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Introduction
This booklet gathers a range of articles of ministry by Fred Trussler that have previously appeared in various periodical magazines.  The sources have been given where available.
Frederick Walter Trussler was born in 1885 in Hambeldon, Surrey—his father George was a farm labourer, and moved about in Surrey with his family from farm to farm, as many of his kind had to in order to get work.  As a young man, Fred had also worked on farms.  He married Florence Wyatt in 1913 and they appear to have settled first in Chiddingfold, south of Godalming, also in Surrey.  When he was considered in 1916 as a conscientious objector in World War 1, he is recorded as a walking-stick maker.  This must have been a local trade, as two other objectors from this village were in the same work.  Later on, he worked in forestry, and operated a sawmill making pit props for coal mines. This background adds interest to the word on four trees included in this book.
Fred Trussler was local for many years in the meeting in Horsham.  I remember him from when I was young, preaching and taking fellowship meetings, which I was able to appreciate.  He had his own special place in the affections of his brethren, and a distinct style of ministry associated with a simple life and close link with the Lord Jesus.  Some of these addresses particularly bring out how much he appreciated the Lord for His personal beauty and His sufferings.  He served widely in ministry until old age: these articles show that he paid a visit to Australia nearly at the end of his life.  He was taken to be with the Lord at Horsham in 1969.
Scripture quotations are from the King James’ Version and the Darby Bibles.
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FRIENDSHIP IN THE DIVINE REALM
Isaiah 41: 8 
2 Chronicles 20: 7
John 15: 13-15
Matthew 11: 19
James 4: 4
I desire to speak about friendship in the divine realm.  It is something that is open to all of us; it does not require gift to come into it or to qualify for it, neither does it require gift to sustain the position.  It is qualified for and sustained by affection, admiration and fidelity.
The thought of friendship is connected in Scripture with difficult times such as those in which we are.  John’s gospel was written for the last days; he is the last gospel writer, and writes in view of decline and antichristian doctrines.  He is the evangelist that introduces the idea of friendship to Christ.  Isaiah is the gospel prophet and writes for difficult times.  As he found the affections of God’s people waning, he recalled them to the time when God chose them—“the seed of Abraham, my friend”.
Jehoshaphat too, lived in a difficult day.  Some features of recovery came in in his day, and he appeals to God and reminds Him that Abraham was His friend.  If we cannot put our foot down on anything in ourselves, we belong to a line that is on terms of friendship with God, and we can fall back on that, as Jehoshaphat did.
I speak first of friendship with God.  It is a great honour for God to designate us in that way.  It was a great honour to Abraham and a joy to God to designate him as His friend when the general tide of opinion was against God.  God’s ways were generally questioned in Abraham’s day, as they are today criticised and found fault with by men.  God looks down to see who is on terms of friendship with Him in this matter and Abraham says, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” Gen 18: 25.  That is what God delights in at the present time.  When He is on all hands criticised for His ways, and called in question as to why He allows this or orders that, and why He does not intervene on this side or on that side, God looks down and expects His people to rally to Him, and to vindicate Him in relation to His attributes and ways.  There is no question in our minds as to the rightness of His ways; He is doing, as Abraham says, what is right.  We not only make that assertion by word, but our spirits are with Him, even in regard to His ways that are inexplicable to us; we know He is doing what is absolutely right.
So He refers in Isaiah 41: 8 to “Jacob, whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham, my friend”.  The idea of divine choice settling in our souls paves the way for us to move on to this platform of friendship with God.  As I get that into my soul, I move on to a platform where God has confidence in me, where God is admired, and I admire Him and His ways.
To qualify for this place of friendship we must study the one who first bore the name—our father Abraham.  What kind of man was he?  James tells us (quoting from Gen 15: 6) that “Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness”, and adds, doubtless referring to this passage in Isaiah: “and he was called the Friend of God”, James 2: 23.  James also deals with difficult times.  He saw that looseness was coming in; there was a danger of assuming that, because God has reckoned us righteous, we can trade on that without any practical reflection of it in ourselves.  James insists that “by works a man is justified, and not by faith only” (James 2: 24), and this came out pre-eminently in Abraham.  So when he says, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” he was in accord with it practically.  Indeed God could say of him: “I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do justice and judgment”, Gen 18: 19.  God sets store on this great attribute.  If I am to be maintained in relation to God and in communion with God, it must be on this principle of righteousness.  Abraham’s life reflected what God was in His attributes.
Righteousness is one of the scarcest elements in this world today, especially in the professedly religious world.  Thank God it is found amongst His people, and God is thus taking them on and designating one and another as His friends.  We are all able to qualify for it believing God, even the youngest.  Isaiah 53: 11 refers to Christ as God’s righteous Servant, who will “instruct many in righteousness”.  However young I am, I can be instructed in righteousness, so that I do what is right.  If I am a child, I am obedient, “for this is right”, Eph 6; 1; I am subject in my home, and Jesus will instruct me in doing what is right.  God looks down on many homes and does not see that, but He looks down on many baptised households and sees, not only parents, but children doing what is right.  Ephesians states what the advantage is: “That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth”, chap 6: 3.  Only righteous people have that promise.  We see people stretching out their hands for life, wanting to live long on the earth, but the people who have God’s promise of life are children who obey their parents, “the first commandment with promise”.  Why does God want them to live long on the earth?
 Because He wants this principle of righteousness to remain in the earth; He does not want it swept away.  He will maintain the seed of Abraham, His friend, however it is despised.  God had Abraham as His friend and is maintaining that seed to the end.  So He says, I have chosen you, I have brought you in on this line of friendship so that you can be instructed in righteousness and take it on.
Jehoshaphat appeals to God at a critical time, a difficult day, and he does not put forward any plea as to himself.  In the main Jehoshaphat is right.  He makes some bad moves, alas, like many of us, but according to Kings he clears himself.  Joining affinity with Ahab was unrighteousness.  “Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him and said to king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the ungodly and love them that hate Jehovah?”, 2 Chron 19: 2.  Is it right? Does it come under the category of righteousness to join affinity with those who love what is evil?  Perhaps you have been brought up to understand the fellowship, but perhaps you have never loved it?  When you understand it you want to love it.  It is important to be clear as to it, so that I know what I am doing and where God is and what God is supporting, but you must love it.  God has been faithful to you, He has called you to the fellowship of His Son, so do not make affinity with Ahab!  If there is any one who has made affinity with Ahab—taken on another fellowship—it is open for you to clear yourself.  Jehoshaphat cleared himself.  We are told this in 1 Kings 22, when the suggestion is made that the servants of Ahaziah the son of Ahab should go with his servants, we read, “But Jehoshaphat would not”, v 49.  He had come to the point of recovery from his affinity with Ahab.  Alas, it remained in his household and came out in his son.
It is a great thing to be brought into the position according to God, and to be in it humbly and unassumingly.  If we really sized up ourselves, how many of us would be in fellowship—in the place where God is? If it really rested on our merit, none of us would be in it.  We are in it because God is faithful, and so we are to be in it humbly.  Thank God for the place where God is, where the Lord is!  Many of us have roamed about and have tried one thing and another, and have had the feeling all the time that our position needed changing, but we have come into the fellowship of God’s Son, a position that needs no changing.  So Jehoshaphat says, Thou gavest this land to “the seed of Abraham thy friend”.  He says in effect, We cannot claim anything.  If I look back on my past it is too dark, but just remember Abraham, what he was to Thee, and we are his seed!  He appeals to God in this way, and we too can appeal to God humbly in relation to those who have been His friends, when we cannot put anything forward as to ourselves.  God comes in and answers that.  It was a most difficult day, and the odds were overwhelming, but Jehoshaphat appeals to God and says, It does not matter to Thee whether there are few or many.  That is what I had in mind in relation to this scripture, that we should keep humble in the position where we are, and not give any impression of assumption that would grate on the ears of others.
Friendship with Christ is also for difficult days.  I would link 2 Samuel 15—“So Hushai David’s friend came into the city, and Absalom came into Jerusalem”—with this passage in John 15.   A treacherous spirit had risen up, yet there is one in the city who is David’s “friend”—Hushai.  David says to him, “return to the city”.  It is a question of whom the Lord can have confidence in to bring the testimony through, and that royally, not as dragging it through.  Joab would not serve unless he were prominent, but Hushai would serve David out of sight in the treacherous conditions of the city, when Absalom was assuming the kingdom and stealing the hearts of the people from David.  As I see Hushai come back, I say, That is the downfall of Absalom and his regime.  A man in rejection with Christ is the downfall of things here.  If in our locality there is a spirit of treachery, how is it to be met? Not by a man like Joab, although honour might go to him, but the victory is secured by Hushai, David’s friend.  No one longed more for David’s return to Jerusalem than Hushai.  He knew all the under-currents; he could put his hand on things.  The safety of David was in the hands of Hushai.  How well he handled the situation; Ahithophel was counsellor to David, but in treacherous times he failed him—friendship will never fail either in treacherous times, or good times.
God does not throw His titles about loosely.  God intends that we apprehend the meaning of such titles and then qualify for them.  If I am to be in the position of friendship, I must qualify for it; it never breaks down under the most trying, difficult and arduous times.  “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends”.  Love has endured in Christ; how it shines out in its lustre in Him! How it stood the test! So He says, “I call you not servants ... but I have called you friends”.  The time had come when the Lord could transfer them from one title to another.  That is a very happy occasion for the Lord, and it is a happy occasion for every one of us when the Lord can say, I see you have qualified for this position of trust when I can tell you all.  That is another feature that belongs to friendship.  God says of Abraham, as He was on His way for judgment, “Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do?” Is it a friendly thing to hide this from Abraham? Truly there is nobody on earth like him.  Think how lowly he was; what hospitality he had just shown God!  He had brought out the best from his house, reserved for this occasion; everything done in haste and yet in perfect order; all the best yet all in such smallness!  He says, “a little”, but what a royal “little” it was!  “A calf tender and good”.  Abraham had drunk in of the spirit of Christ.  God, in His friendship with him, no doubt gave him impressions of Christ.  The Lord says, in John 8: 56, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day”, but He adds, “he saw it, and was glad”.  God had conveyed to Abraham something of what Christ was to Himself.
Then there is the question of our feelings towards men, as brought out in Matthew 11.  The circumstances through which men are passing are very acute.  Christians have passed through them too, but the sorrows on humanity are very severe today, so in Matthew and Luke it is said of the Lord that He is “a friend of publicans and sinners”, and He did not refuse the title.  He is accessible to men and they can say what they like to Him.  I believe that in times such as these we should be available to men in this manner.  How blessedly it shone in Jesus, “a friend of publicans and sinners”!  Not that He loved sin, neither do we; but He was a friend of publicans and sinners, those who felt their sinnership.
Present circumstances are, I doubt not, ordered of God to bring about conviction in the consciences of men.  Men are drifting away from God; the profession is drifting away rapidly too.  God has ordered the present circumstances, not only in view of His people, but that many might be brought to know Him.  Who is going to be available?  Am I characterised like Jesus? 
Can any one come and open out his heart to me?  Have I, in any way, assumed to be self-righteous?  That would put men away from me.  They would say, perhaps: I must not come near to him because I am a sinner.  Am I like God?  Am I like Christ?  Any one who felt he was a sinner could open out his heart to Jesus.  The woman in Luke 7 could pour it out in tears, and there was also the woman in John 4.  If I have the privilege of being the friend of God and of Christ, am I available to sinners in need?  
I close with the scripture in James: “Whoever therefore is minded to be the friend of the world is constituted enemy of God”.  We are to judge the bent of our mind.  When this thought comes into my mind, do I give it a place?  When the world puts out its hand for friendship, do we dismiss it or dally with it?  Do we make way for this grip of the world to strengthen with us?  Every case of departure begins in a small way: it begins where we have not seen it.  We can only judge of actions.  We do not know how long it has worked in the mind; only those who have history with God know the subtlety of these things.  They know how things begin in a small way; first, with the inception in the mind.  Do I dismiss the evil thought or entertain it so that tomorrow it is stronger than today?  If I dismiss it today, it will have no power on me tomorrow.  God does not wait for actions: He says, If you are minded to be a friend of this world you are constituted an enemy of God.  What has the world done with Christ?  What has it done with the saints, with any righteous person since Abel? 
God is going to overthrow this world system, but friendship with God and with Christ will never be overthrown.  The realm to which divine friendship belongs remains eternally.
 
