".  The note says 'expert ones'.  If you were an expert you would know what was appropriate at the time and be guided by the headship of the Lord.  I do not think it means exactly that you know at what time it can be slotted in to the service.  What do you say? 

	E.P.  I agree with that thoroughly.  What I did wonder was that instruction may come through the prophetic utterance but the skill would come by putting it into practice, and I wonder ed whether the skilful touch might relate to our experience as answering to the word.  What do you think? 

	W.D.  I think so.  The skill shows the versatile way in which a person can function.  I am a little bit apprehensive of brothers who think a certain part in the meeting is their special province.

	B.W.W.  Would not the skill also come into evidence if there is real sensitiveness on the part of any of us, that is, the Spirit of God knows at any time what is appropriate and what can come in by way of enlargement.

	W.D.  Yes.  It all resolves itself, I think, as to being restful.  Would you say that?  ·

	B.W.W.  I wish I knew more about it.  I understand how to be interested, how to have my own ideas, perhaps, of what might next be appropriate, but to be restful is a real test to me in that very connection; but I do not doubt that it is right.

	W.D.  It is a thing to be cultivated, to be restful and yet alert; alert in your mind and in your affections, and yet restful in the serenity of the divine realm that we spoke of yester day, when the Lord came in and said "peace".  I do not know whether it is sufficiently appreciated that atmosphere is as essential to the service of God as function.

	C.J.G.B.  Was that seen in 2 Chronicles 5 where all those of Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun and all the people developed into one voice (see v.13)? 

	W.D.  That is a beautiful touch.  That is really when these directions under David came into force, is it not?  2 Chronicles 6 brings out their oneness and the unity that marked them, but the fact that David inaugurated it is something that we want to think of.  He did not leave it to Solomon.  Solomon was going to build the house; why did he not leave the organisation of the service of God to him?  It brings out this, as far as I can see, that the understanding of Christ personally, His present place and the place He has in the economy, which David so signally represents, is so vital and essential as to what the service of God means.

	E.C.B.  If we speak of skill, nobody had skill like David.  On one of the first occasions on which he is mentioned he is skilled in playing, and it is interesting that the harp was David's instrument.  Do you think that bears on the service of the Lord in the service of God? 

	W.D.  I think so; so it is of note that he was the one who (shall I use the word?) organised all this.  It is to call attention to the greatness of David as a type.

	E.C.B.  It has been pointed out before, that Scripture speaks of one greater than Solomon but it never speaks of one greater than David.

	W.D.  I think Mr Darby has a note in the Synopsis on David's moral greatness in dancing before the ark.

	J.C.E.  Is it a fact that pressure gone through with God leads to praise? 

	W.D.  Exactly.

	J.C.E.  Is that seen in the fact that David rather than Solomon regulated the service of song? 

	W.D.  I think so.  Just to go into the detail of this a little in verse 3 it says "of Jeduthun" and so on, "six, under the direction of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with the harp, to give thanks and to praise Jehovah".  Now in verse 5 it speaks of the service of "Heman the king's seer in the words of God, to exalt his power", and it is in that connection that the reference is made to Heman's fourteen sons and three daughters.  Now I think that verse 3, "who prophesied with the harp, to give thanks and to praise Jehovah", is the pointer spiritually to responsiveness to God for the way He has blessed us in Christ; but verse 5, "to exalt his power", is where God Himself is before us.  In "exalt his power" God is before us as the object, which is the great end in the service of God.

	E.C.  Would you say what is the difference between prophecy and praise in this context? 

	W.D.  I think prophecy is the mind of God made available to us regarding Christ, and praise is our response to that unfolding of the mind of God as we proceed throughout the service.  Have I made myself clear? 

	E.C.  I can understand the praise better than the prophecy.  In Psalm 150 we get praising God with these very instruments: "praise him with lute and harp" and with cymbals.  Here it is "prophesied" with them.