Putney, London 
9th July 1942
From ‘Words of Grace & Comfort’ 1943
THE CEDAR, THE OAK, THE TREE OF PSALM 1 AND THE HYSSOP
1 Kings 4: 32-33
Genesis 14: 13; 18: 1
Psalm 1: 1-3; 90: 12-15
In reading these passages in the Scriptures, I thought of four trees, the cedar, the oak, the tree of psalm 1 and the hyssop, “which springs out of the wall”; some other characteristic feature which the hyssop might present, and I have in mind to speak of this especially, “which springs out of the wall”.  It could be called a herb, but Solomon calls it a tree.  “he spoke of the trees, from the cedar-tree that is on Lebanon to the hyssop that springs out of the wall”; I thought of the hyssop in the sense that it can live with almost no nourishment.  The cedar would suggest dignity and beauty.  These features, no doubt, find their full expression in Christ, without which they could not be found in us; for what is in us is only the expression of what is found in perfection in Christ.  While the trees and the herbs made their appearance on the third day of the creation, the animals not being created until later, God had to consider these living elements with a special satisfaction.  There were features of life with the reptiles and the fish, and with the beasts in general, and indeed with man too, but there were features of life in the trees and without the least doubt, God would have had pleasure in taking account of them.  He could have created everything in a single day.  Why did he work for six days?  Why not accomplish everything at once, on the same day?  Because, I think, God had joy in the different features of life, each on its day; each day He looked and saw “that it was good”.  He could take account of each particular feature of life and beauty, appreciating them already as an expression of Christ: they were “in Christ” in the mind of God.  Thus, I believe that the way in which God proceeded in creation is a lesson for us; it teaches us that we must receive at a given moment the beauty of a thought that God communicates to us and not put all God’s thoughts together or try and embrace everything at once.  When God gives us a thought of Christ, or indeed a thought of Himself, if we take these thoughts into consideration, each at its time, in a spirit of prayer, they will serve for our formation.  How often we lose the benefit of them in wanting to assimilate everything at once.
It is of the cedar that I would like to speak first of all because Solomon sets it at the head of the list.  It is said, “he spoke of the trees, from the cedar-tree that is on Lebanon to the hyssop that springs out of the wall”.  I associate the cedar with the thought of dignity and beauty; in fact, as you know, in Scripture, the cedar is usually associated with Lebanon, as if the two were inseparable.  Lebanon is the place where the cedar grows.  You would not obtain the same variety of cedar if you set it in the clay grounds of Succoth.  Moses says, when he supplicated God to allow him to cross to the other side of the Jordan, “Let me go over, I pray thee, and see the good land that is beyond the Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon”.  Without doubt, he thought of the cedars that grew up there, of the grace which they gave to the sides of the mountain.  The spouse speaks of her beloved in the Song of Songs (chap 4: 11) as one the odour of whose garments “is as the smell of Lebanon”.  If we speak of the cedar, we must necessarily associate it with Lebanon.  Many holy thoughts are gathered around Lebanon, “the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted”, it is said in Psalm 104: 16.   As I have said already, I associate this tree with dignity and beauty, features that God works to form in His own now.  Christ has borne these features in a full and perfect way.  While he was in activity here in His humanity, glory and beauty shone in Him.  Christ has always had His sphere of dignity and beauty to which to retire.  Luke mentions that “He went up into a mountain to pray”, Luke 9: 28.  John notices in chapter 8: 1 of his gospel that “Jesus went to the mount of Olives”, while each “went to his own home”.  So the cedar must be associated with Lebanon, it is the place which suits it, where it draws its growth.
I refer in this connection to the epistle to the Ephesians in relation to the cedar as representing those who are “in Christ”, the dignity and beauty of Christ attaching to the saints as those who are in Him.  I understand that the view of these cedars is an imposing spectacle—these immense trees standing with large proportions, and of a considerable height, spreading also their shadow.  It is said in Ezekiel 31 as to Assyria, “a cedar in Lebanon” (v 3); “the cedars in the garden of God could not hide him”, v 8.  Those cedars were in view of giving their shadow and protection, but Ezekiel says these words to Assyria’s detriment, for “his heart is lifted up in his height”, v 10.  Our true position of dignity and beauty can only be in Christ.
There is then another side to consider, which is that the walls of the house were built of boards of cedar; the whole interior of the house that Solomon built was covered in them.  There is not only here the idea of what the tree was in itself, but of what was once cut down and which the saw had developed, which was found in the interior.  How beautiful this furnishing of the walls and floors of the house of God must have been, 1 Kings 6: 15, 16!  Wherever you looked, only dignity and beauty would be seen.  The tabernacle was not made like that, its covering was of shittim wood; it had coverings, and the ground was its floor; but when God came to dwell in a permanent way in His house, the cedar wood is introduced and there is a holy paving to put the foot upon, it is an entirely holy place and the eye meets dignity and beauty in every direction.  What a thought that God has chosen us in Christ and set us in Him!—so that now He can see features manifest in us.
The fact that the cedar was sawn into boards leads us again to the epistle to the Ephesians where the saints are exhorted as to their practical walk.  While on the one hand they reject the old man and on the other take on the new man in their relations one with another, the beauty of what is in Christ is manifest in them.  The tree has passed through the saw, it has been cut up, which is symbolised in that the tree is found in boards.  What has impressed us about the cedars when they stood upright was their glory, their dignity and their grandeur, but once cut up into boards, they allow us to see what characterises the inside of the wood.  What we are “in Christ” finds its expression in our practical life.  Think of the saints in their mutual relations, as masters and servants, for example, and in family relations—all these beautiful features are evident, and God finds His satisfaction in us.  That is what I see in the cedar.  How are we going to understand it?  Let us grasp this well: that our place is “in Christ”.  God has “chosen us in him” (Eph 1: 4), and “taken us into favour in the Beloved”, v 6.  Think of the dignity and of the fact that we are before God in Christ and for His own satisfaction!  See how the Lord diverts the seventy from the thought that their service gave them greater dignity, in saying to them: “rejoice that your names are written in the heavens”, Luke 10: 20.  He desired that the seventy, as also ourselves, should be clothed in the dignity of the cedar with all its grace and beauty, dignity such as it possesses being rooted in Lebanon, the place of its proper increase.  The same variety of cedar does not grow at all anywhere else.  So we can understand what the apostle says to the Colossians in chapter 3: 1, 2: “seek the things that are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God”.  Let us dwell in the atmosphere of heaven, as the cedar on Lebanon, so that we may grow.
I refer now to the oak to which the thought of stability and power attaches.  This is what we see in a striking way with Abraham.  In chapter 14: 13 of Genesis, he “dwelt by the oaks of Mamre”, and it is there that the man gave him news of the world war, from which he learned that his brother Lot had been taken captive; it is in this same place that Abraham is found in chapter 18 when God appeared to him.  That is to say that Abraham is marked by stability and energy, he does not leave his place.  Lot moves about.  It is not possible to have confidence in him, today he is here, tomorrow he is elsewhere.  He says to the angel in chapter 19: 20: “Behold now, this city is near to flee to, and it is small: I pray thee, let me escape thither … and my soul shall live”; but if you were to go and look there for him the next day, you would find that he was no longer there (see verse 30).  There was not in Lot with the characteristic feature of the oak, although Peter qualifies him as “righteous” (2 Pet 2: 7); but on the other hand, this feature was found with Abraham.  Whatever turn the war took in his time, he knew, as we know, dear brethren, that all will come to pass according to divine plans.  It could seem that all was lost, but Abraham knew that it was not so.  He was sitting at the door of his tent, near the oaks of Mamre, marked by stability and energy.  He was indeed convinced that the promises of God were Yea and Amen in His Son, He knew where to find what was stable—in a Christ risen and glorified—he knew that nothing could happen contrary to God’s will as to what concerned the nations, and as to everything; all was in God’s hands and therefore the least detail of what happens is according to His will.  Abraham is in the light and in the secret of this truth, he abides there at Mamre under the oaks.  And there he can enjoy the thoughts of God in Christ, for all His promises are in Him, all are founded on a Christ risen and glorified.
When Paul writes to the Corinthians, it would be tempting to say to him: ‘Paul, you have a lot of disturbance and sad thoughts assail you on account of the brethren in Corinth?’—‘Yes, that is true, who would not be affected as I am if they had affection for them?’—‘But then, Paul, what are you going to do?  Are you going to write right and left to give the brethren advice?’—‘Oh no!  I know that all the promises of God are well established in a Christ risen and glorified, whatever the outward appearance of things, I have the firm assurance that the work of God will not be interrupted’.  So Paul was not troubled when Chloe’s letter informed him of the state of the saints in Corinth.  He subjected all his own thoughts to the promises of God.  If it is true that he carried the saints and wept over the conditions in which they were found, he relied upon the certainty that what was of God in Corinth would be preserved and the second epistle testifies that it was so.
It is all different with Lot.  One does not know where to find him.  He leaves Abraham and pitches his tents towards Sodom, then he dwells in Sodom (and is forced to leave by the war), then he is sitting in the gates of Sodom and in response to the angel who urged him to flee to the mountain he says, “Behold now, this city is near to flee to, and it is small: I pray thee, let me escape thither … and my soul shall live”.  The angel allowed him.  Then Lot leaves Zoar and goes up the mountain.  What help he would have found in following Abraham; he would have progressed in his soul.  What a solemn word for us!  The epistle to the Romans speaks of those who are weak in the faith.  Do not say: ‘They are going too quick for us’.  Lot seems to say, ‘Abraham is ahead of me.  I cannot see what he sees or understand much of what he says’.  But if Lot had dwelt with Abraham under the oaks of Mamre, and if he had been found there when God visited Abraham in chapter 18, he would certainly have drawn profit for his soul.  I cannot admit that if anyone has had a divine visitation, he has not taken a blessing from it, even if this visitation had no other effect than to make him desire something more.  Even that is good: Paul tried to motivate the Jewish brethren on this line, showing them how the Gentiles were coming into the blessing.   Let us keep in the slipstream of those who are spiritual, of those who have something.  Let us not at all envy those who are leaving, but rather abide with those where our salvation and blessing will be.  It is surprising to consider that God attributes graces to us that we do not dare claim for ourselves.  He sees us walk with those who follow in the path of His will.  Abraham was truly marked by these features of stability and energy represented by the oak.  God can bestow His confidence on him knowing that he will abide in the place where He has set him.  He will go on whatever the circumstances because he knows that all the promises of God are concentrated in a Christ risen and glorified.  God has seen His own in Christ right down to today.  Think of the circumstances!  God has kept watch in stability and power over His own under the oaks of Mamre.  When God comes to Abraham in chapter 18, it is said: “And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre.  And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day”.  That is where he was dwelling, and he was available to serve there.  You would not be able to shift him from that place.  It is like Psalm 1.  The oaks grow best in soil which particularly suits them.  You would not be easily able to grow an oak on Lebanon; you would only obtain a poor specimen if you planted it elsewhere than in its own soil.  An oak likes the clay ground in Succoth.  And when the tree has passed through the sawmill, the beautiful features of the wood can be seen.  On Lebanon, you would not get the quality or scale that the oak acquires in the soil that suits it.  An oak has to be able to resist bad weather.  It is well rooted.  Whatever height it reaches, its roots are as deep so that the tree supports its height and development.  Abraham would have been a Roman well instructed in the things of God.  His roots grew ever stronger and we can understand with what satisfaction he would have reached the level of chapter 8: 1 of the epistle to the Romans where it is said, “There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus”.  What joy he would have found in seeing these beautiful features highlighted in this chapter and in the rest of the epistle.
Psalm 1 does not tell us what tree it is about, but it depicts the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, and does not stand in the way of sinners, or sit in the seat of scorners; but who has his delight in Jehovah’s law and meditates in His law day and night.  It is said of such a man, “And he is as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not; and all that he doeth prospereth”.
I have in mind to show in what way we can be kept bearing fruit and as those whose leaves do not wither, that is to say, those who are maintained in freshness and green whatever the circumstances, as it is said in Psalm 92: 13: “Those that are planted in the house of Jehovah shall flourish in the courts of our God: They are still vigorous in old age, they are full of sap and green”.  To reach the state in Psalm 92, it is necessary to pass the way of Psalm 1.  Even though conditions become physically more and more marked by weakness, the inward man is renewed day by day.  What characterises those in Psalm 92 is that they are “full of sap and green”, that is because they have begun in Psalm 1.  Usually, old people have not decided as to themselves if they will sit in the seat of scorners or not, or if they will stand in the way of sinners, or again if they will walk or not in the counsel of the wicked, at least unless they have been converted in old age, which is rather rare.  God takes account of these things and what is said in His word refers to normal conditions.  We have decisions to take as to what is mentioned at the start of our way with God, when we are taking up our responsibilities.  I cannot be precise at what age we have to begin, that is for each to decide for himself.  You might say, ‘I am young, and I have a link with the Lord, and I love Him’.  That is good, dear young friend; if so to take up your responsibilities, decide yourself what you are going to do, take a firm decision not to walk in the counsel of the wicked; because if you do your own will, you will not reach the conditions in Psalm 92.  The counsels of the wicked are many in our day!  How many sit in the seat of scorners!  The number of them is so great!  And how many who follow the way of sinners today!  In the beginning of Proverbs in chapter 8, the wise man speaks and gives counsel; these are good counsels.  Give ear to the voice of wisdom.  Read the book of Proverbs; you will not find the counsel of the wicked there, but the counsels of wisdom.  It will put your feet in the good way and teach you to find your delight in the law of God.  The man in Romans 7 arrives at this point and says, “For I delight in the law of God”, v 25.  This is the point we have to reach.  Let us take up our responsibilities.  You say, ‘I am going to have great exercise’.—‘Yes, but you will on the other hand have a lot of joy and comfort’.  Nobody can understand the source, but it is so that God will confirm you in the path of His will.  He will fill your heart daily with compensations for the suffering which you will necessarily endure by your not accepting association with the scorners who are the majority.  The world pretends that the majority has the power of the day, but thank God it is not so, it is those who love Him, although in a minority, and it is on those that the present day truly depends.  They are already in the light of the day of Christ when all will be subjected to Him.  How have I the proof that it is so?  It is in the very fact that the saints are changed.  If God can change us thus, you and me, He also has the power to change the whole world.  Think of one whose “delight is in Jehovah’s law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night”.  You will perhaps object, ‘When will I find the time?’  That is indeed an important question which the young above all will ask.  How do you want the young to spend their time?  This question is resolved by the way in which the parents pass theirs: Christianity commends itself.  From what source do the parents find their joy?  You cannot hope that your children will read all the ministry unless you read it yourselves, but you can certainly show them the way which produces true joy and satisfaction.  Children’s minds are different from yours and mine: they do not yet have the capacity of their elders.  But then let us know to give them a good direction.  If we ourselves do not find our delight in God’s law day and night, how can we hope that our young will find it there?  The law of Jehovah is a great source of joy.  Let us consider the Lord Jesus who found His delight in the law of Jehovah: “To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart”, Ps 40: 8.  Each of the features that I have referred to have found their full and perfect expression in the Lord Jesus.
“He is as a tree planted by brooks of water”.  That is very suggestive!  God wants to take the young in hand and plant them in a place where they can grow, bear fruit; and which will allow them to arrive at the happy experiences of Psalm 92: “Those that are planted in the house of Jehovah shall flourish in the courts of our God”.  It is no longer a question here of my path of responsibility of Psalm 1, but the courts of our God, the place of His dwelling.
I come now to the hyssop “which springs out of the wall”.  It is a tree because Solomon names it so.  I know nothing of the nature of this tree, I will not linger more on its use which is in fact according to Scripture, but I will consider it in the light in which Solomon has it. 
And “he spoke of the trees, from the cedar-tree that is on Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall”.  It is brought in as a tree, and as a tree which can grow with the minimum of nourishment.  It does not grow either on Lebanon or in the places where the oak grows, or in the surroundings where the tree of Psalm 1 develops; it only has a wall.  What resources are there in a wall?  Very little nourishment, very little moisture; and yet the hyssop can “spring” from the wall with the energy of life.  Wherever I am, I can live, I do not have to depend on circumstances, but in the most adverse circumstances, even if I do not have an outward link of fellowship with my brethren, it is possible to live.  The hyssop not only grows on the wall, but Solomon says that it “springs” from the wall.  It is life in itself.  The saints have proved in difficult conditions that they have life in themselves.  Look at the environment in which you live!  Ask God about it; the poverty of the environment only highlights what is found in the saints.  Think of the adverse circumstances the saints have had to pass through!  It was not then a matter of the courts of Jehovah, or of the brooks of water, but the ground was hard, without food to sustain life, and yet it “springs out of the wall”.  Life is there.  It cannot be stopped.  Even if you put another stone on the wall, the hyssop would spring out as it did before.  It is a tree that is able to live whether the ground is rich or not, whether it is moist enough or not.  It has a latent power, the life of the Spirit, the power of life to which the Lord Jesus refers in the gospel of John 4: 14: “the water that I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up
into eternal life”.  And in chapter 8: 38: “He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”.  Thank God He can give us the benefit of good ground, but if He orders difficult circumstances, His pleasure is in the features of life which He can see in His own.  What satisfaction for God to see the hyssop “spring” from the wall.  Whatever the pressure, He clothes His own with this particular character, it “springs out of the wall”, that is to say that He communicates life to them.  It is not a question of stature of beauty as with the cedar, or of stability as suggested by the oak, nor is it a matter here even of bearing fruit, but it is the Spirit of life which cannot be stopped, whatever happens!
May the Lord bless His word.
Streatham, London
14th October 1944
Translated from the French magazine, Ondées, June 1947
WITNESSING FOR CHRIST
Luke 23: 39-43
Mark 1: 1-8
Song of Songs 5: 9, 16
My thought is to speak about bearing testimony to the Lord Jesus, which is something that comes within the compass of us all.  So I wish first to speak about the malefactor, and how in the ways of God he filled the place designed for him.  Though he came to it quite late in his life, yet we see in him the triumph of God, the supremacy of God, in the midst of the sufferings of Christ overthrowing the devil and all his power that he had asserted and all his plans that Christ might be absolutely alone at that time.  I am not speaking about His vicarious sufferings, but His sufferings from the hands of men, and the reproach and ignominy and shame that was heaped upon Him.  The devil had, no doubt, counselled, planned and ordered that Jesus might be alone in those circumstances of suffering and reproach, that no one who could sympathise with Him might be near to Him.  But, as at every other time in which the devil had so devised and so carefully handled his plans with such intricate subtlety that there seemed to be no flaw in the scheme at all, God in His supremacy, having broken in upon and broken up those schemes and counsels many a time before, breaks them up at this time in the circumstances of the sufferings of Jesus, by a man who becomes attached to the Lord Jesus Christ and bears testimony to Him in those circumstances.  God must triumph.  What stability it gives us, as the knowledge of God comes into our souls, and as we trace how supreme He has been and will be, in relation to every matter that has come in.  God has been supreme, and God will be supreme, and God will support us in the testimony that we render to Christ.  Whatever the circumstances are, God will be with us to support us and use us for the overthrow of the power of Satan, and what Satan has in mind to do.
How lovely this passage in Luke is, how great it is!  May God illuminate it to our souls, so that we may be ready to fill our part in testimony to Christ in whatever circumstances God may arrange for us to be!  He will support us in them.  No disciples were available; all had forsaken Him and fled.  The one that was most ardent and that we might have thought would have been the most reliable—Peter—had sadly broken down.  The Lord, in the very circumstances of His suffering, had to turn round and look on Peter to serve him, whereas Peter should have been serving the Lord—such grace!  How many times, may be, we have been in the same circumstances, much to our shame: we should have been in active testimony to Christ, and yet in those circumstances the Lord has had to serve us, to keep us near to Him, and to keep us from falling further into evil and into temptation and into despondency too!
These are the circumstances that Luke depicts, and God sees to it that in those circumstances there is a testimony to the perfection of the Lord Jesus Christ, that “this man has done nothing amiss”.  No one could have been nearer to Jesus at this moment than the malefactor on the cross, for he was on one side of Jesus.  God might have converted him before.  God had in mind to convert him; that is very certain, but He did not do it before.  He did it at that time that he might be serviceable to God and bear testimony to the Lord Jesus Christ in the circumstances of His suffering, and afford Him sympathy.  What that must have been to the ear and heart of Jesus, as the malefactor rebuked his fellow and accepted without reserve the judgment of the authorities and the government of God upon him, accepting it without reserve!  He said, “and we indeed justly”—he was not screening himself or excusing himself, because had he done so it would have dimmed the testimony that he bore to Jesus.
Jesus is the only One who is perfect, the only sinless One, the only glorious One, the only perfect One.  That is what he bore testimony to, in keeping with the gospel in which Jesus is seen in all His lowly pathway of dependence, of absolute devotion to the will of God.  In evenness, in glory, in dignity, even in sorrow and in loneliness, He was the perfect One devoted absolutely to the will of God.  There was no flaw at all, no spot in Jesus, and God had this man at this time to bear testimony to Jesus, that “this man has done nothing amiss”.  That was his testimony; that was all that was required.  You might say that was the length of his life, that was all that was needed in his life, and he filled it out.  We may live longer than that; God may allot us a longer time in testimony, but God will support us every moment that He allots to us in our life of testimony, that it may be pure and unadulterated in relation to the testimony that we bear to Christ.  I appeal to our affections.  We have more advantages than this poor man.  He did not have any ministry; he was a subject of the independent sovereign operations of the Spirit, without ministry, without any aid from anyone.  He is converted, he is attached to Jesus; he sees in Jesus, in a moment, what it may take us a lifetime to see.  He sees in Jesus perfection and glory; he sees that He is the Man that God approves of, that God has anointed, and he says, “this man has done nothing amiss”.  What comfort for the heart of Jesus!  May we be as loyal, dear brethren, as true, as strong in our testimony as was this man, and may we understand that God will support us, however trying the circumstances may be! No doubt all that was rolled against Christ was immediately aimed at this man.  Anyone who is loyal to Christ has all the reproach that attaches to Christ rolled upon him.  This malefactor stood firm in his testimony, not flinching, though suffering physically and God not alleviating the suffering that He had imposed on him governmentally.  But he was supported in his testimony and he says, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  What communion he had with the Lord Jesus Christ! All powerful testimony, dear brethren, flows out of communion with Christ, and with God, and with the Spirit.  I just refer to that and pass on, because it strikes one beautifully, impressively and powerfully.  The ways of God, the unconquerable ways of God, how unsearchable they are!  Whoever would have thought that God would have put a man like this, a dying malefactor, by the side of Jesus, when no one else was available, to bear testimony to the infinite perfection of Christ!  That is what God can do, and that is how God can support us in what He orders and arranges.  May we be thoroughly in line with Him in relation to His ways and His will, so that we may fill out our part in testimony to Christ, whether our life be short or long!  This is really our business, and if we are here for any other purpose, we have failed in what we are really here for.
I refer now to the colt, and in this I have in mind our young ones, because in Mark it is not the ass and the colt, but the “colt”, that is required by the Lord Jesus, to bear Him in testimony into Jerusalem.  Think of the grace of that, that the Lord Jesus Christ should select a colt to bear Him in testimony into Jerusalem!  Have our young brethren thought of that!  Have we all thought of that?  This colt, not a mature animal, but a young thing, had never been used before, but had been tied up and kept available to the Lord.  Whenever He might send for it, it was available.  What a word that is for us parents!  What are we seeking for our children?  We have baptised them.  Do we keep it up every day?  Are our prayers as fervent for them as they were at the time when they were baptised, and the brethren were in our houses, and they prayed, and we prayed?  Are our prayers as fervent every day for them, or do we lose power?  Does some other object come into our minds for them, as they grow up and as their livelihood comes up?  What is governing us now?  Is their baptism, what we committed them to and what we prayed about, still maintained in power in our souls?  Is it still with us, or have we departed from it and sought some other object for them, that they should have some distinction, that they should be put into positions and occupations that might be detrimental to them, or will the Lord find them where we put them?  Will the Lord find them there?  If He sends, has someone to come back and say, ‘They are not there, Lord; we cannot find them there’?  Are we all taking up responsibility for our children in that way?  There may be very humbling things, but still let us accept the responsibility; do not let us try to shift it on them.  Of course, there is their responsibility—Esau was responsible—but we want to take up the responsibility for our children and take it on for ourselves.  Are they where we put them?  Are they there now?  Have we kept them there?  Have we held them all the time for the Lord, from whatever time they were baptised, perhaps only a few months old?  Now they are in their teens and what has transpired in between?  Is our outlook for them still Christ and not the world?  That is what happened in their baptism.  We did not have the world in mind for them, at least not professedly; we had in mind that their baptism might separate them from the world, and that they might be committed to the death of Christ and be for Christ whenever He liked to claim them.  In the meantime, if He gives them back to us, as He does, then we are responsible to the Lord as to how we hold them, and as to whether they are going to be His, so that when He sends for them they are there.  We are responsible if someone has to come back and say, ‘They are not there’.  Alas, that is what has occurred in many cases.  Their names have been mentioned; they are now in their teens, and where are they?  The colt was there and was available.  The Lord told them where they would find it, and, if any one said anything to them, His rights would settle the matter, and His rights do settle the matter.  Sometimes our children assert their rights.  How can we deal with that unless we have brought them into the presence of God morning and night, in family reading and prayer?—not simply that we have prayed and said certain things, but that we have brought them into the presence of God and made them feel the divine influence.  Have we power, dear brethren, in our household prayer to do that, to bring the whole household into the presence of God!   That is what the head of the house is responsible to do, when he prays, and would not that affect the children?  There is the colt, whoever it may be, just a colt, and the Lord requires it, and the Lord requires it to ride into Jerusalem, to bear Him in testimony.
What a thought for our young people, that they can bear Jesus in testimony!  They can get into places where we cannot, into schools and to teachers, and bear Him in testimony.  Are we all doing it?  Are our young people committed wholly to the Lord, learning subjection in the home?  That is why Jehovah took Jacob on, because he obeyed his parents; he was subject.  The Lord took him on; He stood above the ladder and said, “I am Jehovah”.  Of course, He had a sovereign right to take him on, but He took him on because the moral element was in the soul of Jacob; that is to say, he was obedient; he was accustomed to be obedient to his parents, Gen 28: 7.  I would stress now, in relation to our households, that our children learn to be obedient.  The moral element should be in their souls, so that they might be available, as this colt was available to carry Jesus in testimony.  Is there any greater honour or distinction than that it says the Lord sat on it—they cast their clothes upon it, but the Lord sat on it, so that the colt might carry Him in testimony into Jerusalem.  May our younger people be affected and be solicited for this and know the joy and dignity and glory of carrying Jesus in testimony in this world!  As I have said, they can carry Him where no one else can carry Him, and that applies to every one of us, for everyone should have his own impression of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that He becomes distinguished in that way.  We shall be distinguished eternally in that way, each having our own impression of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that a certain glory will attach to every one, “for star differs from star in glory”, 1 Cor 15: 41.  God loves distinction, He loves variety, and every one is to be distinct and yet none of us independent, for distinction is never intended in the divine thought to make us independent of one another, but it is of God that we should each have our own distinctive impression of Christ.  We are to cherish it, carry it, work it out, that it might grow upon us, so that we might be characterised wholly and substantially by the impression that God has in mind that we should have severally of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Now I refer to the Song of Songs, just to speak about collective testimony.  The enquiry is raised, “What is thy beloved more than another beloved, Thou fairest among women?”  That is a genuine enquiry, the outcome of what the spouse has made of the beloved.  How much have we really made of our Beloved?  What intimacy really do we enjoy with Him?  I am speaking now collectively.   We speak about union, and about the brethren of Christ—a very blessed thing which we experience at times, we have to humbly say in a small way.   We need to be humble, we need to be real, we need to be free from assumption, especially in relation to Christ and the assembly and the great exalted heavenly thoughts, with the public ruin at our side.  We need to be humble and frank with one another in our localities, and to confess together if there is any lack of power, if we are using terms that are somewhat presumptuous because they lack the corresponding state.  I am not saying what we do not feel, dear brethren; I am saying what we do feel, and I am saying this to keep us humble, so that we may not get into the state of Laodicea—not the position of Laodicea.  As I understand the matter, position belongs to Thyatira and Sardis, and state belongs to Philadelphia and Laodicea.  These two states are the outcome of the present recovery in which we have part; one or the other is there.  You may say that we have the light of the assembly.  Thank God we have; let us hold it humbly.  Let us hold it in sanctity too.  Let the very thought of it, as we speak about it, sanctify our souls—the thought of Christ and the assembly, the great mystery! How much do we pray for understanding as to it?  This is a time when we can speak heart to heart.  We are here to help one another, so that there should be more power, and more substantiality in all that we put our hand to, whether in testimony or the service of God, or in all the truth that we so freely enjoy, all that has come to us through the labours of others.  But let us be honest.
Solomon said, “I am but a little child”.  He felt he was like a child in the presence of God, and in the presence of the people of God.  That is what the Lord Jesus in His ministry has instructed us to be: “Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens”, Matt 18: 3.  It is a safe thing to be a little child, transparent, simple, open, saying what we mean and meaning what we say, confessing if we are wrong, confessing if we are weak, confessing if we do not understand what is said, just open and simple in holy transparency.  That is what Song of Songs implies; intimacy, real knowledge of the Beloved, an affecting knowledge of the Beloved too, and the very thought of Him affects us.  I am ashamed of myself as I think of speaking of the Beloved and that it does not affect me.  I speak of God and it does not affect me, and I speak of the Lord Jesus Christ and it does not affect me, and I speak of the Spirit and it does not affect me.  I mean it does not affect me as it should do.  How barren I feel I am in holy sensibilities and emotions and feelings proper to one who belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ!  But this spouse, she is rich, she has implied that of her beloved.  Is that what we imply to raise enquiry with those who may not be in the light of Christ and the assembly?  If they came in to the Lord’s supper, would that be the enquiry that would be raised in their hearts, “What is thy beloved more than another beloved?”  How well she answered it!  The passage that I read is testimony to the Beloved spoken in all the intelligence and fervour of one who was His spouse.  What a position belongs to us as in the light of the assembly and as belonging to the assembly!  What nearness to Christ as His brethren!  In union what nearness belongs to us!  How much we ought to know about our Beloved, how much we ought to be able to say about Him, His excellency, His beauty, His grandeur, His overpowering effectiveness!
That is all I have to say, dear brethren, just to help us in relation to testimony as to Christ individually and then collectively, because we can enjoy what is collective, though not in the same way as they enjoyed it in the beginning, with all the believers and all the Christians in the place where we are.  Thank God, He has opened up a way whereby we may enjoy what is collective and be real and be enriched in it, so that it may lead to enquiry from these daughters of Jerusalem.  Our very deportment and our language should lead to enquiry as to why our Beloved is more than any other beloved.  May the Lord bless His word.
 
Gloucester 
7th September 1951
From ‘Word of Grace & Comfort’ 1951
 
COMPARISONS AND CONTRASTS
Song of Songs 2: 3
2 Kings 4: 12, 13
Psalm 99: 5, 6
2 Corinthians 6: 14-18
I first want to speak about the comparisons that we make that leave Christ pre-eminent.  We have wonderful wealth in the gospels and in the typical scriptures that bear on Christ, so as to lead us and help us in what we arrive at in our comparisons, tending, of course, always to leave Christ supreme in our hearts.  Meditation leads to spiritual wealth, perhaps something that we have not attended to as we should.  Time being scarce and the rush of daily affairs always being upon us, we perhaps have surrendered this time that we should have given over to quiet, restful, happy meditation of Christ.  It leads to purity of espousals, because no one can use the language of this book apart from knowing something about private, holy, delightful meditation on Christ.  Such language cannot be imitated; we cannot borrow it from anyone else.  The Lord would not have us to borrow too much.  He says, so to say, There is the means of acquiring it for yourself.  We are to get things for ourselves and not to be always dependent on others.  There is the way and there is the place for acquiring spiritual wealth, spiritual discernment, and the spiritual whereabouts of everything.  So here we are in this lovely book, the book of espousals.  The Corinthians had not arrived at the beauty of the Song of Songs, and would not be able to use it if they had, because they had not acquired through quiet contemplation a right estimate of the supremacy of Christ.  Some say Paul, some say Cephas, and some say Apollos, but who are Paul and Cephas and Apollos in the presence of this glorious Person?  They are just ministering servants to help us on our way to arrive at the supremacy of Christ as the predominant One in the affairs of the saints.
“As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons”.  There is a uniqueness about Christ, for in His excellence and glory and beauty He is to be alone, as the apple tree among the trees of the wood.  How our service would flow out if we had this language in our souls!  What richness, what liberty there would be in the service of the Lord’s supper!  How easily we should be able to proceed in the service of God!  How difficulties would be solved, all the matters that are now confronting us in relation to the service of God, if we were to arrive at the truth on this line!  A demonstration of an actual thing is much better than saying anything from the platform.  If we can have an actual experience in the service of God, the difficulties give way.  “As the apple tree among the trees of the wood”.  What is Christ to me?  What is Christ to me as the result of quiet, prayerful contemplation of His glorious Person, of His excellence that shines in Him delineated in the gospels?  Let me read them all, let the Spirit have liberty with me to bring through any of them an impression of Christ which will lead me to use this language—“so is my beloved among the sons”. You can hear her saying it—the fervour of it, the reality of it!  You know she has not got it from someone else, because it is simply in ministry; she has arrived at it by quiet, happy contemplation of this glorious Person, comparing Him, and the more you compare Him the more unique He is.  It all leads to purity of espousal, and ardency of espousal.  We should easily reach union with Christ if we were purer and happier in our espousal.  Paul was jealous for the Corinthians. In the first epistle to the Corinthians there is no evidence of espousals at all; they were latent, but they were there.  We know they are there in the brethren, but let us get out of the way the things that cover up the espousals for Christ.  Paul never surrendered what was latent in the Corinthians, but it needed skilful Levitical service.  Let us be assured that there is what is latent; if we are not assured of that we shall never set about to bring it out into actual expression.  There it is latent in the hearts of the brethren, the espousals for Christ, but what hides it and hinders it from coming into expression is what all of us in our measure should be skilful to remove, so that the espousals can come out on the occasion when they can shine best, the Lord’s supper.  You would never be in Paul’s company long before you discovered that the Man who was there in his heart, that led him all the way, was the Man Christ Jesus, who helped him, guided him and covered him in all his relations.  Christ was everything and in all to him, and we shall never be safe until we arrive at that—Christ everything and in all.  What conflict Paul had for the Colossians!  It was a question with them whether Christ was to gain the place of supremacy or whether they were to sit down to the things they had arrived at and oftentimes it is so with us personally and locally.
I pass on to the woman of Shunem and her reply to what was put to her by Elisha.  “What is to be done for thee?  wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host?”  Some promotion, some prominence given to us?  She says, “I dwell among mine own people”.  How firm her relations were with the brethren!  How indissoluble her links and life and interests!  It is a beautiful encouragement to us, especially to those of us who are young, as to what we are going to be.  Where are we going to find our associations and life?  Who are our travelling companions?  What are the circumstances before us?  Are they the suffering circumstances of the people of God and the testimony?  Or will we be spoken for to the king or the captain of the host, so that we may escape all the suffering circumstances and be here without the pressure and limitations that come with identification with the people of God and the testimony that is here in reproach and suffering and shame?  Paul opened his eyes on Ananias in Damascus—the first man he saw was a man like Jesus—Ananias.  The Lord never told him to go back to Jerusalem, but he came into Damascus amongst His poor pilgrims and disciples in that city which had no outward recognition—not next to the king and the captain of the host—but they were a suffering people in the reproach of Christ.  Ananias was a man like Jesus; he came in and said, “Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see”.  What did he see?  A man like Jesus.  What a circle we are in, not a circle where you see great men in the flesh but where you see men and women like Jesus!  They are to be our associates of life while we are here, the companions that God has selected for us in our pilgrimage and our suffering way here.  Are we going to elect ourselves out of them?  The woman of Shunem was not.  She would say, I am surprised that you could offer me anything better than I now have “amongst mine own people”.  They help me, they save me, they encourage me, and I share privileges with them apart from which I would not touch eternal life.  I would not be able to touch what relates to the assembly on my own.  I must have brethren to touch the privileges of the assembly and to work out the administrative side of the assembly, to prepare me for the world to come and the coming out of the city, the holy city “coming down out of the heaven from God”.  What are you going to do?  The young people have many offers, many attempts, many suggestions from the enemy that they should have something apart from this, but this woman says, “I dwell among mine own people”.  She was quite satisfied with the associations of life that she enjoyed, and there is no life and no salvation outside the circle of the brethren.  We are not only to assess the supremacy of Christ but to assess the value of the brethren.  Paul went in and out amongst the brethren in Damascus for some days and then preached that Jesus is the Son of God.  He seemed to get his commission in the locality in which he was blessed, and I believe that is quite in order.  We should take up our position as believers and get help and teaching in the place where we are blessed.  We should find our links amongst the brethren; we should put our shoulder to the burdens of the testimony; and then God would commission us in the place where we had proved ourselves worthy to be travelling companions with the brethren.  “I dwell among mine own people”.  What decision have you arrived at?  Is it in the balance with you, or are you firmly attached to the brethren?  I love to think of the enemy being defeated, trying here and there for means and ways, offering the most attractive things, and yet the brethren standing firm in their links and affections to one another and saying, ‘I dwell among mine own people, and I would not part with that company for the best you can give me’.  That is like Paul in Philippians.  You can put him in adversity and in whatever circumstances of favour you like; he knows how to be empty and how to be full, and he has been initiated into satisfaction and contentment.  May the Lord initiate us into that state of soul, to be content and satisfied in the position in which the Lord has placed us!
I refer now to the Psalm.  “Exalt Jehovah our God, and worship at his footstool.  He is holy!  Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among them that call upon his name: they called unto Jehovah, and he answered them”.  How honoured we are to be alongside such men as Moses and Aaron, singled out by the Spirit of God as among His priests.  What men they were, how they served God, how they functioned in relation to God’s pleasure and praise and service!  Are we among God’s priests?  Have we our part in exalting God and worshipping Him?  We are made a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, Rev 1: 6.  We are sons too, but then we are priests—those who consider for God in His service, priests like Moses and Aaron.  How does it come about?  Largely through discipline, through the Father’s discipline, that we should be partakers of His holiness, Heb 12 :10.  Are we all content to be under the Father’s discipline?  Scripture tells us it is not joyful at the time, but afterwards it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby.  Discipline is that we might be partakers of His holiness.  The service of God is a holy matter; God is holy, and His priests are to be holy: they are to function in a holy way in liberty in the service of God.  How encouraging for our young people to be amongst God’s priests, reckoned amongst them, and serving in holiness! 
“Worship at his footstool”.  God is to be supreme in our souls.  The greatness and glory of God has impressed us so that we worship at His footstool, bringing tribute and praise to Him, affected by the way He has been revealed to us, by His government, by everything that God does, but affected most of all by the way in which He has revealed Himself in Christ.  “Moses and Aaron among his priests”.  Dear young brother or sister, are you among God’s priests?  Do you worship at His footstool?  That is what He is looking for, to inscribe you amongst His priests.  What a company to have part in, those who fill His house with joy and praises, those who go in to Him in liberty and joy!  There is no privilege to be compared with having part in assembly service.
Then “Samuel among them that call upon his name”.  What a caller Samuel was!  He called upon Jehovah in a time of extremity, offering a sucking lamb.  He accepted the small, low spiritual state connected with the position, but offered a sucking lamb, bringing in Christ in all His uniqueness.  Samuel offered it and God thundered on the Philistines; 1 Sam. 7: 9, 10.  I do not think we call upon Jehovah enough.  What things there are to call upon Him for, what things in our locality, what things needing adjustment, what things needing a move forward!  Samuel never called in vain.  What matters there are universally to call upon His name for!  He will give a solution and help us.  The one who knows most knows very little, and it is a learning time.  “They called upon Jehovah and he answered them”.  Let us take encouragement and stimulation from this Psalm in relation to matters that can only be solved as Jehovah is called upon.  When we sit down and reason among ourselves and do not get any nearer, let us call upon Jehovah, and if He is with us the whole matter will be resolved in a few minutes, and light and understanding will come in and flood our souls in regard to things that may be difficult.  Features of the truth of administration, things difficult in our locality that hang on and seem to disrupt administration, to make the service of God heavy—“they called upon Jehovah and he answered them”.  The Lord says, “If ye ask anything in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Son”, John 14: 13, 14.  Let us lift up our prayers and petitions on to that level, so that the Father may be glorified in the answer to our prayers.  He does not listen to vain repetitions, but to those that call upon Him.  Let us learn to do it largely in relation to our own soul difficulties—our circumstances too, so long as we are not thinking about ourselves.  We have to own how much, in calling upon God, we do so in relation to what concerns us, but if we get ourselves out of the picture, He will come in.
In the verses in 2 Corinthians things are defined sharply, not leaving a middle gangway, but one thing or the other.  Many believers seek to find a middle gangway in the truth, but it is just as well to leave the scripture as it is in its authority in our souls.  God will define sharply this light on what is right and wrong, what is righteousness and what is unrighteousness, what is light and what is darkness.  If we have any doubts, let us read Genesis 1: 4: “and God divided the light from the darkness”.  He did not mix it; there was night and there was day.  We live in a day when things are mixed up.  Thank God, He has come in and recovered us to the defining line between righteousness and unrighteousness, between light and darkness, between Christ and Beliar, between the temple of God and idols.  “Be not diversely yoked with unbelievers”.  Is there anyone here yoked with unbelievers?  Some cannot help being yoked with them, a man converted and his wife not.  How is his wife going to be converted?  By holding on to God—“thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house”, Acts 16: 31.  Do not let us forget that.  What a word that is, if we can only get our grip on that and keep God to it!  But then there are those who get yoked with unbelievers through their own will, their own choice.  This word, “Be not diversely yoked with unbelievers”, is not only in marriage.  I leave it with you as to what it means, because I want the word of God to have its authority in your soul and you are to work it out for yourself.  Be sure that you keep to the scripture that covers the position that you are in; act upon it and you will get help.  We cannot get away from it: “what participation is there between righteousness and lawlessness?”  We cannot merge the two together because God has separated them and means them to be kept separate.  “What fellowship of light with darkness”?  How can you mix it and see anything?
“And what consent of Christ with Beliar” Can you bring them together?  The argument gets stronger, because it is first attributes and then persons.  “Christ with Beliar”—now you are beginning to be repulsed with the idea in your soul.  Thank God for that.  Follow up that inward repulsiveness.  If you love Christ, surely you must revolt at that idea, if you do not against principles and attributes.  The One who is your Saviour, who has suffered for you—surely you must revolt against the idea of Christ and Beliar.  “Or what part for a believer along with an unbeliever”?  The one in whom God has wrought and the one in whom God has not wrought, their tastes are absolutely different, their ways absolutely different, although the believer may fall under the influence of an unbeliever.
“What agreement of God’s temple with idols”?  How revolting that is, to bring the temple of God, the holy shrine, into agreement with idols!  “For ye are the living God’s temple”.  We must put away and have done with all that which is incompatible with God if He is going to dwell among us, because we do not want to lose the presence of God Himself.  “If thy presence do not go, bring us not up hence”, Exod 33: 15.  We must put away all that is incompatible with Him, and He will dwell among us and “I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty”.  Do you say you cannot go on with separation?  He says, “I will be to you for a Father”.  Are you thinking of the cost? Are you thinking of the care and the affections you will have to part with?  “I will be to you for a Father”.  What else can you put into the balance with that?  “I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty”.  The Lord God Almighty is there; there is nothing He cannot do.  Abraham proved it; he came to the crossing of the roads, and God says, Come out of your kindred and leave your father’s house.  What did Abraham do?  “He went out, not knowing whither he went” (Heb 11: 8), and he had all the support and blessing of the Almighty God.  We have this promise to help us over this great crisis of separation, so that we may have God as our Father.
 
Coventry 
26th December 1952
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CIRCUMSTANCES OF PRESSURE
Matthew 11: 23-26
John 12: 27, 28
Mark 14: 33, 34
Luke 22: 52, 53
These passages refer to circumstances of pressure into which Christ came in His pathway here, and it is unnecessary to say that such pressure has never been the lot of anyone else.  The Lord remains gloriously unique in this.  I trust that the Spirit will engage us with Him in this way, so that, as we sang, grateful praises may flow.  I suppose we are more and more affected, as we go on, by any and every presentation of Christ.
The chapter in Matthew relates to a very testing time in the Lord’s life.  In His ministry there was no lack on His part, no occasion in the ministry that caused it to be not received.  That, of course, cannot always be said with ourselves, so that, if failure occurs, we are always safe in tracing the fault back to ourselves.  With the Lord Jesus, however, no fault can be attached to Him.  In His spirit, in His delivery, in His movements, in His ministry, all was perfect.  The Lord was brought into these extreme circumstances of pressure in His life here and in His ministry, and His moral glory lights up to our souls in the midst of them, for we have the Lord’s own indictment against the cities in which He had served and in which His mighty works had been done.  There was the failure of John the baptist too in this chapter; he is overcome in some measure by his circumstances in prison and needs to query as to the Lord Jesus, “Art thou the coming one, or are we to wait for another?”  How the Lord must have felt that from such a servant and from such a friend, too, as John the baptist!  He rises in His own glory above it and speaks worthily and freely in commendation of John—another point that we should notice, just as Paul rises above all the unlovely thoughts of the Corinthians as to himself and still loves them and is not a bit affected by their disposition towards him.  Paul may have contemplated this incident; he would consider how the Lord could remain gloriously unchanged and dignified in spite of all the current circumstances that are in this chapter, in regard to Israel and even in regard to John the baptist and then to the cities where most of His mighty works had been done.  He had remained unchanged by it, except to turn His heart and His spirit to the Father.  So the Lord shines pre-eminently.
All this is given, no doubt, to help us to contemplate the Lord and to observe the kind of manhood that provides pleasure and delight to God in all the circumstances it may pass through.  This is His own indictment of Capernaum and the other cities in which His mighty works had been done.  He is speaking, too, of the judgment-day, and He Himself will be the Judge in that day; but He is not judging now.  All was in His hands; yet He does not execute judgment, but turns in calm and holy dignity and serenity to the Father.  “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes”.  That is, He sees that the Father is operating, and thanks Him for the direction in which He is operating.  He has not operated, you might say, in the field of His ministerial service; it has not pleased the Father to operate there.  How comforting that is, dear brethren, at the present time, to be with the Father and with the Lord in their operations, whatever the direction in which they are operating!  We might be discouraged in our gospel preachings, that there is so little result, but to be able to retire into the presence of the Father and into the sphere in which the Father is operating—how comforting it is!  He is operating in relation to the babes, not in relation to the great men in Jerusalem, not in relation to the scribes and Pharisees and the doctors of the law.  They are not impressionable; they are not moved by Christ or by His ministry.  How amazing it is! The flesh is not moved by any presentation of Christ, however gloriously it might be presented, and no one could present ministry more gloriously than Jesus, yet there they are, unmoved and unaffected.  But what about the babes?  They are affected.  They are the persons, the souls that can be affected and take in impression of Christ and be moved in relation to Himself and the presentation of Himself by the Spirit.  So how comforting it is that we ourselves should come into this class of the babes!  How glad we are that we have not been brought up in the great political positions, or the great religious positions, where man according to the flesh is always in view in his greatness and in his exploits, and in which he is eulogised for his characteristics.  We are not in the presence of that, but we are just babes, those whom the Father has been pleased to operate in and upon, and to give us an impression of the kind of man that is according to Himself, the kind that will remain when every other kind of man is gone.  Before God they have all disappeared in the death of Christ and they are intended to disappear from before our eyes too, so that one Man should remain before us in His beauty and all His glory.  The Father operating thus.  It is a great thing to retire into the sovereignty of the Father and the area that He selects and the persons that He selects to operate in, for He has His own mind about it and His own will too, and He is the Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, and He has hid these things from the wise and the prudent.  Is there anyone who is not getting on, who has got away from the Lord, away from the light, not positionally, but morally, who is out of communion with the Lord? We have to be careful, for it relates to a state; it does not always relate to actions.  We can judge actions, but we want to look after our state too, to see that we do not fall into an unimpressionable state.
So the Father is acting.  You say, He does not seem to be acting in the great circles of men.  No, He does not.  He has His hand over all those affairs and over all authorities too, but He is not acting or operating in the great circles of men.  He seems to be passing them by and selecting persons like ourselves, just babes.  That is where the Father is operating.  The Lord is with the Father too, co-operating with the Father.  What unity there is with the Persons of the Godhead! Never have they been out of accord with one another.  They have always acted together joyfully, co-ordinately, as one in all their matters.
So the Lord says, “Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes”, and in these circumstances the Lord is at rest.  How ashamed we are of ourselves—the confusion, unrest and depression which often come over us in circumstances of pressure! And yet the Lord Jesus is presented in this way for our contemplation for our appreciation, for our appropriation, that we might become like Him and act like Him too in our circumstances, though no one has ever been in such circumstances of pressure as the Lord Jesus.  
Now I refer to John’s gospel.  These passages are holy and profound, for they attach to One who is in His Person God, yet here in lowly manhood.  The scripture in John presents another and one of the greatest times of the Lord’s pressure, for He is anticipating Calvary; He is anticipating the abandonment.  We do well to consider that, to sit down quietly and adoringly in the presence of God and in the presence of Christ, and think about the abandonment: “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us”.  He who knew no sin was made sin, made that which He abhorred.  So at this time He says, “Now is my soul troubled”.  How much better it is to contemplate that than to speak about it! “Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say?  Father, save me from this hour.  But on account of this have I come to this hour”.  John does not give us Gethsemane, but I suppose this passage in John’s gospel agrees with that and especially with the presentation that Mark gives us of Gethsemane, the intense feeling portrayed as the Lord speaks to the Father in Gethsemane about saving Him from this hour.  In Mark we have the condensed thought of sufferings, the compression of them.  Think of the compression of suffering on the soul of Jesus at this moment, the awfulness of what was pressing in upon His soul at this time as He anticipated the abandonment, as He anticipated being made sin, as He anticipated the wrath of God falling upon Him in its entirety!  “Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say?  Father, save me from this hour.  But on account of this have I come to this hour”.  That is, He became Man to die.  That is what this passage in John helps us to see.  He says, “on account of this have I come to this hour”.  Think of the awfulness to the soul of Jesus of what the abandonment meant—for God to abandon Him for three hours!  Never had He experienced it before, never had He experienced one moment of being out of the enjoyment of the cloudless favour of God.  As Man He lived in the cloudless favour of God, in the enjoyment of His love, in the enjoyment of His presence, in the enjoyment of His shining.  Here, however, He anticipates a moment when God would abandon Him and He would be made sin, and the judgment of God would fall upon Him in all its weight and awfulness.  No one can measure what God’s judgment against sin was, but Jesus is facing it, and facing it in absolute submission to the will of God, in the absolute necessity of His coming to this hour.  If sin was to be dealt with, God’s judgment must be borne, and no one else could bear it, no one else could exhaust it.  Everyone else was sinful, so no one could be made sin—only one, that is Jesus; He is the only sinless One.  He became Man to die, that the terrible thing that had come into God’s fair creation might be dealt with once, finally and effectively.  That is sin, dear brethren, and God’s judgment in relation to sin and death, and here is One who stands before us in all His glory as great enough to submit to the will of God if that required it.  It did require it, and we would not be here if He had not gone that way.
What glory shines in Him!  How our praises flow as we think of what we owe to Him!  The great matter of sin and death and God’s judgment has been dealt with by Himself in totality and God is pleased to be shining upon us in the full radiancy of the revelation of Himself, and we are to be in the joy and consciousness of it.  What words they were: “What shall I say? Father, save me from this hour”.  He answers it Himself: “But on account of this have I come to this hour”—this supreme hour.
Now I refer to the passage in Mark’s gospel.  Coupled with the circumstances of Gethsemane is the matter of the Lord taking three disciples with Him to watch with Him—not to share in Calvary’s woe and suffering, for no one can share in that; only He Himself could go that way.  But, as He faces these circumstances in Gethsemane, He takes Peter, James and John, three trusted ones.  Are we trusted ones, dear brethren?  If the Lord made a selection of trusted ones, would we be in the selection?  What did the Lord require?  Just a little comfort, just a little support in what He was passing through in His spirit.  So He said, “Watch with me”, while He entered anticipatively into the circumstances that He was just about to enter into actually, all coming before His holy soul, before His holy mind, and pressing upon His holy spirit.  Would there be some comfort, just a little comfort?  Calvary must be alone, Gethsemane not necessarily; someone to watch with Him—three trusted ones to watch with Him one hour.  Yet no one watches!  Did He give up?  No, He did not give up.  Did He cease from His prayer when He first comes and finds them sleeping?  No, He goes on with His prayer and comes again and finds them sleeping.  Does He give up now?  No, He does not give up; He goes through.  He carries all the sorrow Himself, alone; alone, without one scrap of sympathy, without any support in watchfulness; for while He is in His passion they are sleeping.  O, what glory!  What heaven must have thought of this occasion!  Heavenly beings must have come as near as possible to see Him, such a glorious sight, holy, spotless, but in the midst of grief, in His passion, taking three trusted ones for them to watch with Him one hour.  That was all; not a day, not a long time, just a little time in which so much pressure was going to enter into His spirit, so that He might have a little support from those for whom He had done so much, but He found them sleeping!  It is like ourselves, dear brethren; the Lord says, “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh weak”.  Yes, the flesh is weak.  Have we ever tried to enter into Gethsemane?  It is one of the places where we feel the weakest.  Think of entering into some appreciation of the Lord’s grief and suffering!  We cannot enter into Calvary, but there seems to be a place in Gethsemane where we can have just a faint understanding of some of the grief of Jesus, and yet, as I said, it is where we feel our weakest.  It is in the presence of the passion of Jesus, in Gethsemane, where manhood according to God is surely built up, and on which too, as it is built up, the praises of God will be sure and will sound in their sweetness and power and excellency.
Now I turn to the scripture in Luke’s gospel.  Here is another passage in the Lord’s life—not Calvary as abandoned by God, but the hour that the devil had looked for.  He says, “this is your hour and the power of darkness”.  The Lord is to be exposed to the hands of men—all kinds of men, the power of darkness, the devil himself actuating men in absolute hatred to Christ, and in this hour to be able to do to Him as they wished.  Have we ever thought what the Lord Jesus was exposed to and what He endured as the hour came in which men could do with Him as they wished, all kinds of men, the religious the most hateful?  They would have done it before; they would have cut short His life, cut short His ministry.  Indeed, at His first address at Nazareth they would have thrown Him over the precipice if they could, but they could not.  Now in Luke’s gospel, which deals with the Lord’s sufferings from the hands of men, and for righteousness, we have not the abandonment, for Luke does not give us the abandonment.  Matthew and Mark give us that, but I have selected Luke because of the character of his gospel.  It is the gospel that presents Christ in grace and service to men, unremitting service and abundance of grace which He brings to men, His ministry of healing and grace.  Yet what would men do to Him when their hour comes? What but show all the hatred, and express without mitigation all the hatred that the devil could arouse in their hearts towards Christ? How submissive He was, the lowly, subject, submissive One!  He says, “I was day by day with you in the temple”, a day by day ministration, day by day teaching, day by day bringing grace and favour from God to men.  “But this is your hour”, He says, “and the power of darkness”.  Think of Jesus, think of His holy, sensitive spirit, think of His tenderness, think of His compassion, and yet exposed and subjected to every kind of hateful device that unrestrained and wicked men could mete out to Him!  “This is your hour”, He says, “and the power of darkness”.  Mark is unique in his record of the cross, for he gives us two periods.  He says it was about the third hour when Jesus was crucified, and then he says, “from the sixth hour”, like the other evangelists.  Matthew, Mark and Luke say it was the sixth hour, but Mark says also it was about the third hour when they crucified Him, meaning that for three hours on the cross Jesus was exposed to every ridicule.  Every taunt, every sneer that could possibly be hurled against Him, was hurled for three hours as He hung on Calvary’s cross.  That was their hour and that was the power of darkness.
Think of the glory that shines in Jesus as He endured all in holy submission to the will of God! Will we bear His reproach?  Will we bear our share of the reproach of the Christ or will we turn away?  Will we evade it?  Jesus never evaded it.  The time came for Him to be taken.  Not taken straight to Calvary; no, but taken, as Luke tells us, before the Sanhedrim, for the religious man to vent all his spite and hatred against Him.  Then before Pilate the governor; before Herod too, a man that could be hateful indeed.  Herod sent Him back to Pilate with scorn.  That was what Jesus was subjected to, and He remains in all His glory and submission, all His excellence and worth, before our souls in His time of pressure, in order that He might gain our affections undividedly, and that our praises might flow to Him and to the God who gave Him that His will might be effected, that the work might be finished and the counsels of God come into fruition.  The Spirit has been given in order that we might contemplate our Lord Jesus, and so enter into something of the severity of the pressure that was His in His life here below, and thus our hearts be drawn more adoringly to Himself, and divided more and more from this hateful world out of which He was cast with scorn, and in which He was subjected to every taunt and ridicule and derision that it was possible for the devil to conceive in the mind of man.
Such is our Lord Jesus Christ, dear brethren.  Such is what He went through, such is the glory of His manhood, such is the glory that surrounds the circumstances in which He is referred to in the gospels.
 