	W.D.  I think it is a reference to what is unfolded.  The word comes to you in consideration of what is proceeding.  "In his temple doth every one say, Glory!", Ps 29: 9.  I think that is a prophetic touch.  I am sure you have had, as the service of God proceeds, an impression of the Father's love for the Son.  That has come to you as the mind of God; that has come to you in a prophetic bearing, and as touched by that (I am speaking practically) you move forward in praise in response to that prophetic touch that you have received.  Is that generally how the brethren understand it? 

	D.A.B.   Do you think we sufficiently understand how full God's mind is of Christ? 

	W.D.  Well, as I said, we have to think of the vast extent of things.  Now, in connection with that word 'exalt', look at Psalm 148, one of the Hallelujah psalms, the three final psalms in the book.  Quickly glancing along that psalm, see the immense scope that it covers, and then in verse 13 it says: "Let them praise the name of Jehovah; for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above the earth and the heavens".  And in verse 5 (1 Chron 25) it says "the king's seer in the words of God, to exalt his power".  "His name alone is exalted":  it implies the full declaration of God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - His name is exalted.

	D.A.B.  I was only thinking that if God speaks He speaks about what His mind is full of; He speaks about Christ.

	W.D.  Undoubtedly.  Two of the choicest passages in the gospels, in a way, are when He, on the banks of the Jordan, expressed His mind about Christ; and then on the mount of transfiguration He expressed His mind about Christ.  These were prophetic touches.

	D.A.B.  Yes, and Peter refers to "his majesty" and to "the excellent glory", 2 Pet 1: 16,17.  That is verse 5, is it not? 

	W.D.  Exactly.

	D.J.H.  Do you see it at the end of Ephesians 3 where Paul addresses the Father?  He speaks of Christ dwelling "through faith, in your hearts" (v 17); would that be more the prophetic side?  Then he goes on "to him that is able" (v 20); that is exalting His power, is it not? 

	W.D.  We get the idea of the prophetic meeting in our minds as the only avenue in which prophetic speaking can come, but we need expansion in regard to these things, even as we have been helped to see that prophecy does not now just relate to future events but to the unfolding of the mind of God presently to His people, whether it be in the service of God or in ministry.  There has been reference to the deadness of the professing system - if you went to a service for worship they would read the same thing as they had been reading for three hundred years, every Sunday the same thing.  The prophetic word enriches us in the service of God.  So you have the teacher and you have the scholar.  You have the younger brethren coming along and they are instructed in their part in the service of God.

	E.O.  Do the days leading up to the service of God give an opportunity for desire, for preparation, and enlargement and increase, so that we are ready? 

	W.D.  I always value the few moments before the intimations are given out, to absorb something of the meaning of the symbols on the table.  Do you agree with that?  These are spiritual things and we cannot be casual in the assembly.

	E.O.  In regard to the younger brethren (remembering how we began) would you say that the more we participate in these great matters, the more we want to? 

	W.D.  So our younger brethren are instructed.  "The teacher with the scholar" seems to bring out that there is a bond.

	M.A.J.T.   God gives us different abilities.  In 1 Peter 4 we often speak about "If any one speak - as oracles of God", but it goes on to say "if any one minister - as of strength which God supplies", and the Authorised Version says "the ability which God giveth (v 11).  God gives different gifts; some can give a really deep word.

	E.C.B.  The point of those verses in Peter is that nothing is said in the assembly which does not spring from God - it is "of strength which God supplies".  The emphasis is not on the strength or the ability but on God.

	W.D.  Yes, and that does not hinder the scholar coming in with his simple, affectionate touch in any part of the service of God, because you discern immediately that that has come from his heart, and if it has come from his heart it has come from God, and that  augments and fills out the service of God.

	E.C.B.  It is interesting that in Psalm 148, to which you referred, it reaches the point of "old men with youths", and then it breaks off, as if the psalmist could have added a lot more, but having reached that point he immediately turns to the greatness of God Himself.

	W.D .  Yes.  I think at that point, to exalt His power is vital.