Willesden, London
4th July 1953
From ‘Words of Grace & Comfort’ 1954
___________________
 



THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST
1 Peter 2: 24
Isaiah 53: 6
Ezekiel 4: 4-15
2 Corinthians 5: 21
John 19: 33-34
These scriptures speak of the sufferings of Christ.  Much grace is needed in speaking of such a theme because it is a holy matter and also an affecting matter.  So I began where we can all begin, that is, in relation to our sins.  Peter says, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”.  How much that statement means to all of us who are forgiven, that our sins were borne in Christ’s body on the tree!  That body was not a body like ours in which we have committed sins.  Christ’s body was holy, spotless, inherently pure, nothing corrupt in it, never used for any other purpose than the will of God; it was unique.  The members of His body were all used for the divine will and pleasure, whether it be the feet treading the path of the will of God in a suffering way, accustomed to the hardships of human life into which He came; whether it be the hands that ministered, hands lifted up to serve His God as no other hands had been lifted up.  No hands like that had been lifted up in the temple in service to God before, holy hands, intrinsically holy, hands which ministered to humanity, which freely touched persons in their diseases and served them.  No hands had ever ministered to men like that before.  Hands had been employed by priests, by Moses, Aaron, David; but never were hands employed in relieving and blessing men like the hands of Jesus.  What a touch He gave—not ruthless touches!  The only time we see Him ruthless was when His holy jealousy rose in relation to the house of God, because men had turned it into a den of thieves.   His hands made a scourge of cords and drove out the sheep and the oxen.  But those hands were employed in ministering to men.   Lips that spoke too; never an unguarded word came out of those lips.   Never did His eye rest on an unholy object; He came in contact with unholiness but it never defiled Him, His eye never looked towards an unholy object.  Alas, ours have!  His voice was never used in any unholy purpose, every word sanctified, every word holy, pure.  What delight God had in that Person and in that body used sacrificially, devotedly, wholly for His pleasure, for His will, for His service, for His ministry to men!
Yet in that body our sins were borne.  The sufferings of Christ are not a myth; they are not an artificial subject, they are a real subject.  Our sins were a real thing to Christ on the tree, in that ignominious position, and our sins were borne in His body.  What means were required, dear brethren, for removal of our sins! He bore them on the tree, every one of them!  Think of all our sins borne in the body of Jesus on the tree! How lightly we think of forgiveness, how lightly we think of sins, how lightly we commit them! Yet every sin committed by believers was borne by Jesus.  Unbelievers’ sins are not borne in Christ’s body on the tree.  Propitiation has been made for the sins of all, and on the basis of that God can offer forgiveness to all, but the sins of believers were borne by Christ on the tree—this is substitution.  How astounding! How amazing!  What a dreadful thing they were—our sins, our guilt—that such means should have to be resorted to in such a glorious and holy Person as Jesus, that they should be borne in His body on the tree in order that they might be removed and the judgment due to them exhausted.  Every one of our sins Jesus felt, every one was borne in His body on the tree.  How it would make us loathe sins! 
How careful it would make us in the exercise of our own will!  How our affections would be drawn out to Christ! What cause there is to love Him—love Him much, as the woman in Luke 7.  She was forgiven much and she loved much.  Her sins were borne in the body of Jesus on the tree; she understood the basis of what it cost that forgiveness should come to her from God in relation to her guilt and sins, the means that had to be resorted to in divine arrangement that her sins should be borne in Christ’s body on the tree for their removal.  What grace led Him to the cross!
We cannot enter into the holy shrinkings of Jesus.  Would that we understood Gethsemane a little more and all He faced there as He approached that moment of Calvary’s woe and sufferings in which that transaction was about to take place!  How He could say, “Father, save me from this hour”.  He was to take on Himself the loathsome thing, sins, and yet He took them on and bore our sins in His body on the tree.  We shall never have to bear them.  We shall never have to come eternally under the weight and the judgment and the awfulness of our sins.  What it meant to Christ, that holy Person, in His body, in His feelings! 
Every sensibility He had was pure and holy.  He shrank from sins, and yet He took my sins on, bore them in His body on the tree in order that they might be removed and that we might be forgiven.
Now I refer to Isaiah, which links with this passage.  I suppose the Spirit of God used Isaiah 53 in the epistle of Peter.  We have another thing brought forward in Isaiah: “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way”.  What a multitude of ways are represented here.  We had all taken our own way.  He never took His own way; He was the only One who had a right to take His own way because of who He was in His Person, but in the dependence and subjection of manhood He went God’s way.  He never went astray, never once in that life, whether early or advanced, whether in private life or home life or ministry.  What a life that was for God, treasured up for God! It was a life spotless, pure and blameless, a life that never went astray, whatever the circumstances were—and they were never rosy, but were always hard and difficult and led through the way of suffering—yet He never went His own way.  Alas, every one of us has gone our own way.  “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way”.  That is responsibility; you cannot evade it, I cannot evade it.  We have turned every one to his own way; the element of responsibility is in that verse and no one can exclude themselves from it.  Yet He never went His own way.  He said, “Not my will but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42.  Every morning He received the divine word as to the way He should go, the way mapped out for Him in the divine mind and will for every day, yet in His Person, God.  What an adorable mystery that He was God here in the form of a Man, as Man in the way of dependence, waiting on God for guidance in the way He should go!  Yet we have turned every one to our own way.
What has happened?  “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”.  What a load!  Can any of us tell how many times we went astray?  It is a characteristic thing for us to go astray, to love our will, to do what we like and love to do what we like and refuse to do what God wills.  Yet we have Jesus who always did what God willed and brought His way in absolute submission to the will of God and guidance of God.  What a load He bore, dear brethren!  What strength of endurance, what might there was in Jesus to bear the iniquity of us all!  What grace, what submission, what love to God’s will that He should be there to do that, to bear the iniquity of us all!  What we owe to Christ!  What we owe to God for giving Christ, but what we owe to Christ for what He has done!  Let us never belittle what He has done.  It is never out of place, wherever it is spoken of, to speak of what Christ has done.  We should have liberty to speak about it anywhere and everywhere, and, if so employed by the Spirit, to speak about it in the service of God.  I am speaking about doing our own will, and the iniquity of us all laid on Christ, Jehovah laying it upon Him.  What submission there was with Him as He accepted it from God!  What He has done for us, dear brethren!  Do we not love Him?  Do not our hearts surge up in love to Christ at this very moment as the Spirit of God bears in on our consciences and hearts what Christ has done for us?  He bore our sins in His own body, a body in which no ill or sin or iniquity was ever taken on save on the cross, and yet He took our sins on His body.  “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”.  What power, what might in the Saviour to sustain it!  Could anyone else in the universe sustain it?  No one; not angelic beings with their might and strength, which is communicated.  But the power was there in Christ to bear our iniquity that Jehovah laid upon Him.  All the enormity of the iniquity was laid upon Jesus.  He was there vicariously.  Perhaps someone says, What does this mean?  It means simply that He was there for you and me; otherwise He would not have been there at all.  There was nothing to take Him there in Himself, but He was there for you and for me.  “Jehovah laid on him the iniquity of us all”—all of us in this room, and all the ransomed host—think of the magnitude of it!  Think of the immensity and immeasurableness of it!  His work is as inscrutable as His Person, blessed be His Name!  Our hearts rise in thanksgiving at this very time for what He has done for us.  
Now I refer to something worse in Ezekiel, and it links with the passage in Corinthians.  Ezekiel is the nearest type we have to Christ in His vicarious sufferings—a remarkable type, a remarkable man, remarkably endued with grace and power to become a type of Christ in His vicarious work.  There are other types of Christ personally, such as David, and in the inauguration of things we have Moses in relation to authority; but Ezekiel is a type of Christ in His vicarious work.  He lies on his side three hundred and ninety days and then turns over and lies on his other side forty days—beyond human endurance!  To lie three hundred and ninety days on one side and not move, bands on him, and to eat his bread by measure, drink his water by measure, and bake his bread in the dung that comes from man (which was mitigated).  It means that Christ appropriated my sinful condition when He was made sin by God on the cross.  Can we think what that means, as we think of that holy One, Jesus, intrinsically holy?  Never did an unholy thought enter His mind, no unholy motive; He shrank from sin, He loved what was good and hated what was evil—the only One who did.  If we do it, it is because we are of His order and because of the Spirit’s work in us, but He inherently loved what was good and hated what was evil; He shrank from evil, hated sin, it was abhorrent to Him.  Yet on the cross He appropriated our sinful condition.  We cannot understand it.  It is as inscrutable as His Person!  May the sufferings of Christ in their immensity penetrate into our souls in their awfulness, for they were awful.  They were awful because He was under the judgment of God—infinitely awful!  They could never have been more awful than they were to Him because of what He was in His Person and what He was as Man in His intrinsic holiness and purity.  Yet on the cross sin was dealt with to the divine satisfaction and glory.  He appropriated what I was, my sinfulness—my every aspiration sinful, every movement of my body and mind and motive and soul inherently sinful as of the flesh—yet He appropriated it!  What it meant to Him!  Well might He say, “thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel”, Ps 22: 3.  Why?  Because at that time He was appropriating what I was, making it His own, shrinking from it as absolutely abhorrent to Him, yet appropriating it, or I would never be blessed.  Calvary’s cross was a reality, a tremendous thing to Christ, the greatest thing in the universe that a Person who is divine, and who in manhood was intrinsically holy, should appropriate what I was in my sinfulness—what Scripture calls “sinful flesh”.  God hated it; Christ took on what God hated.  O, what a Saviour He is!  Does it not touch our hearts?  Does this not have its repercussion in the service of God, in our testimony and in our lives practically as we meditate on it, the enormity of Christ’s appropriating, making His own, what I was?
It is said in Corinthians that God made Him that, He was made sin, but according to Ezekiel He appropriated it, what I was in my sinfulness, with no spark of goodness anywhere in me.  Christ appropriated that and made it His own, and God dealt with what I was in Christ, as if He were dealing with me.  What amazing grace of God and amazing grace of Christ that He should take that place vicariously, that He should remove what I was, the awful thing—sin—that this should be dealt with before God, His holy requirements met, His throne of majesty met!  Instead of God’s judgment resting for ever on me in the lake of fire, God’s eternal favour rests on me.  For Ezekiel there was mitigation, but no mitigation for Jesus.  He did not ask for it, for if there was mitigation the thing would not have been done in its totality.  He went through the thing in all its awfulness, in all its unutterable woe.  What it meant to His holy soul, what strength there was, what might there was in Him!  But He did not succumb.  The whole matter was settled in three hours.  What those hours were of awful anguish, the awfulness of abandonment of One who had always known nearness and favour! O, the mystery of redemption, that the One whom God loved, the anointed One, the supreme One, should be abandoned!  Why?  The great question of sin that had intruded in God’s universe—He was made that.  Jesus was made the thing, “that we might become God’s righteousness in him”.  What means were resorted to, to deal with these tremendous matters, that you and I were involved in!
Now I refer to John’s gospel.  No one is more delightful than Jesus.  Whatever He is He is delightful.   He is delightful now in heaven, delightful in the assembly, He will be delightful in Israel, He will be delightful among the nations, and He is delightful in our hearts.  But in John how delightful He is!  How much hatred He experienced in John’s gospel, then most bitter of all, I suppose; there was no one more bitter than the Jew, no one more contemptuous, no one more zealous for what is ceremonial.   They were always at Jesus in John’s gospel, always venting their hatred upon Him.  Why?  Because the Father loved Him; we love Him because the Father loves Him, and we should never love Him if the Father had not taught us to love Him.   The Father will teach us how to love Him too, if we ask Him and if we desire to.  The Father will teach us how to love Christ and help us to love Him more and help us that He should be the Object of our life, of our affections, of our interests, of our all!  The Father will never be satisfied until He accomplishes that in you and me; and He will never be satisfied till He is supreme in the universe, as He is now to faith.
So we come to John 19.  How richly we are provided in the four gospels with substance in relation to the death of Christ! John is unique in his presentation of Christ in His death.  He does not treat of the abandonment; he treats us of the glory of the Person and His advancement to death.  No one ever advanced to death before.  Death had taken everyone, but in John’s gospel we have One who advances to death.  Death was abhorrent to God, because it is His judgment upon sin and because it separates from Him.  But here is a glorious Person advancing to meet death, like the ark entering the Jordan, that dreadful foe!  All the arrangements were in His hands; not in the hands of death, nor in the hands of the one who had the power of death, but in His own hands—moving forward to meet death, but first thinking of His disciples, sheltering them from the storm which He was about to face, carefully allotting them to safety, then, standing before Pilate in His personal dignity—what a sight!  Will Pilate ever forget it?  He never will; through all eternity it will haunt his soul that he had that blessed Man before him in all His loveliness and glory, the expression of the truth, and he never took advantage of it! Here Christ is, conducting His own arrangements, carrying His cross.  O, the might and glory of the Son of God, moving forward into death!  O, the calm tranquillity of His holy mind and soul, giving His mother to John, arranging for her safety in the house of John, the disciple whom He loved, then giving up His spirit, no one taking His life from Him but laying it down of Himself.  The Prince of life and glory died on the cross.   The soldier pierced His side and forthwith came there out blood and water.   What blood that was! Well might Peter say it is precious!  Well might we say it is precious—blood to cleanse us who are vile, blood to cleanse the universe—what blood that was!  Hebrews tells us that He went in “with his own blood” (chap 9: 12)—that Person with His own blood gone in to God.  The whole moral universe rests on this basis, the precious blood of Christ.  The water in its cleansing efficacy, too.  Have we applied the water today?  We need it, its cleansing power, we need it every day.  Where has the water come from?  It has come from the side of a dead Christ, One who sacrificially laid down His life and went into death, and out of that dead Christ flowed the blood and the water.  What a Person He is! 
The foundation of our blessing was laid in the work of Christ; the foundation of God’s moral universe was laid in the work and blood shedding of Christ.  Everything has not come yet into the full value of that blood, but as believers we have; we have come into the value of that shed blood. We can approach God, cleansed worshippers, to serve the living God.  The basis of our entering the holiest is by the blood of Christ.  Every time we approach God we are reminded of the efficacy and preciousness of the blood of Christ; and the whole moral universe will yet come into the application of the blood of Christ—a cleansed universe, nothing unclean, no sin anywhere—all because of the wondrous work of this glorious Person!  It is intended to affect our hearts, attach us to Him, intended that we should shrink from sin and be kept pure and available to God in His will and service, and to serve Him in liberty and power, and to love our Saviour more day by day.  May it be so, for His Name’s sake!
 
Croydon 
18th May 1959
From ‘Words of Grace & Comfort’ 1960
___________________
 
 




 THE SON OF GOD AND HIS GLORY
John 1: 34, 49; 9: 35–38; 11: 32–38
These passages, dear brethren, bring before us the thought of the Son of God—and, of course, if the Son of God is brought in, His glory is also brought in.  We need Him now.  He does not decline to come either.  Faith keeps watch as we are together, watching for the Son of God to come in.  He says, “I am coming to you”, John 14: 18.  We may say, ‘That is at the Supper’. So it is, but you cannot confine the Son of God to that—He comes where His loved ones are, and comes when they need Him most.  We need Him at the Supper; but we need Him now in the presence of death, so that I am sure He would shed the light of His glory into our souls while we mourn and weep.  Tears are no shame—if they were a shame, then Jesus would not weep; but “Jesus wept”, John 11: 35.  God must have bottled those tears; He bottles ours, too, as we weep feelingly in relation to what He allows, Ps 56: 8.  We may say, ‘This is tragic’, but then, with the touch of the Son of God, things are turned, given another aspect and another meaning.  When the Son of God comes in, we look again and we find that it is not all tragic—there is something glorious about it, making way for what the Son of God can do.  What can He do?  What will He do?  What has He done?  He has battled with death itself, as the Ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth.  Think of the military prowess of Christ as He went into death and overcame the might of death!  Who can measure the “might of death”, Heb 2: 14?  Christ has wrested the power of death out of the hands of him who had the might of it, and annulled him.
John the baptist says—“And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God”, John 1: 34.  The Son of God involves another world; Jesus Christ involves another Man.  Another world means a deathless world, too.  Death cannot come into that world, because the Son of God involves resurrection; as Romans 1: 4 says, “marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead”.  How glorious He is!  May the light that John the baptist had shine into our souls now, the light of the Son of God, the knowledge of that glorious Person, who He is, and what He can do, what He can effect and the world He will actually bring in.  It subsists now to faith; that is why we need to be sustained in faith, to see another Man and another world.
The glory of the Son of God lighted up the soul of Nathanael, John 1: 49.  Persons in John are selected; and each has his own identity.  So you have John the baptist; now you have Nathanael.  It could be that yourself and myself and every one of us may be lit up with the glory of the Son of God as it beams into our souls.
Then you have the man in John 9, who became an outcast.  The Son of God finds him, for He is interested in the outcast.  If we confess Christ, we become outcasts.  No department in this world wants one who confesses Christ, and, of course, He is a glorious Person to confess.  This man confessed Him.  He was blind, then he saw and he kept on seeing.  He saw more and more.  It is the normal experience of the believer, that he sees more and more.  The glory of this world becomes dimmer and dimmer and the glory of God’s world becomes brighter and brighter.  Christianity is real because it is centred in a Person.  We are linked by faith and by the Spirit with that Person.  The Lord found the blind man, as He found our brother.  There was a time when our brother found Christ.  How glorious that is, when we find Him in our need!  How much we make of Him as the Saviour!  Then Jesus found him.  How much he made of Jesus because he loved Him.  Our brother took His side.  Everyone in the village in which he lived knows that; and it was a triumphant side—the side of the Son of God, the Sun and Centre of God’s world.  The Lord made Himself known to this man who was blind—“Thou hast both seen him, and he that speaks with thee is he.  And he said, I believe, Lord—and he did him homage”, John 9: 37, 38.  How blessed that is!  Now we have in John 11 Jesus walking with a family to the grave—just what He would do with us today as amongst us.  He will walk to the grave with us.  What a support Jesus is!  How could we walk to the grave without Him, without His support?  But we can walk to the grave, and our sister can walk to the grave, because He is with us, the Son of God.  He will not always thus walk.  His voice will soon sound in the realm of death, but, for the time being, He walks with us to the tomb, and He wept, too.  What comfort!  What love!
This occasion in John 11 is “for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it”, John 11: 4.  That is what our present occasion is for.  Whatever tragedy may have happened, it is for the glory of the Son of God, to demonstrate His power—not yet outwardly, but in our hearts, so that as we go away from the occasion, still sorrowing and feeling the loss, we also feel compensated in our sorrow, and our hearts are more attached to the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us; Gal 2: 20.  To our mourning hearts, and the mourning hearts of those immediately connected with our brother, the glory, the love and the sympathy come in.
 
Horsham 
13th July 1960
from Words of Truth 1960
Word given at a burial meeting
___________________
 



DIVINE LOVE MAKES NO MISTAKES
John 11: 5, 11, 20, 23, 32-34, 41- 43
The Lord being among us as He is, dear brethren, something must happen; there must be some increase resulting from these circumstances which we all feel and are affected by, as in this chapter, a chapter of death and sorrow, a chapter of depletion on the side of nature and human relationships.  How many beautiful things come out in it.  How rich it is, not in death but rich in glory.  So I would say a word about the way the Lord loved the three.  It means that nothing can go wrong, if He loved the three then nothing could go wrong.  Doubts may arise in our hearts but love would answer the doubts, nothing could go wrong.  There are no mistakes, everything is calculated rightly by love.  It makes way for itself and for glory and makes way for endearment to Christ.  How the Lord loved the three!  What rich results there are when He becomes more endeared to us in the circumstances we go through.  How worthy He is, because if we get attached to Him we get attached also to the assembly.  We might say something has gone wrong.  One taken so early, so needed in the family and in the locality.  One who has been through so much, so much has gone into her life, it would seem that something has gone wrong.
But, dear brethren, everything is perfect, everything is for the promotion of the divine glory.  May it be so, may it work out in this locality in this way.  Maybe somebody has not got the gain of these circumstances, maybe some are not committed in this very locality to the testimony.  This should affect them.  Someone has suffered, weak in body and yet those strong in body have not entered into it.  The Lord would challenge us at this time as to whether we are prepared to take things up for the promotion of the interests of Christ and the assembly in an immediate way.  The locality should be better immediately as a result of this sorrow.  The Lord is able to come in immediately to give the answer, because it means so much to Him to have assembly life in our localities and response assembly-wise.  So He says, “Lazarus, our friend”.  John does not use terms extravagantly, so when He says our friend, it must be very touching.   “Lazarus, our friend”, what a thing it must be to be a friend of Christ—a friend of God.  If anyone loves the world he is constituted enemy of God.   But there are those in His confidence.  Our sister must have been in the confidence of the Lord and of God to have gone through what she went through.
She would have the honour of being named like that—“Lazarus, our friend”.  Well, we can see our sister was a friend of Christ and of the brethren.  One who was friendly not for herself but that Christ should have a greater place.  May the Lord be able to say that about every one of us.
Martha comes.  How beautiful that we all have part in the relations of Christ.  How beautiful the family of God is.  We cannot take another’s place, we can only be in one place in the family of God.  No one else can have the place she had and yet she filled it out.  We should be set for good relations in the assembly with Christ so that when He comes in to take up relations in the Supper we may be all ready to take it on.  Martha has her place in the assembly's affections.  The Lord knows how to deal with each one of us.  May we be conscious of that.  How He can deal with each one of us.  What He had in mind was that Martha should be better.  Better to-day than yesterday, better this week than last.  So the Lord knew how to handle Martha.
Mary does what Martha did not do.  She falls at His feet.  What a place she had in His heart.  The Lord is affected by that, so we would desire to be those who can affect the Lord.  He knew He was going to raise Lazarus but His sympathies were not shut up.  We may have thought the Lord would go immediately and call Lazarus, but He went with them through all the circumstances in His perfect humanity.  Those sympathies flow out to-day.  How affecting it is that it speaks of the Father, how rich the chapter is.  How rich every chapter is that supplies our needs.  Supplies come in to-day so that all our hearts may be lifted up and may come into it in a greater way.  It says Father, not God, but Father.  We know what the name of Father means—full of affection and grace.  We see the Lord's relations with the Father—how pure they were, never out of communion with Him.  May we never be out of communion but more in it.  These circumstances have increased in our souls how essential communion with divine Persons is.
He comes to the tomb, the voice is heard, “Lazarus, come forth”.  Did Lazarus answer?  He must do.  Death must give way.  How we rejoice that the Lord’s voice will be heard in the domain of death and our sister will hear and know it.  What it will be in the divine vocabulary we do not know but she has her name, her own personal relations with Christ, and she will be called out of the domain of death.  Death is a mighty power but He Himself has been into it.  Death will have to go.  Everyone that has died in Christ will be raised and changed.  What triumph there is in our souls as we are sobered in the presence of death; while our sympathies flow out to those who need them.
Love makes no mistakes.  May we trust more in that love and be set more and more for His glory and praise in the assembly.
 
Egham
23rd October 1962
Word given at the burial of a mother leaving a husband and three young children
THE GLORY OF CHRIST AND THE ASSEMBLY
Ephesians 1: 20-23
Revelation 19: 6-8
I read these passages partly because they have already been quoted, which usually indicates that the Spirit of God is thinking about a certain matter.  He would be thinking about a certain matter now in view of Christ, for Christ would be affected by this occasion and by others elsewhere too, no doubt, reminding Him of the assembly, His bride, and reminding Him that everything that really matters is there in her.  All that order of things which will yet be public will extend out from that.  So we love to feel with Him in the time of His absence and patience.  How He goes over what the assembly is, like Isaac in his meditation would go over what that vessel would be that the servant had gone to secure for him.  When we get into this circle of things we find how great it is, how precious, too.  What a great area we get into when we begin to think and speak about Christ and the assembly; we get caught up in what is so great and glorious!  So Isaac would think about what his bride would be like, and he would be sure she would have all the features that would just suit him.  He typifies the heavenly Man.  It would require somebody very dignified to fill her place alongside Him as the heavenly Man.  He would want one who could be alongside of Him in regard to the heavenly affairs He has to see to and who would have heavenly affections and character.  Then the Father would be in mind, too, and the Father's order of things.  We can bring that in because it is all involved in the service of God and in the current operations of Christ; the Lord amongst us now would be thinking like that.
These two passages bring out something of the glory of Christ and the assembly, which immediately comes before us because of the circumstances that have been arranged; that is, that our brother and sister should sit amongst us, not to be the object of the meeting, but to set on something that would relate to Christ and the assembly.  We would see something in our sister, the bride, that would reflect what Christ is about to have in the assembly, and our brother, the bridegroom, would suggest to us something of the glory and eminence of the blessed Man, Christ Jesus.  We have the greatness of Christ presented in this passage in Ephesians 1, so that we can rest and find much peace and tranquillity of soul in that there is none above Him.  The official glories of Christ are all available for us to explore, and on that line, too, we find that there is no one above Him no one greater than Christ.  He is given “to be head over all things to the assembly”, but He is also “above every principality, and authority, and power, and dominion”  whatever you can mention, whether in relation to what is heavenly or what is earthly.  Christ is above all, the blessed Man exalted!  He is ready for the world to come.  In Revelation His wife, too, is ready for the world to come, for the great affairs of that world.  In this passage we have read, however, it says that He is given “to be head over all things to the assembly which is his body”.  Everything is put together that we should not miss out anything.  “His body” is a very affecting reference; it is where all His feelings are and where all His feelings can be given expression to; it is Himself.  Then the assembly is to share with Him in His headship and glory in the world to come, just as our sister would be with her husband in all his affairs.  He is glad to take her into all his affairs because she is equal to him; he finds in her a ready counterpart to take up and share with him in all his affairs, to say at every turn, ‘I am with you’.
These relationships and these spheres of headship bring such power into the assembly!  They are patterned after Christ and the assembly; the relations of husband and wife are not only patterned after Ephesians 5, but after chapter 1, too.  Ephesians 5 brings out that they are one, one flesh, so that a husband loves his wife because she is his flesh.  We are to love our wives.  We need to check up with Ephesians 5, especially if there is any doubt, so that the flow of love is free between husband and wife, because if not it will not flow down to the children or out into the house.  The mainspring is in the husband, then the wife has her part, and we always have to check up to see if things are flowing rightly—whether warmth is always there, and how we affect our children.  We are to affect our children as the Lord affected His disciples whom He called children.  We want to love our children into the truth and show them there is nothing better—not just tell them there is nothing better—than these relationships in which we are moving.
So it says He is given “to be head over all things to the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all”.  How great these things are, dear brethren!  Our sister will share with her husband in his headship and in his glory, because he will have a certain glory.  Every man is to have a certain glory, and his wife shares with him in it.  It comes out in all the arrangements in the house, for every head arranges things differently because of what springs from himself, from his headship.  There are great resources in headship and the wife shares with her husband in it and helps in it, as the assembly will be a help to Christ in the world to come and will participate with Him in everything which will arise.  You might say that in one sense He does not need a vessel, but, in another sense, as Man He does need a vessel and He rests in her as He exercises His headship in the world to come.
In Revelation everything is looking forward to the world to come, although not all know it.  But we know it and so we are able to interpret every sorrow and every longing; we know that all points toward the world to come.  In Revelation 19 there is great exultation.  It is a day of rejoicing today, for our brother has his wife and our sister has her husband; our brother has a bride and our sister has a bridegroom.  That is a cause of exultation, and this day is a day that has been looked forward to.  There is no question about that; much has been prepared for it, not only materially, but morally.  Our sister has been preparing herself for headship—otherwise it will be sprung on her.  It would be a poor thing to have anything sprung on us.  But our sister has been preparing for the headship of her husband.  She has known before what the headship of Christ was, and no one who is single need be without the knowledge of headship, because they can get it from the Lord, from their relations with Him.  Our sister has known what it was to have her brother and no doubt in principle subjection to him began to operate.  Our brother would be concerned, now that he is going to carry more responsibility, to be a greater man; he must be a greater man if he is going to carry more responsibility, having a wife in his care and exercising headship in relation to her.
All these things have been going on secretly, and now the day has come when our sister has a husband and our brother has a wife.  We know our brother and we do not expect him to go out of fellowship, or get cold, or go wrong.  Similarly with our sister and the more so since she has a husband who is capable of headship.  The great One who is capable for headship is Christ; He is Head over all things to the assembly and He does not fail her, nor she Him.  He has a wife and she makes herself ready and it is a great occasion for universal exultation.  What is here today is just a symbol of the universal exultation there will be when the marriage of the Lamb is come, a great occasion which will have great repercussions.  The world to come is just on the threshold and Christ does not enter into it alone but with His wife, one who is able to share His headship and glory and be with Him in the arrangement of all the great events that are on hand.  It tells what her clothing is, and it is distinctive.
I suppose all our sisters should be pronounced as brides, not for the sake of themselves, but for the sake of Revelation 19.  How pronounced the assembly is and will be with Christ!  There is no difficulty about where she is and where she sits on the day! Everybody will know that distinguished person, the Lamb's wife.  There she will be arrayed.  How long it has taken to complete her attire!  The first stitch was at Pentecost, and it has gone right on since then; we can trace it all through.  What a robe it will be—wonderful!  How well she will be attired!
May the Lord help us and enlarge our affections and understanding in relation to Christ and the assembly, so that we may see what great things are on hand.  Today is just a tiny reflection for Christ’s sake of what He is about to have.
 