	E.C.B.  Is that Ephesians 1, that we might be "enlightened in the eyes of your heart" (v 18) to understand the power that works in us "which he wrought in the Christ, in raising him from among the dead" (v 20)?  That is exalting His power.

	W.D.  Yes.  So David, in chapter 29 of this book, says to God "thou art exalted as Head above all" (v 11), and in that connection he speaks of the strengthening, corresponding with Ephesians 3: 16: "strengthened with power ... in the inner man".  So the trend is always upward in the service of God.

	D.A.B.  Does the service become very limited if we think of it in terms of our own capacity?  It is not a question of whether I have a lot or a little, or what my measure is; it is getting an impression, is it not, of the mind of God - as you spoke of the boundless character of His disposition in Christ? 

	W.D.  That is right.  Reference was made to these daughters: spiritually-minded sisters are a great asset in a company in the service of God.

	D.A.B.  But they say nothing, and do you think that would help the brothers to be a little less self-conscious of what they say? 

	W.D.  You say they say nothing.  Now, what underlies the fact that what these sisters have affects the service of God? 

	H.J.T.  I was thinking of the importance of the word in Ephesians 3:  16, "by his Spirit".  I have felt increasingly the need of being sensitive on the occasion to the touch the Spirit would give, and that would enter into the contribution of the sisters, would it not?  

	W.D.  I am sure that is right.

	G.A.P.  Does singing have a great place in the service of God?  And does that bring in the sons and the daughters together?  I think we prove the value of what we have in the hymns as contributing  richly  in the service  of God.

	W.D.  I think that is very true.  It is perhaps a fact that we do not use the wealth that is in the hymn book sufficiently.  I know that as I get older I cannot remember the hymns as well as I used to, so I have to make up for that deficiency.

	D.J.H.  You referred earlier to atmosphere as being necessary in view of the service.  Does this relate also to the part of the sisters? 

	W.D.  I think so, but is that the answer to the question I asked? 

	D.J.H.  No.  I wondered whether that does relate to the part of the sisters.

	W.D.   I think there is more than that in it.

	D.J.H.  But it would certainly contribute to the atmosphere.

	E.C.B.  It says "There is no speech, and there are no words, yet their voice  is heard", Ps 19: 3.

	W.D.  That is right.  What underlies it is the vital truth of Christianity, and that is the truth of the body.  That is what underlies it.

	B.W.W.  Just going back to "the teacher with the scholar", do you think for some of us who are older, that to remember something of the character of five words, not literal but something of the character of brevity, could work out for the encouragement of the younger? 

	W.D.  Well, these are desirable features, but - I will put it this way - if under the Lord's headship you felt led to be extensive, consciously so, who could take issue with you?  This is what we want to get at, to bring the idea of spiritual flexibility into matters, that you are consciously under the direction of Asaph and of the king.  Now in the service of God I do not think these are typical of two persons but that they are typical of the Lord in different ways.

	B.W.W.  So that if I am really conscious of the presence of the Lord in the character of what we often refer to as the Minister of the sanctuary, and sensitive to that presence, whether my part is shorter or longer will, I would say with reverence, be His matter; mine simply to seek to discern and act accordingly.

	W.D.  Quite so.  One thing I wondered a bit, as to whether instead of taking part extensively brethren should be encouraged to take part more frequently.  Of course, in some small localities they have no alternative, but to me that is in accord with this chapter, the freshness that would mark it.

	W.J.R.B.  Do the Scriptures have a great place? 

	W.D.  Yes.  You would hesitate to go to the meeting with a word prepared, at least I would.  What do you say? 

	E.C.B.  I am sure that is right.  Mr Stoney used to say, did he not, that he went to the meeting like a blank sheet of paper?  I am not sure whether you yourself have not asked about that; whether that is quite right, because we should go with what impressions we already have of Christ, but we do not go with those things prepared to say, and we certainly do not go with a word prepared.