Dublin
12th October 1963
From ‘Ministry of the Word’ 1964
___________________
 



LUKE’S TEACHING BY CONTRAST
Luke 7: 47, 48; 10: 38, 39; 15: 11, 12; 16: 19-21; 18: 10, 11, 13, 14 (first clause); 23: 39-43
I have read a lot of scriptures, and of course they are Scripture; Paul says they are the sacred writings; that is a good thing to get hold of, then you will not treat the Bible in a common way.  Perhaps you do.  Perhaps you do not read it much.  I think Paul would have read it a lot, and so would Timothy after he had had that word from Paul.  Maybe you will, after you get this word tonight; you will read the Bible more.  You cannot read it too much, because Paul says they are the sacred writings.  That is, that they emanate from God.  They are not sacred writings because they are in any place, they are sacred writings because they come from God and are inspired, inspired by the Spirit of God.  The Spirit of God is God Himself; He is no less than the Son or the Father in the Trinity.  He is equal with the Father and the Son; They all operate.  They do not all do the same thing, and yet they are the Same, and They are never divided in what they do.  If the Father does anything, the Son and the Spirit do it.  If the Son does anything, the Father and the Spirit do it; if the Spirit does anything, the Father and the Son do it.  There is oneness in the Trinity.  So the Spirit is the One that inspired Scripture.  The Son did not inspire it; the Spirit inspired the Scriptures.  A lot of the scriptures are what the Son said, especially in the gospels, but the Spirit inspired the Scriptures, and they are the sacred writings.  There is not any other book that bears that title, that can be said to be the sacred writings, not even the hymn-book.  The hymn-book does not bear that title.  They are spiritual songs; that is what they are called.  Persons who write them, I suppose, write them because they are filled with the Spirit; but the Scriptures remain alone in their solitary glory, we might say, as inspired by the Spirit.  They are the written mind of God.  They are not the oral mind of God, but they are the written mind of God.  So whatever you do you can consult the sacred writings to see whether what you are doing comports with the written mind of God.  If you ignore Scripture you will go astray.
Now I want to speak about what I have read, and to see why the Spirit of God should put things as He does in this gospel of Luke; why He should keep on putting two persons together, so that they are in absolute contrast.  Maybe you are in contrast to somebody else tonight.  Perhaps you had better look at somebody else and see if you are like them, because the Lord said to Simon, ‘You look at this woman’.  He had looked at her, but he had not looked at her aright.  Now the Lord says, ‘Have another look, look at this woman’, He says, ‘because she means something’.  Simon did not mean much, but this woman meant something, because the Lord was speaking.  The Lord was there, too; the Lord is here tonight by the Spirit.  The Spirit of God is here; He has never left the scene; He came down at Pentecost and never returned.  So He is here, here tonight.  He will return; He will return when the church goes up, because the Spirit will not remain here then; when the church goes up the Spirit will go up.  Do you belong to the church?  You say, ‘Why do you not ask me if I belong to Christ?’  I am asking you if you belong to the church, because the church will go up when Christ comes.  Christ has gone up, that is where He is.  If you want to know where He is, that is where He is!  He is in heaven as Man!  He has gone up, He has been received up!  And He is coming down, He is coming back.  The Spirit came down when the Lord went up, after the Lord was in heaven about ten days—not that there are any days in heaven as far as we know, and if you went up there you would know that, too.  They do not reckon in days and months up there, they do not have calendars in heaven, no days, weeks, months or years in heaven!  Jesus is there and He keeps everything fresh; He keeps everything brilliant up there, everything in song!  The Spirit keeps everything brilliant, and in song down here!  If you do not know where Christ is, you do not know where the Spirit is; a lot of people think He is in the air, but He is not; He is in the church.  He is not even on earth, because the church is not on earth.  How are you going to find it?  You find it spiritually, of course.  The Spirit is going when the church goes.  So you must be in the church if you are going up.  Independent people will not go up!  The church is going up; that is the truth, that is in the Scriptures.  That is why I am speaking about the sacred writings, because you will find it in the sacred writings, you will not find it in poems or religious books but in the sacred writings, that the church is going up, and the Spirit is going up when the church goes up, and the Lord is coming down for the church.  So do you belong to the church?  Not the Church of England, I am not talking about that, I am talking about the church, because there is only one church in Scripture.  You can only find one church in Scripture.  You can only find one Man and one woman in Scripture, that is Christ and the assembly.  Well, do you know anything about the assembly?  Perhaps not much, but thank God if you know a little, because it will take you a long time to know much about Christ and the assembly!  So we have these scriptures, and Luke keeps on under the Spirit’s guidance; He kept His hand on Luke’s hand as he wrote, and He would guide his pen to speak aright in this gospel.  He says, ‘You cannot write it like Matthew, because you are not Matthew; and you cannot write it like Mark because you are not Mark; so I am going to keep My hand on you so that you can write like Luke’.  So he wrote, and he put two people together.  All through he put two people together, one over against another.  What for?  So that the other one should be amply compared?  No, but so that you should know which one you are!  That is beautiful, is it not?  You never thought God was like that, did you? that He wrote like that in order that if you cannot find out by way of doctrine you should find out by way of figurative teaching what person you are like, like this man, or like this woman.  You have a hard man, and you have a woman who has been affected by grace.  Now have you been affected by grace?  Simon is hard, you cannot get through to him.  I do not know how old he was, he might have been middle-aged, but you could not get through to him.  Jesus had been in his house, accepted his invitation, a pretty casual invitation, I expect, but nevertheless an invitation, an invitation for show.  We must not come to the gospel for show.  You come to the gospel because you want to know what God’s disposition is, what His mind is, and then what He has to say about it in detail, whether He has got any place for you, whether He has thought about you in blessing, whether He has thought about any garments for you, because you have not got any worth wearing; I never had, until God provided me with some, and that is not the suit I have on now.  God provides these things.  You say, ‘Simon is not worth preaching to’, but Jesus did not say that, He said, ‘I will try and do something with him’.  Who is Jesus?  He is the Creator.  He is the One that everything was done by in creation; He is the One who made the mountains.  You could not make a mountain, you could not put it where it was or take it away from where it is, but Jesus could.  He made you and me, He made the man.  Who could make a man or a woman?  Nobody!  But Jesus did!  So He is talking to these two persons.  He is talking to the man, and He made him; and to the woman, and He made her.  He is talking to Simon, and he is hard.  He cannot really understand what the Lord is getting at; he does not want to, I suppose.  That brings up what your disposition is when you come to the preaching.  Do you want to understand, or are you just here for an hour and then you are off?  That is not the idea of the gospel, because you and I will have to give account for all the gospel preachings we went to, and we shall have to appear before Him and He will say ‘that preaching you were at, and you did not listen to it, and pay attention to it; you did not think it was I who was speaking, although the vessel was poor, but it was’.
So you have Simon.  The Lord said, ‘I will try to get at him finally through the woman’.  Because he said something about the woman that was very disrespectful, and he inferred something against the Lord that He ought not to have allowed the woman to touch Him.  I do not know who else He would have talked to, because they were all sinners!  I do not know whom He would have talked to if He had not talked to the woman.  Maybe you think you are not a sinner, and are entitled to the Lord talking to you, but the woman did not think that; He did not have to preach to the woman and say she was a sinner, because she had found it out already.  I have found it out, that I am a sinner through and through.  You are not just a sinner one side and not the other, but you are a sinner through and through.  Whatever your exterior is, when you take your clothes off you are a sinner through and through!  That is what the woman found in the presence of Jesus.  That is what Simon Peter found in the presence of Jesus when He got into the boat.  In the presence of Jesus, Simon said, ‘I am in the presence not only of a divine Person but in the presence of holiness in an absolute way’, and he said ‘I am full of sin’.  It is a great thing to realise that.  The woman in the presence of Jesus learnt she was a sinner, but she learnt that He was the Saviour, too!  Have you ever learnt that?  Because you have never learnt anything if you have not learnt that you are a sinner and Jesus is the Saviour!  Have you learnt that, that you are the sinner and Jesus is the Saviour, and that He came because she was a sinner?  He came because she was a sinner and could not do anything about her sins, and the only One who can do anything about them is Jesus!  You would be in your sins eternally if it was not for Jesus, and that you could believe on Him and that God presents Him as an object of faith for your belief, that He is the Saviour of sinners and has borne the judgment of God in relation to your sins.  Do you believe it?
So He said, ‘Look at this woman’, “Seest thou this woman?”  ‘You have been rude to Me; she has not been rude to Me.  She has not been rude, she is providing what you never provided in your rudeness; you simply invited Me, but you did not provide anything for Me that you would have provided for any ordinary person you invited. Now, Simon, can you not see that you are all wrong in this?  Can you not see it?  This woman has done what is right; you have not done what is right.  You have been rude to Me’.  You think of hearing the gospel and not believing it, what have you done?  You have been rude to Jesus!  There is nobody rude up in heaven, they are all respectful persons in heaven, they all treat the Lord Jesus with absolute respect, and with honour, too.  Then you come down here, and what do you and I do?  Are we rude to Christ, or are we polite to Him?  This woman would not even stand in front of Him, she stood behind Him weeping.  That weeping was not remorse.  I expect Simon has shed tears of remorse before now.  I know that, because of chapter 16.  I suppose you could carry Simon into chapter 16, and then he got into remorse.  Why did he get into remorse?  Because he lost his opportunities.  Maybe he thought there would be another preaching for him, but there was not.  There may have been a preaching, but he was not there because he had been taken away.  Can you guarantee you are not going to be taken away?  I cannot guarantee I will be here tomorrow, let alone next week, so what about you?
So the Lord said, “seest thou this woman?”  ‘Do you see what she bestowed on Me?  Why did she bestow it on Me?  Because she appreciated Me!’  She was not a Colossian; she simply appreciated Him for what He had done. Have you ever appreciated Him for what He has done?  She said, ‘Nobody can do anything like that which He can do’.  She said, ‘He has come here to do it, I know where those feet are going to take Him in suffering—where I should be—but He is going to be there instead of me’.  Amazing grace!  So He said, “she loved much”.  The Lord says, ‘I will get at you, because you will have to answer the question whether you love at all’.  So ‘he who is forgiven much loves much’.  That is not the basis of forgiveness.  The basis of forgiveness is the propitiatory work of Christ.  You would never get forgiveness but for the propitiatory work of Christ, but because you are forgiven much you love much.  That is one of the results of the gospel, that you get forgiveness, and of course how you estimate your debt is how you estimate how much you are going to love.  Can you estimate your debt?  I have never been able to estimate my debt.  It is beyond estimation, what I owe.  So she loved much.  Is that what you do?  Do you love much?  That is the divine standard.  If you want to know what heaven is thinking about you, that is what it thinks, that if you are forgiven then you love much.  Do you love much?  Is this the first time you have been here today?  You say you cannot be amongst us; you had better get amongst us tonight, those who love much.  They are the ones the Lord loves to have in His company, those who love much.  ‘Oh’, you say’, you do not know!’  How does your love come out?  Are you all breaking bread here, all committed to the fellowship?  You say ‘no, I am not’.  Why not?  Well, I expect the first scripture is the answer to it, that you do not love much.  If you have got some difficulties you cannot get over, why cannot you get over them?  Because you are lacking in love.  Not lacking in intelligence, but you are lacking in love, in love to the Person to whom you owe everything.  And you think you are going to heaven when you die!  Well, you want to be sure about that!  Do not make these statements if you cannot verify them.  You want to be sure about what you think and relate it to the sacred writings to see if what you think can be substantiated, because God is not thinking about your going to heaven!  Maybe you thought that was the whole theme of the gospel!  The theme of the gospel is that you should believe on the Lord Jesus and love Him much.  And you have got ample opportunity to express that love.
Well, the Lord left it like that, except that He spoke to the woman, “Thy sins are forgiven”.  Have you ever heard Him say that to you?  Then He said another word to her: “Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace”.  Have you ever had those two words said to you?  Then you can go in peace, which means you are justified!
Now you come to two more, because we do not know which two will suit us!  The next two are two women, two sisters, related naturally, I suppose that would be.  One has got a house; I suppose she would be the elder one.  And she invited the Lord in.  I expect you could carry these two right through; there is a bit of Simon about her, that is, wanting to make a show.  Is that what you want to do, to make it appear that you are a Christian?  You need not try to do that, because at Antioch they did not appear to be Christians, but they were!  They did not call themselves Christians, but they were first called Christians at Antioch; and why were they first called Christians at Antioch?  Because they were so much like Christ!
It was not that they believed on Him for relief, but they were so much like Christ; the Spirit had so much place with them that He formed them after that Man.  That is what the Spirit is here for.  The Pattern is in heaven, and the Spirit dwells in you and me, and that is what He dwells for, to form us after Christ. 
But Martha had a sister called Mary, somebody near to her, always about.  Maybe these two are always about, but Mary is about, too.  She is always about the house.  So they would go to the meeting together, I suppose.  It may be they would think more of Martha, but I think the Lord thought more of Mary!  She did not do anything Martha did, so you must not judge your Christianity by what you do, but by what you are.  So “she had a sister called Mary”.  I suppose Martha was the housekeeper; Mary helped dust, and all that, but was subordinate.  That is a very difficult thing, to be subordinate to somebody else, but you never get on unless you are.  The greatest apostle—Paul—learnt to be subordinate to somebody else, inferior to him as far as gift was concerned, and he learnt it all in Damascus rather than in Jerusalem.  He learnt a lot at the feet of Gamaliel, but his church education began in Damascus, and he began by being subordinate to somebody else; you will never get on if you do not learn to be subordinate to somebody else.
So Mary sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to His word.  Have you ever done that?  Have you not got time?  Martha did not have time, apparently.  She was more concerned about the house looking spick and span than she was about learning.  Oh, the great thing is learning—learn, learn, learn!  But learn from the right Person!  Learn from Christ, and then learn in the assembly.  They are the two great places where you can learn; you can learn at the feet of Jesus, and you can learn in the assembly.  So Mary sat at His feet and listened to His word.  What words He would speak, what words He does speak!  No vain words, no light words, no frivolous words; Jesus never said any of those.  Whom would He teach about when He was speaking?  He would teach about God.  He would teach about God’s disposition—the new covenant—I suppose.  What a scholar she would be!  Although she could not give an address, she would know all about the new covenant ministry and all about reconciliation and new creation.  Do you want to know about that new covenant ministry?  Do you know anything about it?  Why do you not know anything about it?  Perhaps because you never want to learn, you think you know everything, like Martha.  But Mary got into the place where she could learn—at the feet of Jesus—and He would tell her about the disposition of God’s heart.  ‘It does not matter, Mary, what you are—God will send you His Spirit so that the love of God is shed abroad in your heart, so that you might be taught how to love God’.  You cannot love God if you do not know that God loves you.  That is what Jesus would teach.  He would teach about God and the unchangeableness of the disposition of God and the favour which He takes us into—you have “access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God”, Rom 5: 2.  And Martha missed it all!  Maybe she made up for it afterwards—you can do that—but you do not want to be too sure about that.  Learn while you can.
So Mary sat at His feet and listened to His word.  She would want to go there again!  Because she got a liking for the teaching, and if you do not get a liking for teaching it is very hard, so you want to sit at His feet and listen to His word and get into the assembly, because there is divine teaching in the assembly.  You will be taught by Jesus, and then you will be taught in the assembly.  So the Lord said she had chosen that good part; that stands.  You can put up with all that people say about you, about you being lazy and letting your house go, if you just get His word that you have chosen the good part which will not be taken away.  Your house will be taken away, but your part with Christ cannot be taken away.  So the Lord puts these two together.  Now which are you?  Are you Martha or are you Mary?  And Martha will have to change to Mary.  Mary will not change to Martha; Martha will have to change to Mary.  I suppose that is what she did do, because she is all right in John 12.  You will have to, because Mary is the learner, and she knows where the Teacher is, and she is charmed with the One who teaches.  What solace that would bring to our hearts!  She would no longer have doubts and fears, and if she made a mistake she would not wonder if God still loved her, because she knew He never changes in His disposition!
Now we have two sons in Luke 15, the younger one and the elder one.  The younger one was the worse, a ruthless kind of young man, who does not seem to have any affections and does not mind whom he will violate, because if he would violate his father he would violate anybody.  Now you want to look at your history and see what you have done.  Has anything like this ever occurred in your history, that you have just been ruthless in regard to every divine overture to you?  There was nothing in the father; you cannot find any fault with him.  Whether in relation to yourself or to anybody you cannot find any fault in God.
So the younger said, ‘You give me all that belongs to me before you die; never mind about your dying and the will being read, I want all that belongs to me now’.  You say, ‘I have not been so bad as that’.  Maybe if you did not say that, and stopped and thought, you might find you are just as bad as the younger son!  What have you done all your life in relation to the mercies of God?  You have got good health, otherwise you could not be here.  You could not be here if you were bedridden.  Why are you not bedridden?  Because of God’s mercy to you.  Why is all Cardiff not bedridden?  They all have sin on them.  Why are they not all bedridden?  Because of the goodness of God.  Why are they all alive in Cardiff?  They cannot keep themselves alive with oxygen; oh, no!  God gives them breath.  Every breath you breathe belongs to God.  Every meal you take, God has provided for you.  Do you read the Bible before your meal, do you sing and give thanks?  If you do not do that you will soon be able to get alongside this young man, because he did not do that.  He never read his Bible before he ate a meal, never sang, never gave thanks.  He probably got out of all family prayer if he could.  He says, ‘I will give it all up, and I will shift for myself’. Can you?  Nobody can shift for himself.  God is the Giver and Sustainer of life, physically as well as spiritually.  If God liked to turn round on you, as you turned round on Him, you would be no more.  God does not turn round on men, not even on this younger son. He just let him go his way.  He says, ‘I will take away his money, I can give him a lot of friends that will get rid of it all’, then he never had any friends, never had anything to eat.  He had a job, but poor pay.  That is what God can do, because He loves your soul.  He does not love to starve you, He does not retaliate.  He says, ‘I will get at his soul’, so he never had anything to eat, and a poor job, and then he came to himself.  The other son did not, because his circumstances were affluent.  He did not care any more about his father than the younger son did.  It is a good thing when you seem to be bad.  The Spirit of God is making comparisons so that you can find out where you are.  If you are the younger one you will have been in the house this morning, you have the robe, the ring, and the shoes, and you have been merry; and we are merry now.  I am not downhearted in the gospel, not because I am a ranter, but because I have been into the Father’s house.  The elder one is out in the field, miserable and self-complacent; he had friends and did not have enough.  He thought if his father had given him a bit more they would have thought more of him.  It is a miserable thing, self is!  Get rid of yourself, and get occupied with God, and you will not be miserable any more.  So you have these two sons.  
Now you have the rich man and Lazarus.  The rich man had everything he wanted, yet the more he had, the more self-occupied and the more self-centred he was.  You might be a believer and self-centred.  Everybody is self-centred until he is delivered.  Perhaps you did not think that deliverance is as important as forgiveness.  If you have not forgiveness you have not forgiveness, and that means you are not right with God.  If you have not deliverance you have not deliverance, and it is time you were delivered.  So the rich man had all this, and he never thought of God; he did not even think about this poor Lazarus though he was so near to him.  Lazarus is not a sinner.  I think these two bear on the testimony.  Where are you in relation to the testimony? where am I?  I think Lazarus is Paul.  He did not provide for himself only; when he was in a place he worked and provided for himself so that he should not be chargeable on the saints; Lazarus never sent a note to the rich man to ask him for a gift.  The rich man had not any sores; do you know anything about the sufferings of Paul in the Philippian prison?  What stripes he had!  Well, they had to be healed, if he is going on in the testimony.  So the dogs licked his sores; what for?  To heal him, because he was suffering in relation to the testimony.  Perhaps you are the rich man and you do not think anything about Paul.  You say, ‘I do not know anything about the assembly’.  Well, you should, because there is a minister of the assembly—Paul!  Who had the mystery?—Paul.  He had the gospel of the glory, too.  It relates to what I said about deliverance; Paul and the gospel of the glory.  Then he is the minister of the mystery, too.  Paul knew about the mystery, and he wanted us to know about the mystery.  So he wrote about it in Ephesians 3.  Now Paul has gone up, and that is what Lazarus has done.  The rich man died and was buried; that is all that is said about him.  I suppose he thought so much about himself, it would have been just folly to say anything about him after he died.  You do not want a burial like that, where nobody can say anything about you, for you said so much about yourself nobody can say anything about you when you die; no meeting for ministry when you die!  I hope when I die there will be a meeting for ministry, and the saints will bury me.  Lazarus was caught up, carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom.  I suppose in principle he was caught up, like Paul, to the third heaven, into paradise; Lazarus was.  What do you think you will have when you die?  You will have to die if the Lord does not come.  He was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom.  The rich man would like Lazarus to serve him.  You will not get any benefit from Paul’s ministry when you are dead.  If you do not get it now you will never get it.  There is a great gulf fixed.  It is flexible now; you can come to the gospel and go away; but not then, a great gulf will be fixed.  He cannot go to where Lazarus is, and Lazarus cannot go to where he is.  Lazarus would go to him where he was, no doubt, but, no, he cannot, a great gulf is fixed.  Have you ever thought of that; that when you die things will be fixed?
We have now two men praying.  Do you pray?  ‘Oh yes’, you say, ‘I say my prayers’.  I suppose a Pharisee would, too.  To whom do you pray?  It is possible to pray to yourself.  But you pray to a Person—pray to God.
Two men went up into the temple.  Why two men?  Because of the contrast, and to enable you to find out whether you are the one who makes a speech and never gets through and comes back just as he went, or whether you are the other one who smites on his breast and says, “O God”.  There was no feeling in the Pharisee.  He thought God would have to take notice of him: ‘I am somebody, and do not you know how I live? everybody knows my exterior’.  Very few know your interior, but God knows it.  The publican knew his interior, so he says, ‘O God, I have no claim on You, but You have a claim on me!’  You never get very proud if you keep praying like that.  If you want to know an antidote for pride it is here in this passage.  Now which are we, the tax-gatherer or the Pharisee?  The tax-gatherer said, “O God, have compassion on me, the sinner”.  He said ‘there is not anybody like me’.  Do you think you are the best one in the company?  He was not, he was the worst one in the company!  “O God”, he says, “have compassion on me, the sinner”.  ‘That is all I could crave, mercy; I dare not crave anything else’.  And he “went down to his house justified”.  Something happened.  Does something happen when you pray?  Because you pray to the One that can make things happen; you pray to God.  He does not want you to make up any prayers, because they will not get through if you do make them up.  John says in 1 John 5: 15, “we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we have asked of him”.  The publican knew he was heard because he had the right sentence that would get through to heaven, because heaven is always waiting for that kind of prayer that makes nothing of yourself but everything of God and His attributes; and He is able to assent, because of the death and resurrection of Jesus—that is His right to show mercy, and He delights in it, and He says, ‘Nobody is going to rob Me of My right to exercise mercy’.  So he went down to his house justified.  Are you justified?  You say, ‘I believe in Romans 4’; so do I!  I believe in Romans 8, too, and I believe in James; the epistle of James.  You say, ‘I do not like James, because he is too practical’.  James says, ‘I am not going to listen to your being justified according to Romans 4 if you do not show it’.  So this man went down to his house justified rather than the other.  Have you ever been into your house like that?  What does justification mean?  That God has cleared you of every charge, and you are not only free from all charge because Jesus died and rose, but because you now have everything by the Spirit and you have a sense of being justified.  God is justifying you in everything you do.
Now you are going to get to paradise!  Is there a paradise?  There is indeed, because somebody went into it; two people went into it, the thief and Paul.  Jesus went there, too.  Do you hope to get to paradise?  Paul was there and came back, and you could see he went to paradise, though he did not tell you what he heard because it was not lawful.  You cannot get into paradise and come back, and be no different.  You say, ‘I am going to heaven’; well, leave all that, because you will have to read the sacred writings to see if that is right.
But lastly you have these two men, two thieves, equally guilty.  The only claim they had was Jesus.  Can anybody claim Jesus?  Yes!  You can go to the street corner and preach, because Jesus is Head of the race, so that men might claim Him.
So they were on the cross, both these men were on the cross, one on one side of Jesus, and the other on the other side of Jesus.  One railed on Jesus; you would have thought he would have been afraid to!  You do not know your own heart if you do not know that if you had been in that position you would have done just the same thing.  You want to know yourself.
You say, ‘I never read from Romans 1 to the middle of Romans 3’.  Well, you should read it.  You say, ‘It does not apply to me, it only applies to me from the middle of chapter 3’, but it all applies to you so as to help you when you get to the middle of Romans 3, and you will get there more quickly, too!
This man railed on Jesus; oh, what a sad thing to do!  He despised Him and railed on Him.  But the other would take Jesus’ part.  Have you ever taken the part of Jesus in testimony and rebuked anybody, have you?  Have they spoken insultingly in your presence about Jesus and you have never rebuked them?  This man rebuked him.  You think you are going to paradise and you have heard people rail on Jesus, and not rebuked them?  You will never get there!  This man railed on Jesus, and the other rebuked him and said, “Dost thou too not fear God?”  ‘You are on the brink of eternity, and you are talking like that!’  Yet that person who blasphemed the name of Jesus was on the brink of eternity!  And when he had rebuked him he turned to Jesus.  How lovely he must have been to Him; a shame to everybody else, but lovely to Jesus!  Jesus was lovely to him; is He lovely to you?  Do you admire His manhood, His form, His grace, His dignity, His wisdom; do you admire His Person?  That is what this man did, and he said, ‘I want to be with you when you come in your kingdom’, and the Lord said, ‘I will give you more than you ask for’.  That is what He did to Solomon.  He said, “To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise”, ‘you have shared the worst of the circumstances with Me; I will give you the best of the circumstances with Me for ever’.
May that be so for you, for His Name’s sake.
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HOW WE GET HELP
Matthew 18: 1-4 
1 Corinthians 13: 4-8 (to “never fails”)
John 3: 1-8
Romans 7; 21-25
The Lord desires to help us, and it is a great thing to be settled in the sense that He loves us.  It takes away a lot of fear and prevents loss of time, too, if we get settled in the sense that the Lord loves us.  He has a place for us in the kingdom and a place for us in His assembly, and He would give us to understand the dignity of that.
The Lord said that many sought to see His day; they had looked into the Scriptures and the prophetic word and, though they did not understand it, they could see that there was a wonderful time coming.  They did not know about the assembly, but they saw that the prophets, the Psalms and Moses all pointed to a wonderful time when the Lord would come.  The Lord said to the Jews, “Ye search the scriptures, for ye think that in them ye have life eternal, and they it is which bear witness concerning me”, John 5: 39.  So there would have been brethren who saw that the Scriptures testified of Christ.  Peter tells us that they looked into what they prophesied to see if they could understand it, but then what do we do in the time when things are fulfilled?  What time these beloved men and women would give up to look into what was coming!  Now that it has come, where are we in relation to these great matters?—we “upon whom the ends of the ages are come”, 1 Cor 10: 11.  All that previously happened had our education in mind, so there is a great people on the earth at the present time.  The word bore on the great people who are on the earth at the present time and who were in the mind of God for blessing.  The gospel came to us, and we believed the gospel about forgiveness.  That was not all the gospel, because the gospel is not about forgiveness only; it is about God’s Son.  Forgiveness comes in because it is necessary; then what the gospel fully is opens out.
So the Lord is anxious to help every one of us, whether boys or girls, or young men and women.  God would help the young men and women especially.  If the Lord tarries, the care of the local assembly will come upon them.  The greatest thing that can come upon you is to have part in the care of the local assembly and in the development of what is for Christ and God in it.  If you have anything wider than that to do, it is all right, but then it must begin there.  Your local assembly is where you qualify, where you get your credentials, where you are known.  That is where you have opportunity to serve before you get any official distinction, or any distinction at all; because you can serve as early as you like in the local assembly, you can serve there without being sent.  “Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do with thy might”, Eccles 9: 10.  You do not need any commission to do that; all that you want is to love Christ.  If you love Christ you look around to see how you can serve Him, and the saints and the local assembly provide the occasion for you to express your love for Christ.  May the Lord help us, for it is very evident that we all need to be helped.  I do not know anybody in my locality that does not want help.  They may not always show it, but that is a detail so long as you realise that they do want help; and God is ready to help us.  We want to know our size, too.  Well, do not be too bothered about your size.  Do not spend all your time occupied about your size because the Lord is wanting to help you!
I think that is what these scriptures involve—how we get help.  The Lord says to the disciples, “Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens”, Matt 18: 3.  That might have been a big pill for them to swallow, but they swallowed it because of the One that gave it to them.
What makes all the difference is whom you are dealing with.  If you are dealing with the Lord, you are dealing with the most blessed Man in the universe.  If He is your Lord, then you have the best Lord there ever was or ever will be.  If He is your Saviour, then you have the greatest Saviour there ever is or ever will be.  So you can boast about that all day long if you want to! You have the best Saviour there ever is to be known and the greatest One, too, and you have the greatest and most beneficent Lord that ever was or ever will be known.  You have the greatest Friend, too, and the greatest Shepherd.
Now the Lord says, “Unless ye are converted and become as little children”.  Reduce your size!  That is what the Lord is saying.  Reduce your size, you are too big!  You cannot take it unkindly from Him, because of who is saying it.  He loves you, He has chosen you.  They were His disciples.  He did not teach them about being the greatest.  They got that from someone else, and things we get from someone else are not always right.  We want to get things from the Lord, but not in independence, because you cannot do that, though you might think you can.  ‘Oh’, you say, ‘I got this from the Lord; nobody helped me; I never read it’.  Well, you had better read all the volumes and you will find it somewhere in them, that is sure.  There is nothing that you have that has not come to you, you can rest assured of that.  The Lord says, ‘You are too big, that is your trouble; you are not getting on because you are too big’.  Thank God He says that, because you might go on being big and never get anywhere and eventually find yourself out of fellowship.  I had a letter today telling me that somebody was out of fellowship because he got too big.  I do not think there was anything else in it than that, but it is very sad.  If that brother had only listened to the Lord a year ago, two years ago, three years ago, when He told him that he was too big, and that he should be converted and become as a little child, he would have been available and useful to the saints, and still in the place of privilege.  The Lord says that to us, He says it to me and He would say it to anybody: “Unless ye are converted and become as little children”.  It is your matter to be converted.  “Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens”.  You may lay stress on the entering but think of what there is in the kingdom of the heavens!  But if you do not enter you will miss it.
Saul in I Samuel was a big man, head and shoulders above his brethren.  Maybe God said to him when Samuel anointed him, ‘Be smaller, because I have a small man to take over’.  If you are a big man, and stay a big man, God will get a small man to take over.  He has always somebody who can take over, because He loves the saints.  You might think that you are going to get round the Lord, but you never will and if you are going to serve the saints then you must be small.  The Lord has always a small man available.  Samuel said, “Jehovah has sought him a man after his own heart”, 1 Sam 13: 14.  Are we after God’s own heart, dear brethren?  As we grow up from youth into manhood, is our concern that we should be after God’s own heart, like God?  We are to know His heart and that He is pleased with us.  You do not need to wait until you grow up before you know that God is pleased with you; see to that every day.  That is what Enoch did, he walked with God three hundred years and before his translation he had the testimony that he pleased God.  You do not want to wait until you grow up to manhood before you know that you please God.  Cultivate intimacy with Christ, and intimacy with God.  If you are going to do His will then you must know the Person whose will you are to do; otherwise it is just a term of Scripture.  Do not live on terms of Scripture, live on personal acquaintance with God as in Christ.  People who live on terms of Scripture are upside down all their lives, and do not know where they are.  They open the Bible casually and think they get the mind of God, whereas we have the Spirit and we have faith, so we have the means of knowing the mind of God.  The Scriptures confirm us in what we already know.
God sent Samuel to Jesse to anoint one of his sons, and when the eldest came up Samuel was deceived.  The seven passed by and perhaps for the moment Samuel thought it was all up, that he had seen all there was in the local assembly down where Jesse lived, and God had not told him to anoint any one of them.  Then he said, “Are these all the young men?”.  ‘Oh yes, there is one’.  ‘And where is he?’  He is small, not like Eliab who is big, but no doubt he received the word about being converted.  They must all have been converted by the time David was anointed, because he was anointed “in the midst of his brethren”; they had all become small like David!  That is very beautiful, is it not?—a company of small people, so that God can get in and out as He likes.
He can move between us, in and out amongst us with nobody in His way.  It must be very delightful to have a locality like that.  And that is what happens when all the big ones are converted and become as little children, simple, impressionable.  The first time God speaks they do it, whereas big people want to argue and get it their own way.  The little children have no difficulty about the truth, or the application of it, no difficulty at all.  I think you would soon have union if you had the locality like that, where there was no difficulty about what God said.  Everybody would be in touch with God so that what is current is what God is saying.  So do not leave it until tomorrow; let us be converted tonight and become as little children and know what it is to enter into the kingdom of the heavens, because it is all simple there.
There is so much wealth in the kingdom of the heavens, let alone in the assembly.  Psalm 19 shows how benign the kingdom of the heavens is because the sun is in the heavens.  Christ rules and shines and gives life and vitality to everything.  That is how the Lord’s instruction works as we sit around Him.  If everyone in the local assembly was sitting restfully at the feet of Jesus, how we should get on, what teaching there would be!  Everybody is protected as everybody is small, because you will not offend one of these little ones.  That is the danger the Lord speaks of in Matthew 18, that the little ones might be offended, and we do not want that, because it will mean they will be stunted.  You can never tell the effect on a little one, it might cause permanent damage if you offend them.  So we want to be free of giving offence, and I think we will be if we get converted and become as little children—harmless, simple, receptive, obedient; yes, obedient.  That is the Lord’s word to His disciples in Matthew 18.  He knows what He is going to open up in relation to the assembly so all this precedes it.
We shall not have any part in administration, or, if we do, we shall make terrible blunders, if we do not understand what the Lord said in the beginning of Matthew 18, that we are to be converted and become as little children, and then that the little one is the greatest.  So you have no fear; the little one is the greatest and there is a guarantee of peace and tranquillity.  There will be no war on persons, all the wars are for the truth.  May the Lord get that over to us at any rate, that we are to be converted and become as little children, and then we will enter into the kingdom of the heavens and will be the greatest.  Boys think they would like to grow up to be the greatest.  That is what I thought.  But grow up as a little one, and while you keep little, you will be the greatest.  It does not sound sense, does it?  But you get into the heavenly way of teaching and then you get the sense of these things.
1 Corinthians 13 brings in our measure, lest we should think that we measure up to more than we do.  We usually think that.  This chapter in 1 Corinthians is another sobering chapter, and we want to have what is sobering, dear brethren.  Do not think above what you ought to think, Romans 12 says, “but to think so as to be wise”, v 3.  Be sober.  So 1 Corinthians 13 says, “Love has long patience”.  Go through the list and see whether that is what marks you.  I go through the list and see whether that marks me, “Love has long patience”.  It is the easiest thing in the world to get irritable if you cannot get your thoughts over to somebody else.  You keep on trying, but you never think about praying.  When you begin to pray you begin to get your thoughts over to the brethren.  That is what Mr James Taylor taught us, that the brethren you pray for will be the brethren you see, and the brethren you help are the brethren you pray for.  Not the brethren you teach nor the brethren you lord over, but the brethren you love.  The brethren you will be able to teach are the brethren you pray for.
I like to pray for all my local brethren before I go to a meeting, and I do, too, purposely, so that I should respect them when I sit down with them, and if I have anything to say that I might get it over to them.  I would commend that to the young ones, too; pray for all the local brethren before you come to a meeting, for you are going to meet them.  They may test you and you may test them, but then you see what prayer does, how love has long patience.  You say, ‘Whenever will they learn? I will give up, I will shift to another locality’.  But you will find it worse! Love has long patience.
You can tell where you are, beloved, by the tests in I Corinthians 13.  It is not what you give, because it says you can give everything, even your body, but if you have not love there is no profit.  You might just as well not have done it, you might just as well have kept your money.  It is a beautiful chapter and it tells us what we have and what we have not, and whether we have love.  You would always like to know whether you have love, would you not?  You think it will drop down from the ceiling, but it never does! You can tell whether you have love by reading over this passage in 1 Corinthians 13.  Are you worthy to be in the local assembly? If you have not love then you are not worthy to be in the local assembly.  He says, “Love has long patience”, so sit on your chair and do not get uneasy.  Be restful whether they take it in or not, because if nobody else is getting help then you can get help yourself.  You can give an address and help yourself.
You need to know whether you have love, because you want to be in heaven, and you will not be there if you have not love.  Nobody would speak to you in heaven if you have not love.  They would say, ‘Where did you come from—some foreign country?’ Fancy having that salutation in heaven! They say, ‘You belong to the assembly.  What locality did you have part in?’.  I think that is what they will say up there.  ‘And what did you do in your locality?  Have you anything to show for it?’ So we want to know what the currency of heaven is.  When you come to Australia you want to know what the dollar is worth, and the same in America, so that you know how to spend.  Heaven’s currency is just the same as in the local assembly; it is love.
Love never fails.  You have failed, so have I; so I say, ‘I did not have love’.  That was not the first thing I said!  No, I said it was the fault of so and so else that I failed; and then I had to come to it that it was because I did not have love, so I will set about and get some.  How are you going to get love?  O, you get near to Christ, and get near to the brethren, because they will show you some if you have none.  I say to the young people at home, ‘I have not got much but I will give it all to you so that you can grow quickly.  I grew slowly, you can grow quickly’.  That is what every older brother ought to do so that the young ones can grow quickly and come into the good and gain of the assembly.
Now I should say something about new birth because that is another way of getting help.  I have just spoken about two practical things, and now I speak about something that is very basic in relation to the truth.  If we understood new birth better we should have our feet on something solid.  We want to realise that new birth is not just something in you, new birth is yourself.  Nicodemus was a very learned man and a teacher in Israel.  I suppose, as Job said, when he came in all the young people in the synagogue would stand up.  Nicodemus was a great student in the synagogue and he came to Jesus.  The Lord is great personally, but He did not look great.  There was God hid in a veil of flesh! “The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”.  But John said that as a contemplator, not Nicodemus.  Nicodemus came to the Lord, and said, “We know that thou art come a teacher from God”.  ‘I have come here to learn but I have brought my degrees with me’.  That is a pity, to want to learn, yet bring your degrees!  Leave them behind, but come to learn!  The Lord withstood him straight away and took him off his balance.  “Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God”.  I suppose everybody in this room is born anew and can see the kingdom of God.  You keep to that and it will save you a lot of wasted effort and wasted time.  Maybe you read the ministry for what you think you can get to build yourself up.  That will never do you any good.
The Lord goes on to say, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit”.  The Spirit of God is helping you in John 3 to identify two things: one, what the flesh is; and the other, what is born of the Spirit, and how to identify it in yourself.  Why did you believe the gospel?  Why do young people break bread? Because they are born again; they are subjects of the sovereign operations of the Spirit.  Where did their desires come from?  Where does any new and good desire come from?  It comes because you are born anew.  It does not come from the flesh.  You may give the flesh all the privileges and all the education and all the environs you like, and it will still be flesh.  And you can be born of the Spirit and have no apparently suitable environs, and yet you can grow.  I can verify it in John 9.  The man there had no suited environs to grow in, had no ministry to read and no parents to help him, and yet he grew in the divine nature.  Now, dear brethren, we should come to what is basic so that we may grow and know where we are, where to trace every new desire, every desire that is according to God.  However faint and feeble they may be, you can trace them to new birth.  I wish I had known that when I was a young man.  I spent a lot of time trying to find where to trace things to.  Where did these new desires come from?  They came from new birth.  “That which is born of the Spirit is spirit”, and though in new birth you have not anything developed or mature, yet you have all the potentialities that can be developed into manhood.  So keep to new birth; I am sure that will help.
The Lord said to Nicodemus, “Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God”.  It is not how much you can see, but you can see the kingdom of God.  You must be “born of water and of Spirit” to enter the kingdom of God.  That is what you are constitutionally.  You enter the kingdom of God to participate in what is there and the means of entering is that you are born of water and of Spirit.  That is, you have the means in yourself of cleansing and you have the means in yourself of power—two things which we want.  There is the responsible side, I know; but if young people are to get on quickly then they need to know the sovereign side and to be able to trace things to what is of God, and to know that they are themselves of God.  New birth is not just something in you that leaves you with something else.  New birth is yourself really and involves your personality.
And now all you wish for is the environs, the right conditions, the right atmosphere and the right temperature.  And where are you going to get them?  In the local assembly.  You will get the right atmosphere, the right food and the right temperature in the local assembly.  There is not any truth that is divorced from the assembly, because the house of God, the assembly of the living God, is the pillar and the base of the truth.  People go wrong because they divorce the truth either from God or from the local assembly.  God keeps us on an even keel.  Thank God for that, and thank God for the brethren who are kept on an even keel and become a demonstration of the things to others!  May the Lord help us as to new birth and what He said to Nicodemus, so that we may get a foundation in our souls and trace where these things come from.  They come from the sovereign action of the Spirit.  Everything is there in new birth potentially but it is to be developed.  You will not have to have a new arm or a new leg when you are developed; all is there in new birth.  It is very wonderful, the sovereign action of the Spirit.
Now in what we read from Romans 7 we come again to dead reckoning1.  It is a great thing for every believer to understand dead reckoning.  Some of these young boys do not know what it is yet, but they will know what it is.  I am sure they do not know what it is because God does not put things on them that they cannot bear.  He carries them in His bosom.  We need people in the local assembly who can carry the lambs in their bosoms and not let their feet touch the ground until they have got the wherewithal to do it.  These young people are so tender and the potentialities in them are so great that we cannot afford to damage them.  We must care for these young people, dear brethren, for Christ’s sake.  Be an avenue whereby Christ can care for these lambs, so that they do not get damaged, or criticised or pushed into positions for which they are not equal.  Do not push them into any position, just let them grow.  Feed them, provide the temperature and provide the atmosphere and they will grow.
So in Romans 7, what can we say about this analysis he makes?  One thing he comes to is, “I delight in the law of God according to the inward man”.  I do not think there is very much difference between the inward man and new birth.  He comes to something concrete, positive and solid in himself; he is able to identify something in himself which afterward is himself; that is the work of God.  He says the law does this and the flesh does that, and he has desires to do good and is not able to.  Where did that desire to do good come from?  It must have come from another law.  So he says, “I delight in the law of God according to the inward man”.  When did he say that? Has everybody said that? Has everybody come to that experience, where they delight in the law of God after the inward man? Then he says, “I see another law in my members, warring in opposition to the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin”.  But that is a foreign law.  He sees it; what is he going to do?  What is the issue of all this?  The issue of all this is deliverance.  “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?  I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”.  Thank God when you look outside!  You looked inside a long time and did not find anything; and then you found what was vital, that you delighted in the law of God after the inward man.  Then you looked outside and what did you find outside? 
You found the Deliverer.  “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”.  He is the Deliverer.  He has been there all the time waiting for you to look outside yourself and look to Him as the Deliverer.
Following this the writer says, “So then I myself” (emphatic) “with the mind serve God’s law; but with the flesh sin’s law”.  Not ‘I myself with the flesh’, no; “I myself with the mind serve God’s law”—a great change in your outlook!  It is a great change with you altogether that you have a mind to serve God’s law; that is, whatever He says becomes law to you.  It takes you back really to Jesus and the temptations, when He said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God’s mouth”, Matt 4: 4.  That is what you arrive at in Romans 7, I think, that you are governed by the law of God.  Whatever God says becomes law to you, and then you have power in the Spirit to maintain your deliverance.  May the Lord help us and bless us for His Name’s sake!
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WALKING IN THE STEPS OF OUR FATHER ABRAHAM
Romans 4: 11, 12; 3: 21-26; 4: 25: 5: 1, 2: 5: 15
Thesepassages set out the mind of God for every one of the sons of men.  We are now in the days that these chapters refer to, and what it says is that certain persons walk in the steps of our father Abraham, so that we gather that our father Abraham not only believed but went on step by step.  Hebrews is the race, where we lay aside every weight, and sin which so easily besets us.  Romans is the walk of the believer in faith; he takes one step after another, and he walks like our father Abraham.  So God would bring our father Abraham right up close to us in this way; for the Spirit of God can bring our father Abraham right up into our company tonight to show us how to get on in the gospel, how to get on in the knowledge of God, how to progress, how to make advance in faith and in the knowledge of God.  We want to do that.  If anybody has not started, they can start like Abraham.  Anybody here who has not started in the path of faith can start, because God preached the gospel to Abraham; so Abraham had to start, or else he could never have walked.  There would be no sense in talking about walking if he had never started.  So he started when God preached the gospel to him; just the same gospel in one sense that we are going to preach tonight, because everything was anticipative of the incarnation and death of the Lord Jesus.  Everybody who was blessed before the Lord came in was blessed on the basis of what He would do when He came in.  There was no virtue in the blood of the animals save as it typified Christ.  In themselves there was not any virtue, no virtue in any blood save the blood of Jesus!  Then think of the virtue and power of the blood of Jesus that would extend right back to Adam, right back to that guilty pair who disobeyed God and lost their privileges.  That is what they did, and they were never restored to their privileges.  They were turned out of the garden; but God met them in His mercy and in virtue of the blood of Jesus He forgave them and covered them.  So we can go back to Adam, we can go on to the last person blessed in time, and the same applies; that is the efficacy of the blood of Jesus! It never loses its power, and it never will! In the eternal day I suppose the blood of Jesus will always be a witness to the rights of God, the majesty of God, and to the way in which God has been able to have persons in His universe that are suitable to Him, suited in righteousness and grace before Him.
So we have Abraham right in our company tonight, “our father Abraham”.  You are in the family of Abraham if you believe, this great patriarch on whom God sets so much store.  He preached the gospel to him Himself, just as Jesus preached the gospel to Paul.  He did not send Philip to preach the gospel to Saul of Tarsus; he was too precious a vessel, so the Lord said, ‘I will do it Myself and see that it is well done and that it is completed’.  Not, of course, that He did not trust His apostles and did not trust Philip, but the vessel was so precious that the Lord said, ‘I will do it all myself’.  And that is what God said about Abraham, ‘He is such a vessel that I will have to go and preach down in Mesopotamia myself’.  So there He went, God with His glory, down into Mesopotamia, to preach to our father Abraham, to extricate him from his sins and his idolatry.  God went Himself, and took His glory with Him. That is what Stephen said in Acts 7: 2: “The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia”.  So there was God going all the way down to Mesopotamia with His glory, and He preached the gospel to Abraham and brought Him out.  That is what the gospel is for, to bring us out of the world; not in one sense to take us to heaven, but to bring us out of the world, and to bring us into God’s world.  That is what the gospel is for, to bring us out of one world and put us into another.  You say, ‘I thought forgiveness was the end’.  Forgiveness is the beginning, that is all!  So if you have forgiveness you just took one step.  How many have you taken since?  If you do not feel inclined to walk any more, everybody will have to carry you! That is not the gospel; that is not God’s gospel at any rate; no, God is the source of His own gospel, and Christ is the Centre of God’s gospel.  The Person who is the centre of the gospel is Christ.  You are not the centre, in your need, neither am I, although I thought I was, but then God disillusioned me, took all those thoughts out of my soul and mind, that I was the centre of the gospel; and taught me that Christ was the centre of His gospel, and He was the source of it.  So how wonderful it is; God is really a wonderful Being, is He not?  He could have dwelt in light unapproachable, and I suppose the Deity could have subsisted by themselves if they had liked, because they were sufficient for one another, because the name of God really means what He is in an absolute way outside of all that is relative. 
But God has come into time and revealed Himself in the Person of Jesus, that He might spend an eternity with families, families of men.  That is the gospel, is it not?  So we have Abraham our father here tonight to show us what the gospel is, and what the glory of it is, and what the steps of our father Abraham are.  So it is, and so it began.  Romans 3 is a chapter of mercy, chapter 4 the chapter of light, chapter 5 the chapter of sunshine; they are all in the gospel.  That is only beginning, only three steps; only three steps you take, and you are in Romans 5.  How beautiful that is!  And you take a few more and you are in Romans 8!  And you take a few more and you are in Romans 12!  And you take a few more and you are in Ephesians!  God says, ‘If you want to listen to the gospel, I will charm you into it tonight.  I have thundered at you and you do not seem to move; so I will charm you into it tonight’.  And God can do it, as He is so charming in Jesus, is He not?  Yes, so charming in Jesus!  God knew how to win man; He sent Jesus to win man, for Jesus is God,
and all that God is morally, all that He is in His attributes and character, is in the Person of Jesus.  So one Person of the Trinity became Man, to set out what God is, and God’s thoughts for man.
In chapter 3 it is mercy and righteousness, and God setting forth Christ, “a mercy-seat”.  You do not have the great white throne in chapter 3, no! 
The great white throne is not presented in Romans.  Perhaps you thought you would find it there, but God does not present the great white throne to you in Romans.  No, He presents the mercy-seat.  What a contrast there is between the mercy-seat and the great white throne!  At the great white throne all the dead in hades are there, and there is no hope, no hope!
 God searches in the books, and He cannot find the names of those that are there.  Nobody will be there that will have been raised in the first resurrection.  So He will search the books, looking for the names of the persons who stand at the great white throne, but He cannot find them; so “death and hades were cast into the lake of fire”, Rev 20: 14.  Romans is not the great white throne, Romans is the mercy-seat.  Maybe you came here tonight thinking you will find God judicially; but you will not find Him judicially, you will find Him in mercy,
because He has a different throne from what you thought; for the mercy-seat is really His throne.  That is how Romans presents God’s majesty and glory.  The mercy-seat is His throne, and will be in His moral universe His throne, “whom God has set forth a mercy-seat”.  If we had everybody here in this city, that is what we could say still, for God has only one mind for all the sons of men in this city; that is, that they may be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth, because God has a mercy-seat.  He has a mercy-seat, and the blood is on the mercy-seat, a witness that His attributes and character and majesty have been upheld in the blood-shedding of Jesus; not one of those attributes surrendered, all upheld and justified, and God is glorified.  So His throne in Romans is the mercy-seat, and it is His throne in His moral universe.  That is where He sits to exercise His rights, not His rights judicially, but His rights in mercy.  How beautiful that is!  “Whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood”, the blood of Jesus; so then you have faith in the Person, and faith in what He has done, because one is for your heart and the other is for your conscience.  The answer to your sins is the blood of Jesus, the answer to your heart is the Person of Jesus.  You want somebody for your heart, do you not?  Because you are not great enough to fill your own heart, although you think you are.  But the only one who can fill your heart is God, because He made it.  You did not make your own heart; have you ever thought of that?  God gave a heart to this wonderful being called man, and God is the only one who can fill it.  So the blood is for your conscience, and the Person is for your heart, and there must be faith in both.  “Whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood”, that is how sure your forgiveness is, as sure as the blood is on the mercy-seat.
Is everybody here clear about the forgiveness of their sins?—that God is righteous judicially to forgive your sins, not only governmentally, or administratively, but judicially!  The church has rights of administrative forgiveness, but God holds the supreme rights of judicial forgiveness, and He holds them in relation to the mercy-seat.  “Through faith in his blood”.  Everybody here had sins, because nobody has been born since Adam that has not had sins, not one.  Adam and Eve were not born, they were created.  They were created in innocence, not in holiness, but in innocence; and they are the only two persons who have ever been in innocence.  The Lord was not in innocence, the Lord was in holiness, absolute holiness, “the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God”, Luke 1: 35.  “Through faith in his blood”; the blood is on the mercy-seat, a witness that the rights of God have been upheld judicially in the blood-shedding of Jesus.  So there is forgiveness for all. 
Propitiation is wider than substitution; substitution is not for all, but propitiation is for all, for God has been propitiated in relation to the sins of the whole world.  That is how great the work of Jesus is; He has made propitiation for the sins of the whole world.  That does not mean to say the whole world is forgiven, because to be forgiven you need to exercise faith, faith in the Person and faith in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is “through faith in his blood”.  The blood is on the mercy-seat, and the cherubim are on the mercy-seat, too, those creatures who upheld the rights and attributes of God.  There they are looking down, as the guardians in God’s universe of His attributes and rights; they are each side of the lid of the ark, and they look down on the blood that is on the lid of the ark.  They glorify God when He forgives a poor sinner because the blood is on the mercy-seat, the witness that God’s rights have been upheld.  The rights that you and I outraged have been upheld in the blood of Jesus.  So we have forgiveness and righteousness.  How beautiful that is!  We know that we are forgiven because of faith in the Person and work of Christ.  I cannot stress that too much, faith in the Person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God has set Him forth a mercy-seat, and His forbearance relates to the blood on the mercy-seat; the character of God is in relation to His attributes, and they are never divorced.  The death of Jesus has conciliated His attributes and His nature and character.  How beautiful forgiveness is!  Are you ever going to lose your forgiveness?  You cannot lose it.  Even if you do not carry it about with you, you cannot lose it, because it does not depend on your faith in that sense, it depends on God’s forgiveness through the blood on the mercy-seat.  I never think about my sins, I never wonder where God will bring them up again, because He cannot; He cannot bring up my sins again because the blood on the mercy-seat is a witness that they have been brought up and judicially settled, and God cannot bring them up again.
So I am forgiven, and I am justified; that is Romans 4.  It is light, not state; chapter 4 is not state, it is light, light as to justification. That is another step.  Forgiveness is one step; justification is another step.  You are justified, not because you feel like it; otherwise you would be justified only a very few days in your life.  You are not justified because you feel like it; you are justified because Christ is risen.  Christ is risen; He “has been delivered for our offences and has been raised again for our justification”.  That is the bearing of the resurrection of Christ for the believer.  Resurrection in chapter 6 is because the Father entered into the domain of death to raise One out of it that was precious to Him and whom He could not leave there any longer, but chapter 4 is that He is raised for the justification of the believer.  As I said, it is not a question of feeling, not a question whether you feel that you are forgiven and justified; that does not enter into it at all, but He has been raised for our justification,
which means that I am as clear as Jesus is.  That is how I stand here tonight.  That is how every believer stands before God.  If persons are forgiven and justified, they stand before God as if there never was any charge against them; because Jesus is out of death without the charge that He went into death to settle.  He bore the judgment of my sins, He paid the penalty of them, too; what that means I will never know, the awfulness of the judgment of God against my sins.  But the sinless and spotless One bore the judgment; He was subjected to the judgment of God; He did what I never could do, for I would be under the judgment of God for ever.  But the Lord Jesus went under the judgment of God and exhausted it—yes, exhausted it!  He was great enough to exhaust the judgment of God for believers, and He has done it.  The witness of it is that He “has been raised for our justification”.  Whatever you think about yourself, that is what you are; you are before God without any charge, and you are really ready for God’s world, because, as Mr Raven said, God justifies us, not to live in this world, but in view of God’s world.  So that is the light of the gospel.
Young people, get hold of it!  Get hold of chapter 3, get hold of chapter 4: because they are steps in the faith of our father Abraham.  You are going just the same way as he went, taking just the same steps as he took, in the knowledge of God.  What a man Abraham was, and yet he is our father!  He took one step, then he took another step, and then he took another step; so we want to be like our father Abraham—just taking one step, then taking another.  Be sure you take this step in relation to justification, and remember that the witness of our justification is the resurrection of Jesus, “who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification”.  Without any qualifications, it is an absolute thing; justification is as absolute as forgiveness.  I want you to see this, especially you young ones, so that you might get on in your soul, and not keep going round these questions which come up and come back into your mind.  Just get through with them, be settled with them, have the light of God in your soul about it, and just be walking as our father Abraham walked.  He did not run, but he walked.  He ran when the three persons came in Genesis 18; he ran then, but he did not run when it was a question of learning the truth of the gospel; he went step by step.
We have come to the second step now; we are forgiven and we are justified.  Is it so with us all?  We took one step; now we have taken two steps.  Never mind how quickly you take them, because, if you walk, you walk, and you are not sitting down when you are walking.  You walk, and it does not matter how quickly you walk, but you walk and you do not run.  So as we take one step, and then another step, we are getting on in the gospel.  God loves to see us getting on in the gospel; He loves to see us believing in the gospel and believing in His word.  He says, ‘I will help you, and I will give you more help, I will be alongside you all the time’, just as He was with Jacob, for that is what He said to him.  Jacob need not have made any covenant with God about giving Him a tenth.  Before Jacob ever said anything, before he woke up, God said, ‘I will be with you where you go’, not ‘I will be with you if you go where I go’.  What a God He is!  He commits Himself to us in view of our spiritual prosperity, and has given us a wonderful gospel in order to augment our prosperity in the faith and show us how to walk.  He took Israel by the hand and led them out of Egypt.  If you find that you have taken a step, you will find that God has taken your hand.  His is a firm hand, too, is it not?  The hand that manages the affairs of the universe is the hand that takes the believer and says, ‘I am with you as you walk’.  That is how Abraham knew Him; that is how God knew Abraham, too, as He led him on.
Now chapter 5 is sunshine.  We all like sunshine, as long as it is not too hot; but Romans is not too hot, for it is tempered.  God knows how to temper temperature because He is the God of the universe.  Romans 5 goes on from Romans 4, because, if you once begin to walk, you keep on walking.  God does not mean you to stop, to have a blank day and a blank week and a blank life.  No, God says, ‘Keep on walking’; because there is plenty in the gospel and it is a big area.  You can keep on walking, and you do not walk over old territory, but you walk in new territory.  The gospel is a wonderful area of things where you keep walking, and presently you will find yourself in Ephesians; that is heaven.  That is large enough at any rate.  You will not be able to go over the same places twice, even though you live for eternity.  Now chapter 5 says, “Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ”.  It is peace of conscience.  Oh, what a rest that is when you have peace of conscience!  It means that your conscience is not any more charging you with sin.  Why?  Because your sins have been forgiven, and you are justified.  God laid your sins on your conscience in order to make you feel your need of a Saviour, and to make you feel your need of forgiveness. But now you have peace of conscience; so it adds, “we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God”.  “This favour in which we stand” is our acceptance in Christ before God.  We are getting on.  We have reached the forgiveness of sins; we have reached justification; and now we have peace of conscience and are in the area of the favour of God, our acceptance in Another.  How do you think that God looks at you because of your faith in the Person and blood of Jesus?  He says, ‘I accept you in Another’.  What does that mean?  Where is the Other?  Not in the grave; it is not Jesus in the grave, but Jesus on high, a glorified Man in the presence of God. God says, ‘I accept you in that Person in an absolute way, without any qualifications at all; I accept you in that Man’.  Your position is always that, not just when you feel like it, not when your faith is weak or when it is strong, but always.  You are always before God in that blessed Man; that is the measure of your acceptance, and, if you live to become a father in the truth and a father in the local assembly, you will never be any more accepted than you are tonight through faith in Christ.  It is not in yourself, nor in your state, however good it may be; it is in Another.  What an anchor to your soul, when you make mistakes, and when you sin, and when you depart from the truth!  Your acceptance is just the same, for God never changes.  What you lose is your enjoyment of it, but you do not lose your acceptance.  You cannot, because it depends on the death and blood-shedding and resurrection of Christ, and where Christ is always is in the presence of God.  How beautiful it is!  You “have access by faith into this favour in which we stand”.  ‘Oh’, you say, ‘I will go in and see what this place of favour is in which God has put me’.  So you come under His shining; He shines on you in His favour, and gives you to know how acceptable you are to Him because He has put you in Another.  He has not accepted you on your own merits, but has accepted you on the merits and worth of Another.  That is beautiful.  That is what Abraham enjoyed, for our father Abraham is in this all right!  He got as far as this, and farther, too, for he got into sonship; that is in the gospel: “ye are all God’s sons by faith in Christ Jesus”, Gal 3: 26.  ‘Oh’, you say, ‘I thought I would need to have a state for sonship’.  You have a title for sonship in the gospel, but you get a state for sonship by the Spirit.
So he goes on in this chapter: “have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God”.  ‘Oh’, you say, ‘the world to come is right here now’.  It is not historical, nor dispensational; it is right here now, because all the elements of the world to come are in the heart of the believer, all brought in in the gospel.  So “we boast in hope of the glory of God”.  You say, ‘It will be a time when everybody will be as I am, and all the trouble will be over’.  Everybody will then be under God’s rule; the Lord Jesus Christ will bring everything under God’s rule.  What a day it will be!
Then you have an establishment of servants.  Faith says, “but we also boast in tribulations”—that is one of the servants.  “Tribulation works endurance”—there is another one.  We have a whole array of servants here waiting on the believer.  How well off we are, set up with capital, set up with servants, able to pay them and keep them in our employ!  God loves to set us up in nobility, with servants that serve us.  What do they serve us for?  To make us more rich; not to make us poor because we have run out of money to pay them!  No, but God provides us with a lot of servants to make us rich, and they work for our advancement in riches.  So “tribulation works endurance; and endurance, experience; and experience, hope; and hope does not make ashamed”.  Now you have a hope that does not make you ashamed, “because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us”.  We could well go on like this, could we not?  The gospel gets richer and richer, because it is God’s gospel; it is God’s gospel about His Son.  The righteousness of God is revealed in it; not man’s righteousness, but His own righteousness is revealed in it.
Then we come to this beautiful passage as to the one man Jesus Christ. “For if by the offence of one the many have died”—that is what Adam brought in; his one offence brought all under death.  Every one of the human race has inherited from Adam that legacy of sin and death, but God has brought in another Man, another Head; not for the church but for the race.  And what has He brought in?  “The grace of God, and the free gift in grace, which is by the one man Jesus Christ”; that has “abounded unto the many”.
That is the riches of the gospel, and these are the steps of our father Abraham.  God brings him here, and sets him before us, to encourage our hearts in the steps of faith, so that we might grow in our souls in the knowledge of God, grow in the sense of the light of God.  In the end of this book the light becomes armour: we “put on the armour of light” (Rom 13: 12), so that we can go out and the darkness does not affect us at all.  We are of the day and not of the night, and we have the armour of light to protect us.
May the Lord help us for His Name’s sake!
 