	W.D.  A young brother may say, How can I get substance?  Well, you have from Lord's day to Lord's day, and if you are reading the Scriptures at all, or are reading the ministry, surely you have picked up something you can put in your treasury, and you can, under the direction of Asaph or the direction of the king, bring out what you have gathered up.  It is like the words in the ministry meeting.  There seems to be some thought that the only word you can appropriately give in the ministry meeting is something that you have gathered up at the Supper on the previous Lord's Day.  I would not agree with that.  There is many a word I have given at the ministry meeting which I have had for a year before giving it out.  I am not ashamed to confess that.

	J.C.E.   I think it is important to see that our daily life becomes a reservoir of that kind of thing, and I think the parable of the trees in Jotham proves that, because they just stayed where they were and did what they normally did, but all the time they were preparing for that which would be for God and man.  It is good to think of that side of things, that God shares things with man.  What we have, if we store up anything, is to be available for God and man.

	W.D.  That is substance, is it not?  The matter is so vast.  As you go over the Scriptures and the ministry it is remarkable the wealth that you can accumulate in divine things.

	D.J.H.  It is "of thine own have we given thee" (1 Chron 29: 14, AV) is it not?  It comes by way of prophecy, "of thine own", but we give it by way of praise.

	W.D.  Now to come back to what was said about the hymn book: it is a very appropriate matter in the light of this.  There were two hundred and eighty-eight here.  How many hymns in the book?  Four hundred plus.  I am quite sure that, if you look, you would find two hundred and eighty-eight suitable for the service of God.

	E.C.B.  There are quite a lot of hymns that we never sing, and there are quite a lot of hymns that we have not sung at any meeting I have been at for over two years.  Actually, I have a record of the hymns sung at the meetings at which I have been and there are some hymns we never sing, some hymns we have not sung for two or three, or even more, years.

	W.J.R.B.  Is it important to have the hymn book more before us?  We generally read a hymn every morning.

	W.D.  In this holy matter we do not want to say anything that imparts a touch of legality to the brethren.  All we seek to press is that the service of God is an enriching matter.  There is no difficulty at all about getting a hymn on the Lord's day morning before going to the meeting, but you do not give it out until you get the direction of Asaph or the king.

	E.P.  Is not that word important: "I will sing with the spirit, but I will sing also with the understanding", 1 Cor 14: 15?  The two need to be together, not separated, do they not? 

	J.S.G.  I was wondering whether your thought of seeking to be versatile under the Spirit is indicated in this scripture by the fact that the order in which the Spirit presents the instruments is reversed later (in verse 6): "cymbals, lutes and harps", and whether it does not suggest that we should be available to the Spirit for our affections to be moved at any part of the service in view of response? 

	W.D.  That is helpful, and the background is that we should go through the week with the inward feeling governing us that the great thing in mind is the service of God.  It is a help, if you have that fixed in your thoughts, because it is for God and His pleasure.  If this is before you, it will bring out this versatile side that you are speaking about.

	E.P.   In the day of recovery in Nehemiah these instruments are still there, "instruments of David the man of God" (chap 12: 36), and they are still here.

	W.D.  Yes.  David was the chief musician, and one of the revisions of the hymn book took root in that expression.  As to this matter of the hymns, we should be prepared for a succession of hymns, should we not?  Actually, in relation to exalting His power, that ultimate in the service of God, when we address God in His fulness, our language, our capacity is inadequate sometimes and the hymns in that setting could be multiplied if there is the power to sustain it.

	E.C.B.  We can be (I think you used the word yourself) more versatile with the hymn book.  It is always a puzzle to me why No.254 is confined to reading meetings.  Where do we touch

	In spirit bring where endless praises roll,

	And fill our longing hearts till there we're brought

	but in the service of God? 

	W.D.  Yes, I fully agree with that.

	W.J.R.B.  Eventually, in the last psalm, everything that hath breath will praise Jah.