Brisbane
18th December 1966
From ‘The Word Proclaimed’ 1967, 
No 128
___________________
 
 





DEAD IN OFFENCES QUICKENED WITH THE CHRIST
Ephesians 2: 4, 5 17
We have been taught that this epistle finishes everything.  So it looks as if God wants to impress us that He is finishing things, and that He wants us with Him in the finishing of things.  One thing that I think He finishes very thoroughly is ourselves, in the kindest way possible, because you could not have any more absolute statement than this one, that we are “dead in offences”, and at that point God came in in His quickening power.  No one would have any knowledge of God, no one would have any desire towards God, no one would have any desire for repentance, if God had not come in in this absolute way from His own side, and when we were dead in offences He has quickened us.  In Romans you are not dead in offences, you are very much alive; in fact you are an outlaw in Romans, and you are on the run too, but you will be caught, that is sure! Because you become an outlaw, and you become on the run when God convicts you, for He convicts you of sin.  Conscience begins to operate, to condemn you, and then you get on the run; you try to run away from God; but it is an impossibility, because if you have place in the counsels of God, it is an impossibility for you to get away from God and not have to do with Him about the question of your sins.
Ephesians is a great epistle; that is why I read it, because it is a great epistle, and it brings us face to face with God, not God in His judgment, for that was settled on the cross.  So you never face God in regard to what is judicial; the only One who could do that was Jesus.  He is the only One who could face God judicially in all that it meant; and He knew what it meant too.  That is the wonder of redemption, the wonder of atonement, the wonder of the Sin-bearer, that He knew absolutely; He knew, just as much as God did how much sin meant, and what it required too.  That is the wonder of the divine work, that God not only knew what sin meant, but a Man knew what sin meant, the Man Christ Jesus.      He knew what it meant, He knew what the judgment required, He knew what suffering would be required, He knew the abandonment, the grave, the silence, the awfulness of being abandoned by God.  If we had been abandoned by God we would never have known what it required; it would have meant eternal remorse for us.  But of Jesus, the blessed God in His Person, but become Man, who undertook the great question of sins and sin and knew what was required.  He knew the judgment that was required for sins, He knew what was judicially required in regard to sin too, the affront that it was to God, interfering with His ways and all His counsels; that is in one sense what it did, in another sense it could not, because God has His own resources.  What a wonderful thing it is to know God! Every one of us in here, I suppose, knows God, and we would wish that everybody in the street knew God too.  We are not in here because we just shut ourselves in; we would like to have all men know our God, know His kindness, and of course, everything in Ephesians is superlative.  His attributes are superlative, His character is superlative, and His nature is superlative too.  Chapter 1 deals with His nature, and the superlativeness of it; chapter 2 deals with the superlativeness of His attributes and His character, and that He cannot run out of any of these things.  However low the human need is, God can reach down and meet it.  His arm is long; as Psalm 139 tells us, God has a long arm, and you cannot get away from it, no matter where you go.  If you go down in the depths of the sea, and into a part where it cannot be fathomed, yet God’s arm can reach you.  That is where I was, and I suppose that is where you were! If we were honest, that is where you were, that is where I was; that is Romans.  I was in the same state in Ephesians too, I was “dead in offences”, there was not a pulsation of life or feeling or desire in me towards God.  That is the truth, and so we can see how Ephesians finishes us according to the flesh.  It does really, in a very gentle, only way, you might say, in about half a dozen words, and then you are finished; forty years it takes us to reach it, does it not? But then, I suppose, God would speed it up! He says, ‘Well, We will look over what has happened and then we will speed the thing up’; because there are not forty years left, there may not be even forty hours left, maybe there are not even forty minutes left, and God can speed it up.  In the twinkling of an eye He can do it, change our bodies, and we will all stand on the earth in resurrection, in the power of it; the trumpet will sound; we shall not sound it; no, the order to sound the trumpet will come from headquarters, it will come from Christ on the Father’s throne.  No one will be able to delay it, no delayed actions, it is a great military matter, and everything will move according to the military power.  That is conveyed in “the last trumpet”, 1 Cor 15: 52.  We are dealing with God, and that is a great thing; so we ought to be encouraged to deal with God in all these matters, whether hidden, whether they have been long-delayed, secret or deceitful.  Whatever it is, we ought to be encouraged to deal immediately with everything, because what a God we have to do with! He knows it before we tell Him; yes, He knows it! He says, ‘Forty years! I knew you would have to tell me sooner or later; now let us get down to it, and let us have it all over in about two minutes!’ What a God He is! He can settle everything, He can do everything; there is nothing He cannot do; that is the God we have! How unbelieving we are, are we not? How ungrateful we are too; that is how I feel, ungrateful (yet grateful that I should have such a God as that); and not know Him, and not appreciate Him, and not trust Him, and not let Him do what He wants to! You have said to Him, ‘Keep your hands off!’  And He will, for so long; and then He will put His hands on, and then all will be over!
This is Ephesians, “quickened us with the Christ”.  Would you like to be like that? I suppose that is where we were this morning, “raised us up together”, made to “sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus”, made to feel comfortable, happy, responsive too.  Have a look round, see where all the cupboards are full, they are all full up there! No refrigerators up there, everything is kept fresh; you bring it back, and it keeps for a week, that is all! You must spend it.  It is like going into a country, and you spend your money, or else you have to give it back and lose on the exchange; so you have to spend it.  Think how God sent us back this morning!  He said, ‘You have a testimonial week in front of you! and you will need to be provisioned’; so God has provisioned us for the week; use it every day, do not use all of it tomorrow, use some of it tomorrow, and see that it all relates to where you have been this morning.  So there it is; it all relates to the One you have been to, God the Father! What a glorious economy it is: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and to be in their own conditions, and their own environment; They make you feel at home, and you say, ‘I wish the rapture had come!’ Well, that is what God has been giving us in these three days.  He says, ‘The rapture cannot come because there is something that is not right’. So are you going to put it off for all those who are right, because it is not everybody that is wrong, it is only I that am wrong! Everybody else is right, and I am putting all things off because I will not get right.  Oh, what a God He is!
So “coming, he has preached the glad tidings of peace to you who were afar off” (v 17), that is the gentiles.  Fancy gentiles having a place in the mind of God! Why did they have a place in the mind of God? Because they had a place in the purposes of God.  That is Ephesians.  So you are up against a rock when you come to the purposes of God.  We can preach the purposes of God in the gospel; of course we can! He does not tell us to leave off when we come to Romans, He says, ‘That is not the finish, Ephesians is the finish’. So we go on, God encourages us to do so.  He can do everything, “has quickened us with the Christ”, “has raised us up together”.  What for? For “the coming ages”.  The world to come will show what He has done in this present age, this great age of adversity; it is a great time of adversity.  Oh, what God has had to put up with us, what adversity He has found with us! That is chapter 2.  That is what Mr James Taylor taught us, ‘Ephesians 1, love at home; Ephesians 2, love in adversity’2. How much adversity we have caused God, but He says, ‘I am going to win’. He is going to win too; yes, He will win! You may put your back up, but you will have to put it down; you must, because you are up against God, the mighty God, the Almighty God, “From eternity to eternity thou art God”, Ps 90: 2.
So He comes and preaches peace, He does not preach war; no, the war is over.  The war is over on the cross; what a war it was in that sense! What sufferings on the cross! A Saviour suffered, a Saviour abandoned, a Saviour gone into the grave; then God raised Him, and exalted Him, and He is on the Father’s throne; and now God is doing things.  Ephesians is the gospel of the land, not the gospel of our need, but God’s need, so we are able to preach God’s need as well as man’s need, and that is what Ephesians is, it is the gospel of the land.  You not only want a gospel about the Man, but you want a gospel about the place, because what is God doing? He is just weaning us from earth to heaven! ‘This is not your place’, He says, ‘you would like to stop here, you would like to be a hundred years old, and you would like to enjoy your plot of land, and all that; but I have another place for you, and that is the gospel’. That is Ephesians, the gospel of place.  Have we all been transferred from earth to heaven, in our affections, lives, ambitions, associations of life? That is what Ephesians is.  God does not quicken us to live in the wilderness; there is no quickening in this sense in Romans.  Fancy living in the wilderness, marching round and round on the sandy desert, and fancy liking to do it too! That is what the flesh likes to do.
Then God transfers us by His quickening power.  “Quickened us with the Christ”; where is the Christ? Not in the wilderness, is He? Christ is above.   That is our place, sonship belongs up there; it does not belong here.  We are to be like sons here; yes, you can be like a son here, but it is not your place.  If it was, you would never be a son here, and you would never be like one either.  You are like a son here because you enjoy sonship up there.
May the Lord help us, for His Name’s sake.
 
Croydon
28th August 1968
From ‘The Word Proclaimed’ 1968
___________________
 
 
 





ELIJAH
James 5:17 &18
Elijah loved God’s people and laboured to bring them into the greatness of what was in the purposes of God for them.  To get the rain Elijah had to put his face between his knees; that is what we learn from the account in Kings of this incident which James refers to. He says that Elias was a man of like passions to ourselves, meaning that he was not a superman.  What he devoted himself to was one thing, and what we may devote ourselves to is another.  He loved God’s people, he loved Israel; he loved the twelve tribes.  At one time he thought he was the only one who did so, but God corrected him on that.
God can correct us.  He may have to do a lot of correction.  If we are carrying things in our minds that are not right, He can correct us so as not to destroy our usefulness, because God likes to keep us useful.  Elijah was useful, and he was a prophet, a bold one; and we need to be bold, we need to have courage. Do not get frightened at the difficulties.  Many get frightened at the difficulties, for they seem beyond them; but Elijah was not like that, he was a courageous man yet he fled from Jezebel.  So you might say, ‘Where was his courage?’  But still God protected him.
God does not expose us unless He has to. You can look back over your life and see that, can you not?  It is good to look back over your life at times and see how God has acted with you, towards you, and in you too.  Not only has He saved you from many disasters, but He could have exposed you, but He did not do so.  God in His patience kept on with us and brought us round to His judgments and to His viewpoint and brought about a state of contrition in our souls too.  How good it is to be kept in a state of contrition in our souls and to be lowly!  As soon as we get anything but lowly, then we are in danger; but we want to keep lowly, committed to God, committed to His interests, committed to His people.
Elijah loved God's people.  In the incident recorded in James he was not acting on his gift because we do not need a gift to pray.  We need right, clear relations with God.  The best way to serve God’s people is to be able to get to God.  According to 1 Kings he put his face between his knees; such was the power that was required to move God that the rain might come.  But he went through it seven times; seven times he sent his servant to look and for six of those times there was nothing.  Then on the seventh occasion he saw that a small cloud about the size of a man's hand was coming.  So that is Elijah.  How many are there who are marked by the spirit of Elijah?
Many Elijahs are needed.  I suppose there is an Elijah needed in every Christian company, one who prays to God for His people here.  What needs there are!  You may say that Christ is in heaven to keep God in touch with His people, but then God rejoices in those that go to Him, praying for the needs of His people.  Have you been to God today to speak to Him about the needs of the believers in Wellington?  Can you afford to miss a day? Could you afford to miss a day in your piety?  You could not.  So you cannot afford to miss a day without going in to God in relation to what He has here.
Get accustomed to going in to God in relation to the welfare and spiritual prosperity of the people of God in the locality in which you are.  Pray for those who are growing cold.  Pray for those who are enthusiastic in regard of the testimony.  Keep Him informed about it and move Him so that He might do more and more.
That is Elijah; and James says that he is a man of like passions to us. So you cannot excuse yourself, you cannot elect yourself out of this at all; because if you are just the same as he, then why do you not do the same as he?  Why not do the same as Elijah did, if you are just the same as he?  If you are in no way stronger than he and no weaker than he, and your circumstances are not more difficult than his but lighter, then you can do just the same as he
did.  And what did he do?  He kept Jehovah well informed about current needs in Israel and urged God to come in with blessing in giving rain; and He did so too.
Apparently in Wellington NZ: date not given
___________________
 



Notes
[←1]
 A mariner uses dead reckoning if he has lost sight of any fixed points of reference, on land or in the heavens.  The reckoning depends on accurate measures of the ship’s speed, and the strength of cross currents and headwinds; a mariner would only work with it until he can look outside and get his bearings again.—EDITOR



[←2]
 Ministry of James Taylor—vol 60 p280
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