	W.D.  How wonderful it will be, to hear the universe singing!  Wonderful!  To hear the universe singing, and the assembly under the touch of the great Choirmaster, how wonderful it will be!  You and I will be there: how glorious! 
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GOD SPEAKING DIRECTLY

	J.A.Petersen

	Job 38: 1-4; Revelation 2: 1-6

	It is in mind, not so much to dwell on the extent of the divine speaking, but to show from the Scriptures that at times God is the direct speaker to men; and the Lord Himself along with the Spirit, is the direct speaker to the assemblies.

	There came a time in Job's history when God Himself spoke.  It is of importance in our relations with divine Persons to note that there is a time when They speak to us directly, without, I may say, using the preacher or the prophet.  I think all of us have known what it is to say, the Lord spoke to me.  The Lord Jesus Himself came into this world as a hearer not only to speak but as one who heard.  A the prophet tells us: "he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed", also "that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary", Isa 50: 4.  That is said of the Lord Jesus; and again it says, "ears hast thou prepared me", Ps 40: 6.  He came as a hearer as well as a speaker.  That is an important feature in the assembly - hearing.  We are told in Acts 11: 22 that "the report concerning them reached the ears of the assembly" - the ears.  The assembly has ability to hear.  Time fails to add, but we could say also that the assembly at times speaks.  It does not teach, but it does speak (see Matt 18: 17).

	I just wanted to dwell for a moment on this point that there comes a time in God's ways with men when He Himself speaks directly.  In the beginning of Genesis we get that Jehovah Elohim came down in the cool of the day to speak with Adam, but, alas, Adam was ashamed.  The voice of Jehovah Elohim, it says, was heard in the cool of the day.  It is a serious thing to be in an area where God is speaking and not to be able to respond because of your unjudged sins or your state of soul.  That is how it was; God was wishing to commune with men but He found no response.  It tells us in the prophet; "I sought for a man ... but I found none", Ezek 22: 30.  And again, Isaiah 63: 5, "I looked, and there was none to help".  But the Lord Jesus came as a hearer and that is a wonderful thing.  He says:  "all things which I have heard of my Father", John 15: 15.  That is a wonderful thing to contemplate, how the Lord Jesus was here in that way.  I am afraid that sometimes we speak before we hear aright.  May we learn to be hearers because God may wish to speak to us directly without using someone and may just elect to speak to you, or each of us, directly.  That happens in the glad tidings; God has spoken to us.  The great speaking of this dispensation is unique:  "God ... has spoken to us in ... Son", Heb 1: 1.  There it is the great dignity of the speaking in this present time; if I may say, in that sense, a greater speaking in our dispensation than ever before.

	Now in this passage read God is speaking to Job, for no servant or preacher could say to Job: "Where wast thou when I founded the earth?".  No servant or prophet could say that, nor could a man say that to another man; only God could say that He founded the earth.  Just think of that speaking, beloved!  God speaks to us.  He has made us, He has redeemed us.  "For the redemption of their soul is costly", Ps 49: 8.  These are the things that God has done, and when He speaks there is no speaking like His speaking.  The voice of the Son of God will be heard soon by those who have departed to be with Christ - a wonderful thing!  That voice will be heard by the departed saints and they will arise.  That is one of the lights we get in Job 14: 15; he says, "Thou wouldest call, and I would answer thee".  That is a wonderful thing that those who have died in Christ will hear that voice.

	In the meantime, "my sheep hear my voice".  The Lord Jesus has a direct relationship with the assembly.  He can speak Himself without using any servant, and that is seen, I think, in the book of Revelation.  In chapter 1 it says, firstly, "John to the seven assemblies which are in Asia".  But then Christ speaks directly to the assemblies in chapter 2; the message is direct from Him.  It is a wonderful thing when we can say in a reading meeting, or in the ministry meeting, that the Lord spoke to us tonight.  He spoke directly to the assembly in Ephesus.  I do not go fully into what was said, but He says "I know thy works and thy labour"; and who would know it like Him?  No brother would know the works of the assembly as He knows them.  He died for it and He knows our works and our labour.  He knows what can be commended; He knows, also, what can be called attention to and needs to be judged by us.  The Lord Jesus does that Himself.  It is not to make little of prophets and teachers, and the like, but it is to bring out the Lord's direct speaking.  The apostle Paul was converted through the direct speaking of the Son of God.  Mr Darby said that he was converted through reading the Scriptures.  That was a direct voice of God to our brother.  Most of us would have to say we received help through the preachers, but in Paul's case the Lord took special charge of his matters as He may with any one of us.  As to the assemblies in their localities, the last word to them is really that of the Lord Jesus.  And "he that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies": is that not lovely? - the blessed unity that there is in divine speaking to the end that we may be assured.  I think the Spirit joining His voice in the addresses to the seven assemblies means that there is a subjective response from the brethren to the voice of the Lord Jesus.  May we prove it for His Name's sake.
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	CHRIST AND THE OVERCOMER

	F.C.Mutton

	Revelation 2: 7,17; 3: 12

	I have been thinking today, dear brethren - and maybe it has some link with what has been before us - of the direct personal link between the Lord Jesus and the overcomer.  The Lord would speak to us, as we have already heard, that we might each of us be strengthened in the circumstance in which we are to be overcomers, to be overcomers at home, at school, at work, wherever we may be, because that character of person - one who overcomes - is directly under the approving gaze of the Lord Jesus.  He will give His own direct word of encouragement and help and also the most precious promises.  So in verses 7 and 17 of Revelation 2, there are these references to food.  What precious promises these are as to food for cheer and strengthening and encouragement, presented directly by the Lord Jesus.  "I will give to him to eat of the tree of life".  I must say I had thought of this more along the line of your or my having the wonderful privilege of going up to the tree of life and helping ourselves to it, but the Lord Jesus comes into it, "I will give to him to eat".  It is as if the Lord Jesus Himself personally conducts, if I may put it this way, the overcomer to the tree of life and introduces him or her to some precious, timely part of its ever-varied and nourishing and attractive fruit.  What a promise this is!  To an overcomer in a scene of adversity, where there are so many elements and currents that are against him, it is as if the Lord would say, Just come with me and I will lead you afresh to the tree of life and help you to receive and appropriate and enjoy something from it you have never had in the same way before.

	Then in verse 17: "to him will I give of the hidden manna".  In the Old Testament the manna came down night by night on the dew, but for us it is the Lord's own immediate provision for us.  He gives it to those of whom He approves and whose course and outlook and objectives He delights in.  Well, dear brethren this is very precious, to be able thus to do with Him personally.  The Lord feeds us as we are thus together, but, after all, the appropriation of food, even if received as together, is personal.  If I am to be nourished, something has to go on within me.  The hidden manna is our hidden, secret, heavenly source of nourishment and comfort.

	And then He is going to give us something else: "I will give to him" (this is essentially personal) "a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives it".  This is one of the greatest comforts, dear brethren.  You may be misunderstood in your path of Christian responsibility but you are not misunderstood above.  You are well known there and named there, given a new name.  There are quite a lot of people in the Bible who had their names changed, and I think this would be the result of soul history - new birth, conversion, the reception of the Spirit, and obedience to the truth.  The Lord says, I am going to put a name on that person that marks my appreciation of the work of God in him.  And no one else knows it.  I think it means that no one else in that sense can enter into what you enjoy personally with the Lord Jesus.  Not that it is a selfish thing, but the Lord delights to have personal links with every single one of us.  Each is named and that name indicates the unique work of God.  What a wonderful thing this is!  I saw in a brother's bookcase today a book, 'A Thousand Famous Names'.  I did not have time to look into it, but your name exceeds all those thousand names and their earthly fame.  These names you can read of in history cannot compare with this new name or with its eternal character.  It is a name divinely written on this stone of white, showing that what is wrought out now in the work of God in you or me is that which in character and preciousness lasts eternally for divine pleasure.

	Then there is this wonderful and oft referred to verse in chapter 3 as to what the Lord will make of an overcomer.  I think it is one of the most arresting thoughts.  The Lord said to His disciples, "I will make you become fishers of men", Mark 1: 17.  Are we in the Lord's hand, as being in measure, at least, overcomers, so that He can make something of us?  We should think of this.  We go to school and college to be made something of, I mean in a right sense.  They may make you an engineer or a computer programmer or a management  expert.  That is all right in its place.  But this is infinitely greater, and eternal.  And it is ultimately the whole object of our being here, to be made "a pillar in the temple of my God".  Now it is lovely to go around and see pillars in the temple.  You go into a meeting and see men and women who are pillars, who are devoted, who pray, who are exercised, whose hearts and souls are genuinely concerned as to the testimony and as to the assembly.  They are pillars.  And that is one of the most wonderful things that can be.  May it be before us all.  We do not have to wait till we are old.  I am quite sure Timothy, though a youth, was a pillar.  There is not the slightest doubt about that.  May we be useful and commit ourselves to the Lord Jesus so that He can make us a pillar.  A pillar is strong, it supports the structure and it is adorned.  You only have to look at the description of Solomon's  temple (see 1 Kings 7) to see how magnificent and beautiful pillars can be.  In this present time the Lord Jesus is working these things out in His own.

	Dear brethren, I think we would all surely love to be such material as can be divinely written  upon.   Who could -  at least it is beyond my capacity - unfold the fulness of what this would mean: "I will write upon him the name of my God"?  That is that in some way the individual overcomer is representative, or descriptive, of God.  Again, it would be like Timothy, "But thou, O man of God", Paul writes to him.  That youth had the name of God written upon Him.  He was here on God's behalf in relation to God's will, God's people and God's testimony.  He was representative too of the assembly, an assembly man; "I will write upon him ... the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem".  Well, may we take on this character.  Let not the world in any sense be written upon us, or its habits, or its interests.  It is lovely to see persons upon whom is written the name of the city of Christ's God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from God.  That is, they are heavenly persons, bearing the stamp of heavenly character.  The Lord finds great delight in them.  May we all be exercised  and greatly  encouraged to  set ourselves for these things, in His Name.
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CHILDREN AND PRESENTS

	The giving and receiving of gifts on various occasions is a well-known custom.  You will remember reading of Paul's shipwreck upon the island of Malta.  There would probably be no children or young people in the ship's company, but I have often thought that amongst the inhabitants of the island there would be many such who would do their utmost to help the seafarers.  Paul records that when the strange and mixed company again took ship to continue their voyage "the inhabitants made presents to us of what should minister to our wants".  Try to think of what things you would give!  A present is a mark of love between giver and receiver, and this incident shows how quickly the love of God can produce mutual affections.  No doubt heaven saw to it that the islanders were well rewarded for their generosity.

	Probably our prayers concern very largely blessings for ourselves and other people.  There is need, however, for us to give something to God Himself, such as thanksgiving, praise and communion.  In chapter 43 of Isaiah, where God celebrates all that He had done for His people, He had to say that they had given Him nothing in return.  He even said "Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with money".  This would be like what we used to call a farthing sugar-stick!  Nevertheless, as a faithful Saviour-God, He would still blot out their sins, looking forward to the atoning work of the Lord Jesus.

	Gideon, though a poor young man, was able to bring to God a rich "present".  God even agreed to wait some time whilst it was being prepared.  You will remember that he had been threshing wheat in a wine-press because of God's enemies who were robbing the land.  What he presented was a kid of the goats prepared as food, and with it cakes from an ephah - a large quantity - of flour.  The whole present was divinely accepted.  It suggests to us the sacrifice and the personal worth of the Lord Jesus, and it proved to be the beginning of salvation for the people.  Gideon is an example to us in that he thought of giving what was due to God before his own need.  Do we think that way? 

	 

	J.C.Evershed
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